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SUM MARY 


In general, all voter registration information is confidenlial, with the exception that 
this information is available for elect ions, governmental, journalist ic, political, and 
academic research purposes. Access to this 'information is controlled through an 
appl ication process that, among other things, requires anyone requesting this 
information to provide a driver's li cense number and to have the elect ions official 
veri fy the driver's license, in order to create a record of those requesti ng this 
information and the purpose for which it was requested. 

Effective Janu llry 1,2007, Elections Code section 2166.7 was added to the current 
confidentiality provisions, and states that any "public safety officer" may appJy to 
have an additional level of confidentiali ty that removes the residence address, 
telephone number, and email address on his or her voter registration fTom the public 
reco rd and replaces it with mailing add ress in formation. 

The following is a summary of this procedure for confidential ity. Attachment A is a 
full and complete copy of the legislation enact ing this procedure: Chapter 466, 
Statutes of2006 (Senate Bill 506, Poochigian). 

1. 	 Only "public safety officers" are eligible. A listing of persons who qllalify is 
included below. 

2. 	 The program must be au thorized by the Board of Supervisors in the county in 
which the public safety officer is registered to vote. 

3. 	 The publ ic safety onicer must file an application to obtain status as a confiden tial 
registrant under this Jaw. An application is included in this package. 

4. 	 Confidentiality granted under this program expires afte r no more than two years, 
and must be renewed if the applicant wishes to continue. 



PERSONS ELIGIBLE FOR CONFIDENTIALITY UNDER 

CHAPTER 466, STATUTES OF 2006 


Ucctions Code section 2 J66.7(f) states that: "A ' public safety officer' has the same 
meaning as defined in subdivision (a), (d), (e), (f), or Ul of Section 6254.24 of the 
Government Code." 

Complete copics of Government Code section 6245.24, as well as Penal Code sections 
830 tlnd 830.1 , are included as Attachment J3. 

Persons eligible for con fi dential status under this section include: 

I. 	 An active or retired peace officer as defined in Sec/ions 830 and 830.1 of/he 
Penal Code 

2. 	 An attorney employed by the Department of Justice, the State Public 
Defender, or a county office of the district attorney o r publ ic defender, the 
United States Attorney, or the Federal Public Defender. 

3. 	 A city anomey and an attorney who represent cilies in crimi nal matters. 

4. 	 A specified employee of the Department of Corrections and Rehabilitation 
who supervi ses inmates or is required to have a prisoner in his or her care or 
custody. 

5. 	 State and federal judges and court commissioners. 



FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS 


CONFIDENTIAL VOTER REGISTRATION FOR 


PUBLIC SAFETY OFFICERS 


I. 	 IS ALL THE INFORMATlON ON MY VOTER REGISTRATION 
CONFII)ENTIAL? No: Confidentiali ty under SB S06 only applies to your 
residence address (number, street, ci ty, Slate, and zip code), your telephone 
number, and you r email inJonnmion. Other sect ions o f law prohibit disclosure 
of you r driver 's license number, the last 4 digits of your soc ial security 
number, any unique identifier assigned to you by the state, or a copy of your 
signature. 

2. 	 WILL MY NAME STILL APPEAR ON THE LIST OF REGISTERED 
VOTERS'! Yes, but your residence address and other confidential 
information will be replaced by your mailing address information. 

3. 	 DO I flA VE TO PROVII)E A MAILING ADDRESS TO REGISTER AS 
A CONFII)ENTIAL VOTER? Yes: the law requires that you provide a valid 
mailing address. 

4. 	 CAN I STILL VOTE AT A POLLING PLACE? The law requires that you 
be considered an "absentee voter" for all elections, so you will automatically 
receive a ballot in the mail. 

S. 	 ])0 I HA Vii.: TO HAVE A REASON TO APPLY? Yes: the law requires 
that you verify under penalty of perjury that a " life threatening ci rcumstance" 
exists. 

6. 	 ARE MEMIlEHS OF MY FAMILY ELIGIBLE TO IIAVE THEIR 
VOTER REGISTRATIONS CONFIDENTIAL? Not under this provision 
of law. SB 506 states that on ly "PLlblic safcty officers" qualify to have their 
vOler registration information confidential. 'fwo important points in this 
rcgard. First, if a "Ii fe~thrcatcning circumstance" exists for a member of your 
family. you are still eligible for confidentiality of your voter registration 
information whether you yourself arc in a "life threatening " circumstance. 
Second, although not eligible fo r confidentiality under SB 506, family 
members of a public safety ol'ficer who arc in a life~thrcatcning situation may 



er, 

request ajudge to make their voter registration information confidential under 
a separate sect ion oflaw --- Elect ions Code section 2166. 

7. 	 CAN ANY " PUBLI C SAFETY OFFI CER" APPLY? No: there are two 
importan t limita tions. f."irst , only those publ ic safety officers registered to vote 
in a county in which the Board of Supervisors has authorized this program 
may have their voter registration information made confidential under th is 
law. Second, only specified "public safety officers" are eligible (see 
PERSONS ELIGIBLE POR CONFIDENTIALITY UNDER CHAPTER 466, 
STATUTES OF 2006, above). 

8. 	 ONCE I RECE IVE CONFIDENTIALITY UN DER THIS LAW, DOES 
IT LAST FOREVE I~? No: you may request that it be canceled at any time, 
or it will expire automa tically 110 more than two years from the date you r 
voter registration information was made confidential. The applicati on for 
con fidentialty wi ll indicate the period of time for which confidential ity of 
your voter registration info rmation wi ll be in effect. You may apply to renew 
your status as a confiden tial voter, again fo r a pe riod of no more (han 2 yea rs. 

9. 	 WILL MY VOTER REGISTRATION INFORMATION STILL BE 
A VAILABLE FOR ELECTION, GOVERNMENTAL, JO URNALIST IC, 
SCHOLARLY, OR POLITICAL PURPOSES? Yes: those person who 
have a legal right to voter information will still have access to your records, 
except that your residence address, telephone number, and email address will 
be replaced by you r mailing address. Certain information on you r voter record 
will not, however, be made available to anyone other than the election official, 
including: your driver's license number, the last 4 digits of your soc ial 
security numb any unique identifier ass igned by the state, o r a copy of your 
signature. 

10. IS MY AI'I' Li C ATION FOH STATUS AS A CONFIDENTIAL VOTER 
A PUBLIC RECORJ)? Yes: bu t the applica tion will not include any 
confidential information. 

II. 	 IF I SIGN A I'KITrION AM I REQ UIR ED TO PROVID E MY 
RESIDENCE ADDRESS INFOHMATION'! Vote rs may sign petitions to 
place measures on the ballot, or to support candidates for election. In either 
case, you must indicate on the petition your residence address. Petit ions to 
place measures on the ballot are not genera ll y available to the public, but 
petitions to support a candidate arc available to the public . 

12. 	 WH ERE CAN I REGISTER AS A SB 506 CONFIDENTIAL VOTER'! 
You can apply in the office of the election official, on a form provided by that 
official, or you may obtain an application form and mail it to the elect ion 
official. 
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COUNTY OF LOS ANGELES 

REGISTRAR-RECORDER/COUNTY CLERK 
12 RIAL HWY. - P.O. BOX 1024 , NORWALK, CALIFORNIA 90651· 1024 

CONNY B. McCORMACK 
Regis trar-Recorder/County Clerk 

January 30, 2007 

The Honorable Board of Supervisors 

County of Los Angeles 

383 Kenneth Hahn Hall of Administration 

500 West Temple Street 

Los Angeles, California 90012 


Dear Supervisors: 

REQUEST AUTHORIZATION TO EXPAND THE CONFIDENTIALITY OF VOTER 

REGISTRATION INFORMATION TO SPECIFIED PUBLIC SAFETY OFFICIALS 


PURSUANT TO STATUTE 

(ALL DISTRICTS - 3 VOTES) 


IT IS RECOMMENDED THAT YOUR BOARD: 

1. Authorize the Registrar-Recorder/County Clerk ("Registrar") to expand Ihe 
confidentiality of voter registration information to specified public safety officials 
pursuant to statute. 

PURPOSE/JUSTIFICATION OF RECOMMENDED ACTION 

The purpose of the recommended action is to authorize the Registrar to expand vc ter 
confidentiality for specified public safety officials as provided in newly enacted Election 
Code § 2166.7, which became effective on January 1, 2007. Enclosure A. The 
confidentiality would protect individuals in specified public safety positions where life 
threatening circumstances may exist to the official or the official's family_ 

Implementation of Strategic Plan Goals: 

The recommended action supports the County's Strategic Plan: 
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Goa l No. 1: Service Excellence: Improve the effective delivery of services within tile 
County by expanding the voter registration confident iality program to include public 
safety officials. 

FISCAL IMPACT/FINANCING 

Minimal program costs will be incurred and absorbed by the Department in its approv"d 
adopted FY 2006-07 and future budgets. 

FACTS AND PROVISIONS/LEGAL REQUIREMENTS 

On September 26, 2006, Senate Bill ("SB") 506 was signed by the Governor and 
became effective January 1, 2007. SB 506 authorized, among other things, loca l 
registrars to make confidential the residence address, telephone number and e-rn3il 
address appearing on the affidavit of voter registration of certain public safety officia s. 
See Elections Code ("EC") § 2166.7 (I). The Board of Supervisors is specifically 
required to authorize the Registrar to carry out the expansion of the voter confidential ty 
provisions in Los Angeles County. See Elections Code ("EC") § 2166.7 (a). 

Prior to enactment of SB 506, confidentiality of voter information applied to individu"ls 
when ordered by a court due to life threatening circumstances, as well as to victims of 
domestic violence and stalking, and reproductive health care service providers, 
employees, volunteers and patients. See EC §§ 2166 and 2166.5. Senate Bill 51)6 
adds EC § 2166.7 which identifies five additional categories of public safety officers 
who qualify for confidentiality such as peace officers, judges, and government attorneys 
primarily practicing criminal law. The statutes identifying the specific positions entitl"d 
to confidentiality are included in Enclosure B. 

If authorized by you r Board, the Registrar wi ll expand the confidentiality to tho;e 
individuals who qualify, and file an application with the Registrar. The application Sh3 11 
contain a statement, signed under penalty of perjury, that the person is a public safE,ty 
officer as defined in subdivision (I) of EC § 2166.7, and that a life threatening 
circumstance exists to the officer or member of the officer's family. EC § 2166.7 (b). 
The application for confidentiality of the voter's information is a public record . /d. 

The confidentiality granted by EC 2166.7, shall terminate no more than two years after 
commencement, as determined by the Registrar , and upon new application , may be 
granted for up to an additional two years after expiration. EC § 2166.7 (c). Any person 
granted confidentiality will be considered an absent voter for all subsequent electiolS 
until the Registrar is notified in writing by the voter or Secretary of State. EC § 216E .7 
(d)(1 ). A voter requesting termination of absent voter status thereby consents to 
placement of his or her residence address, telephone number, and e-mail address in 
the roster of voters. EC § 2166.7 (d)(1). In addition , the person granted confidential ity 
must provide a valid mailing address to be used in place of the residence address for 
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election, scholarly, political research, and governmental purposes. EC § 2166 .7 (d)('). 
The Registrar, in producing any list, roster, or index, may, at his or her choice, use the 
valid mailing address or the word "confidential" or some similar designation in place )f 
the residence address. /d 

The Los Angeles County Superior Court has requested that the Registrar seek approval 
for expansion of voter confidentiality in Los Angeles County pursuant to EC § 2166.7. 

IMPACT ON CURRENT SERVICES/PROJECTS 

Authorization for the Registrar to expand the confidentiality of voter records wi ll benefit 
those individuals who are in positions that place them or their families at risk for harm 
should their residence address, telephone number and e-mail address be disclosed 10 
the public. The Registrar already has an existing computerized system that can be 
used to incorporate the expanded confidentiality provisions. 

CONCLUSION 

Upon Board authorization, the Registrar is instructed to expand the voter confidentiali!'/ 
provisions of Elections Code §2166.7 in Los Angeles County. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Conny B. McCormack 
Registrar-Recorder/County Clerk 

CBM:DL 

Enclosures (2) 

c: Chief Administrative Officer 
County Counsel 
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(ALL 2006 LEGISLATION) 

ELECTIONS CODE 

Division 2. Voters 


Chapter 2. Registration 

Article 4. Forms 

Cal Elee Code § 2166.7 (2006) 

§ 2166 .7 . Public sa fety offi cer entitled to confidentiality 

( a ) If authorized by his or her county board of supervisors, a county elections official shall, 
upon application of a public safety officer, make confidential that officer's residence address, 
telephone number, and e·mail address appearing on the affidavit of registration, in 
accordance with the terms and conditions of this section. 

(b) The application by the public safety officer shall contain a statement, signed under 
penalty of perjury, that the person is a public safety officer as defined in subdivision {f} and 
that a life threatening circumstance exists to the officer or a member of the officer's family. 
The application shall be a public record. 

( c) The confidentiality granted pursuant to subdivision {a} shall terminate no more than twc 
years after commencement, as determined by the county elections official. The officer may 
submit a new application for confidentiality pursuant to subdivision (a), and the new request 
may be granted for an additional period of not more than two years. 

( d ) person granted confidentiality under subdivision (a) shall: 

( 1) Be considered an absent vo ter for all subsequent elections or until the county elections 
official is notified otherwise by the Secretary of State or in writing by the voter. A voter 
requesting termination of absent vo ter status thereby consents to placement of his or her 
residence address, telephone number, and e·mail address in the roster of voters. 

( 2 ) In addition to the residence address, provide a valid mailing address to be used 
in place the residence address for election, scholarly, or political research, and government 
purposes. The elections official, in producing any list, roster, or index may, at his or her 
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choice, use the valid mailing address or the word "confidential" or some similar designation in 
place of the residence address. 

(e) No action in negligence may be maintained against any government entity or officer or 
employee thereof result of disclosure of the information that is the subject of this section 
unless by a showing of gross negligence or willfulness. 

(f) "A has the same meaning as defined in subdivision (a), (d), (e), (f), 
or (Jl e. 

~ History: 

Added • ~1<!t.s 2.006 clL16Ji .§ J (S.62Q.6), effective January 1, 2007. 

Hierarchy Notes: 
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Applicable Statutes Identified 

In Elections Code § 2166.7 


Gov!. Code § 6254.24 

As used in this chapter, "public safety official" means the following: 

(a) An active or retired peace officer as defined in Sections 830 and 830.1 of thE 
Penal Code. 

(d) An attorney employed by the Department of Justice, the State Publi( 
Defender, or a county office of the district attorney or publ ic defender, the United State,. 
Attorney, or the Federal Public Defender. 

(e) A city attorney and an attorney who represent cities in criminal matters. 
(I) A specified employee of the Department of Corrections and Rehabilitation 

who supervises inmates or is required to have a prisoner in his or her care or custody. 
U) State and federal judges and court commissioners. 

PENAL CODE § 830 

Peace officers; persons included and excluded 

Any person who comes within the provisions of this chapter and who otherwise 
meets all standards imposed by law on a peace officer, and notwithstanding any other 
provision of law, no person other than those designated in this chapter is a peac" 
officer. The restriction of peace officer functions of any public officer or employee sha I 
not affect his or her status for purposes of retirement. 

PENAL CODE § 830.1 

Persons who are peace officers; extent of authority 

(a) Any sheriff, undersheriff, or deputy sheriff, employed in that capacity, of 3 

county, any chief of police of a city or chief, director, or chief executive officer of 3 

consolidated municipal public safety agency that performs police functi ons, any polic3 
officer, employed in that capacity and appointed by the chief of police or chief, directo', 
or chief executive of a public safety agency, of a city, any chief of police, or police officE ~ r 
of a district, including police officers of the San Diego Unified Port District Harbor POliCE', 
authorized by statute to mainta in a police department, any marshal or deputy marshal (,f 
a superior court or county, any port warden or port police officer of the Harbor 
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Department of the City of Los Angeles, or any inspector or investigator employed in thilt 
capacity in the office of a district attorney, is a peace officer. The authority of these 
peace officers extends to any place in the state, as follows: 

(1) As to any public offense committed or which there is probable cause 10 
believe has been committed within the political subdivision that employs the peace 
officer or in which the peace officer serves. 

(2) Where the peace officer has the prior consent of the chief of police or chief, 
director, or chief executive officer of a consolidated municipal public safety agency or 
person authorized by him or her to give consent, if the place is within a city or of tre 
sheriff, or person authorized by him or her to give consent, if the place is with a county. 

(3) As to any public offense committed or which there is probable cause 10 
believe has been committed in the peace officer's presence, and with respect to which 
there is immediate danger to person or property, or of the escape of the perpetrator "f 
the offense. 

(b) The Attorney General and special agents and investigators of tre 
Department of Justice are peace officers, and those assistant chiefs, deputy chief;, 
chiefs, deputy directors, and division directors designated as peace officers by tre 
Attorney General are peace officers. The authority of these peace officers extends '.0 

any place in the state where a public offense has been committed or where there is 
probable cause to believe one has been committed. 

(c) Any deputy sheriff of the County of Los Angeles, and any deputy sheriff ,'f 
the Counties of Butte, Kern, Humboldt, Imperial, Inyo, Kings, Mendocino, Pluma;, 
Riverside, San Diego, Santa Barbara, Shasta, Siskiyou, Solano, Sonoma, Sutter, 
Tehama, Tulare, and Tuolumne who is employed to perform duties exclusively IX 

initially relating to custodial assignments with responsibilities for maintaining the 
operations of county custodial facilities, including the custody, care, supervisiol, 
security, movement, and transportation of inmates, is a peace officer whose authori ty 
extends to any place in the state only while engaged in the performance of the duties )f 
his or her respective employment and for the purpose of carrying out the prima"y 
function of employment relating to his or her custodial assignments, or when performing 
other law enforcement duties directed by his or her employing agency during a local 
state of emergency. 



COUNTY OF LOS ANGELES 

REGISTRAR-RECORDER/COUNTY CLERK 
12400 IMPERIAL HWY, - P.O. BOX 1024, NORWALK, CALIFORNIA 90651-1024 

PROCEDURES TO APPLY FOR CONFIDENTIAL VOTER STATUS - Elections Code § 21E6.7 

1. Read and review the attached California code provisions related to voter 
confidentiality for public safety officials. 

IT IS YOUR RESPONSIBILITY TO ENSURE THAT YOU QUALIFY AS A PUBLIC SAFETY OFFICER 
PURSUANT TO ELECTIONS CODE SECTION 2166.7 AND THE APPLICABLE CODE SECTIONS 
REFERENCED THEREIN. 

2. Complete the Confidential Voter Registration form. 

3. Complete the Application for Confidential Voter Status. 

4. File with Registrar-Recorder/County Clerk: 

a. Applicalion for Confidential Voter Stalus 

b. Confidential Voter Registration Form 

Voter notification card will be mailed confirming receipt and processing of registration form and you will 
automatical ly receive an absentee ballot for elections in which you are eligible to vote, 



Please rev iew the following applicable Ca lifornia Election, Government and Penal codes and 
fJrovisions before completing Confidential Registration and Application forms. 

-.;alifornia Elections Code § 2166.7 Public safety officer entitled to confidentiality 

(a) 	 If authorized by his or her county board of supervisors, a county elections official, hall, upon 
application of a public safety officer, make confidential that officer's residence address, 
telephone number, and e-mail address appearing on the affidavit of regis :ration, in 
accordance with the terms and conditions of this section. 

(b) The application by the public safety officer shall contain a statement, signed under penalty of 
perj ury, that the person is a public safety officer as defined in subdivision (I) and that a life 
threatening circumstance exists to the officer or a member of the officer's faflily. The 
application shall be a public record. 

(c) 	The confidentiality granted pursuant to subdivision (a) shall terminate no more than two years 
after commencement, as determined by the county elections official. The officer lTIay submit 
a new application for confidentiality pursuant to subdivision (a), and the new request may be 
granted for an additional period of not more than two years. 

(d) 	Any person granted confidentiality under subdivision (a) shall: 

(1) 	Be considered an absent voter for all subsequent elections or until the count!' elections 
official is notified otherwise by the Secretary of State or in writing by the voter. A voter 
requesting termination of absent voter status thereby consents to placemert of his or 
her residence address, telephone number, and e-mail address in the roster of voters. 

(2) 	In addition to the required residence address, provide a valid mailing address to be 
used in place of the residence address for election, scholarly, or political resBarch, and 
government purposes. The elections official, in producing any list, roster , or Index may, 
at his or her choice, use the valid mailing address or the word "confidentia" or some 
similar designation in place of the residence address. 

(e) No action in negligence may be maintained against any government entity or officer or 
employee thereof as a result of disclosure of the information that is the subject of tilis section 
unless by a showing of gross negligence or willfulness 

(I) 	 "A public safety officer" has the same meaning as defined in subdivision (a), (d), (eJ, (I), or U) 
of Section 6254.24 of the Government Code. 

California Government Code § 6254.24 "Public Safety Official" defined 

As 	used in this chapter, "public safety official" means the following: 

(a) 	 An active or retired peace officer as defined in Sections 830 and 830.1 of the Penal Code. 
(d) 	 An attorney employed by the Department of Justice, the State Public Defender, or " county 

office of the district attorney or public defender, the United States Attorney, or the Foderal 
Public Defender. 

(e) 	 A city attorney and an attorney who represent cities in criminal matters. 
(I) 	 A specified employee of the Department of Corrections and Rehabilitation who ,.upervises 
inmates or is required to have a prisoner in his or her care or custody. 

U) State and federal judges and court commissioners 




Californ ia Penal Code § 830 Peace office rs; persons included and excluded 

Any person who comes within the provisions of this chapter and who otherwise meets all 
c;tandards imposed by law on a peace officer, and notwithstanding any other provision of law, no person 

ther than those designated in this chapter is a peace officer. The restriction of peace office r functions 
of any public officer or employee shall not affect his or her status for purposes of retirement. 

Ca lifornia Penal Code § 830 .1 Persons who are peace officers; extent of authority 

(a) 	Any sheriff, undersheriff, or deputy sheriff, employed in that capacity, of a county, any chief of 
police of a city or chief, director, or chief executive officer of a consolidated municipal public 
safety agency that performs police functions, any police officer, employed in that capacity and 
appointed by the chief of police or chief, director, or chief executive of a public safety agency, 
of a city, any chief of police, or police officer of a district, including police officers ) f the San 
Diego Unified Port District Harbor Police, authorized by statute to maintain a police 
department, any marshal or deputy marshal of a superior court or county, any port warden or 
port police officer of the Harbor 

Department of the City of Los Angeles, or any inspector or investigator employed in that 
capacity in the office of a district attorney, is a peace officer. The authority of th,ose peace 
officers extends to any place in the state, as follows: 

(1) As to any public offense committed or which there is probable cause to believe has 
been committed within the political subdivision that employs the peace olficer or in 
which the peace officer serves. 

(2) Where the peace officer has the prior consent of the chief of police or chief, director, or 
chief executive officer of a consolidated municipal public safety agency or person 
authorized by him or her to give consent, if the place is within a city or of thE sheriff, or 
person authorized by him or her to give consent, if the place is with a county. 

(3) As to any public offense committed or which there is probable cause to believe has 
been committed in the peace officer's presence, and with respect to which there is 
immediate danger to person or property, or of the escape of the perpetrator of the 
offense. 

(b) 	The Attorney General and special agents and investigators of the Department of _Iustice are 
peace officers, and those assistant chiefs, deputy chiefs, chiefs, deputy dire::tors, and 
division directors designated as peace officers by the Attorney General are peac.e officers. 
The authority of these peace officers extends to any place in the state where a putlic offense 
has been committed or where there is probable cause to believe one has been corrmitted. 

(c) 	Any deputy sheriff of the County of Los Angeles, and any deputy sheriff of the Counties of 
Butte, Kern , Humboldt, Imperial, Inyo, Kings, Mendocino, Plumas, Riverside, San Diego, 
Santa Barbara, Shasta, Siskiyou, Solano, Sonoma, Sutter, Tehama, Tulare, and Tuolumne 
who is employed to perform duties exclusively or initially relating to custodial assignments 
with responsibilities for maintaining the operations of county custodial facilities, including the 
custody, care, supervision, security, movement, and transportation of inmates, i.3 a peace 
officer whose authority extends to any place in the state only while engagad in the 
performance of the duties of his or her respective employment and for the purpose )f carrying 
out the primary function of employment relating to his or her custodia! assignment:;, or when 
performing other law enforcement duties directed by his or her employing agency during a 
local state of emergency. 

2 



APPLICATION FOR CONFIDENTIAL VOTER STATUS - PUBLIC SAFETY OFFICER 
(In Accordance with California Elections Code Section 2166.7) 

HEREBY MAKE APPLICATION TO BECOME A CONFIDENTIAL VOTER IN LOS ANGELES 
·~OUNTY. I AM A REGISTERED VOTER IN LOS ANGELES COUNTY, AS FOLLOWS: 

Name (print) 

ADDRESS WHERE ABSENTEE BALLOT IS TO BE MAILED: 

Mailing Address 	 City and Zip Code 

I HEREBY APPLY FOR AND CERTIFY THAT I AM ENTITLED TO BECOME A CONFIDENTIAL 
VOTER BASED ON THE FOLLOWING STATEMENT: 

1. 	 I arn a public safety officer as defined in subdivision (I) of Cal. Elections Code § 2166.7 and the 
applicable code sections referenced therein; and 

2 . 	 A life threatening circumstance exists to me or to a member of my family. 

I declare under penalty of perjury pursuant to the laws of California that the above is true and 
correct. 

Signature 	 Date 

SPECIAL PROVISIONS AND LIMITATIONS: 

A residence address must be provided on the attached confidential voter registration form in order for 
the Registrar to determine your voting jurisdictions. 

Your residence address, telephone number and e-mail (if provided) will be deemed confid"ntial after 
completion and acceptance of this application by the Registrar-Recorder/County Clerk. You will be 
notified in writing by the Registrar if the application is deficient 

This application for confidential voter status is a public record. Elections Code § 2166.7 (b). In addition, 
your name and valid mailing address may be disclosed for election, scholarly or political research, or 
government purposes pursuant to Elections Code § 2166.7 (d)(2). 

Confidential status means that you will become a permanent absent voter for all subsequent elections 
until the county elections official is notified in writing that confidentiality is terminated. However, this 
confidential status will terminate automatically after two years if a subsequent applicalion is not 
filed. 

As a permanent absent voter, you will automatically receive a combined absentee/sample ballot at the 
mailing address designated. 

OFFICE USE ONLY 



(Ventura County Letter Head) 

February 27, 	2007 

Board of Supervisors 
County of Ventura 
800 South Victoria Avenue 
Ventura, CA 93009 

SUBJECT: 	 REQUEST AUTHORIZATION TO EXPAND THE CONFIDENTIALITY OF VOTER 
REGISTRATION INFORMATION TO SPECIFIED PUBLIC SAFETY OFFICI:RS 
PURSUANT TO ELECTIONS CODE SECTION 2166.7 

RECOMMENDATION: 

It is recommended that your Board authorize the County Clerk and Recorder - Elections 
Division to expand the confidentiality of voter registration information to specified public sclfety 
officers pursuant to Elections Code 2166.7. 

FISCAL/MANDATE IMPACT: 

,;;'0 "'0 
Minimal program costs will be absorbed by the Elections Division. 

DISCUSSION: 

The purpose of the recommended action is to authorize the Elections Division to expand voter 
confidentiality for specified public safety officers as provided in newly enacted Election Cede 
("EC") Section 2166.7 (Attachment A), which became effective on January 1, 2007. The 
confidentiality would apply to individuals in specified public safety positions where the saf"ty 
officer believes a life threatening circumstance exists to the officer or the officer's family. 

On September 26, 2006, Senate Bill 506 was signed by the Governor and became effecti'Je 
January 1, 2007. The bill authorized, among other things, the county elections official to rnake 
confidential the residence address, telephone number and e-mail address appearing on the 
affidavit of voter registration of specified public safety officers. In order to implement the 
provisions of EC Section 2166.7, the Board of Supervisors is required to authorIZe the 
implementation. 

Prior to the enactment of SB 506, the confidential ity of voter information was applied to 
individuals when ordered by a court due to life threatening circumstances, as well as to victims 
of domestic violence and stalking, and reproductive health care service providers, employees, 
volunteers and patients . Senate Bill 506 adds EC Section 2166.7 which identifies five 
categories of public safety officers who also qualify for confidentiality, such as peace offico"s, 
judges, and government attorneys primarily practicing criminal law. The statutes identifying the 
specific positions entitled to confident iality are included in Attachment B. 



If authorized by your Board , the Elections Division will expand the confidentiality to those 
individuals who qualify, and file an application with the Elections Division. The application ,;hall 
contain a statement, signed under penalty of perjury, that the person is a public safety offic3r as 
defined in subdivision (f) of EC Section 2166.7, and that a life threatening circumstance exists to 
the officer or member of the officer's family. Confidential status under this section is appl ic"ble 
to the officer only. The application for confidentiality of the officer's information is a public 
record . 

The confidentiality granted by EC 2166.7, shall terminate no more than two years after 
commencement, and upon new application, may be granted for up to an additional two years 
after expiration. Any person granted confidentiality will be considered an absent voter for Ell 
subsequent elections until the Elections Division is notified in writing by the voter or Secretary of 
State. A voter requesting termination of absent voter status thereby consents to placemen t of 
his or her residence address, telephone number, and e-mail address in the roster of voters. In 
addition, the person granted confidentiality must provide a valid mailing address to be usecl in 
place of the residence address for election, scholarly, political research, and governmental 
purposes. The Elections Division, in producing any list, roster, or index, may, at its choice, use 
the valid mailing address or the word "confidential" or some similar designation in place of :he 
residence address. 

Upon your Board's approval, the Elections Division will implement the voter confidentiality 
provisions of EC Section 2166.7 in Ventura County. 

The County Executive Office, Auditor-Controller's Office, County Counsel, Sheriffs Office, and 
District Attorney's Office have reviewed this letter. 

If you have any questions regarding this item, please call Eugene R. Browning at 654-27011. 

Respectfully submitted, 

PHILIP J. SCHMIT 
County Clerk and Recorder 

Attachments 
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Chapter 2. Registration 

Article 4. Forms 


Cal Elee Code § 2166.7 (2006) 

§ 2166.7. Public safety office r entitled to confidentiality 

(a) If authorized by his or her county board of supervisors, a county elections official shall, 
upon application of a public safety office r, make confiden tial that officer's residence address, 
telephone number, and e-mail address appearing on the affidavit of registration, in 
accordance with the terms and conditions of this section. 

(b) The application by the public safety officer shall conta in a statement, Signed under 
penalty of perj ury, that the person is a public safe ty officer as defined in subdivision (f) and 
tha t a life threaten ing circumsta nce exists to the officer or a member of the officer's fami ly, 
The application shall be a public record , 

(c) The confidentiality granted pursuant to subdiv ision (a) sha!! te rminate no more than two 
years after commencement , as determined by the county elections official. The officer may 
submi t a new application for confidentiality pursuant to subdivision (a), and the new request 
may be gra nted for an additiona l period of not more than two years, 

(d) Any person granted confidentia lity unde r subdivision (a) shall : 

(1) Be considered an absent voter for all subsequent elections or until the county electio ns 
official is notif ied otherwise by the Secretary of State or in writing by the voter. A voter 
request ing termination of absent voter status thereby consents to placement of his or her 
residence address, t elephone number, and e-mail address in the roster of voters, 

(2) In addi ti on to the required residence address, provide a valid mailing address to be used 
in place of the residence add ress for elect ion, scholarly, or pol itical research, and government 
purposes, The elections official, in producing any list, roster, or index may, at his or her 
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choice, use the valid mailing address or the word "confidential" or some sim ilar designation in 
place of the residence address. 

(e) No action in negligence may be maintained against any government entity or office r or 
employee thereof as a result of disclosure of the information that is t he subject of th is sect i)n 
unless by a showing of gross negligence or willfulness. 

(f) "A public safety officer" has the same meaning as defined in subdivision (a), (d), (e), (f>, 
or (j ) of ~~lLon.9.25_ f the ~Q.Y.~JnmfmU:ode . 
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Applicable Statutes Identified 

In Elections Code § 2166.7 


Gov!. Code § 6254.24 

As used in this chapter, "public safety official" means the following: 

(a) An active or retired peace officer as defined in Sections 830 and 830 .1 of the 
Penal Code. 

(d) An attorney employed by the Department of Justice, the State Public 
Defender, or a county office of the district attorney or public defender, the United States 
Attorney, or the Federal Public Defender. 

(e) A city attorney and an attorney who represent cities in criminal matters. 
(I) A specified employee of the Department of Corrections and Rehabilitation 

who supervises inmates or is required to have a prisoner in his or her care or custody. 
U) State and federal judges and court commissioners. 

PENAL CODE § 830 

Peace officers; persons included and excluded 

Any person who comes within the provisions of this chapter and who otherwi:;e 
meets all standards imposed by law on a peace officer, and notwithstanding any other 
provision of law, no person other than those designated in this chapter is a peace 
officer. The restrict ion of peace officer functions of any publ ic offi cer or employee sh,1I 
not affect his or her status for purposes of retirement. 

PENAL CODE § 830.1 

Persons who are peace officers; extent of authority 

(a) Any sheriff, undersheriff, or deputy sheriff, employed in that capacity, of a 
county, any chief of police of a city or chief, director, or chief executive officer of a 
consolidated municipal public safety agency that performs police functions, any poli oe 
officer, employed in that capacity and appointed by the chief of police or chief, director, 
or chief executive of a public safety agency, of a city, any chief of police , or police officer 
of a district, including police officers of the San Diego Unified Port District Harbor Police, 
authorized by statute to maintain a police department, any marshal or deputy marshal of 
a superior court or county, any port warden or port police officer of the Harbor 
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Department of the City of Los Angeles, or any inspector or investigator employed in that 
capacity in the office of a district attorney, is a peace officer. The authority of the!;e 
peace officers extends to any place in the state, as follows: 

(1) As to any public offense committed or which there is probable cause to 
believe has been committed within the political subdivision that employs the pea(;e 
officer or in which the peace officer serves. 

(2) Where the peace officer has the prior consent of the chief of police or chiE,f, 
director, or chief executive officer of a consolidated municipal public safety agency 'J[ 

person authorized by him or her to give consent, if the place is within a city or of the 
sheriff, or person authorized by him or her to give consent, if the place is with a county 

(3) As to any public offense committed or which there is probable cause to 
believe has been committed in the peace officer's presence, and with respect to which 
there is immediate danger to person or property, or of the escape of the perpetrator of 
the offense. 

(b) The Attorney General and special agents and investigators of the 
Department of Justice are peace officers, and those assistant chiefs, deputy chiefs , 
chiefs, deputy directors, and division directors designated as peace officers by the 
Attorney General are peace officers. The authority of these peace officers extends to 
any place in the state where a public offense has been committed or where there is 
probable cause to believe one has been committed . 

(c) Any deputy sheriff of the County of Los Angeles, and any deputy sheriff of 
the Counties of Butte, Kern, Humboldt, Imperial, Inyo, Kings, Mendocino, Plumas, 
Riverside, San Diego, Santa Barbara, Shasta, Siskiyou, Solano, Sonoma, SuttE,r, 
Tehama, Tulare, and Tuolumne who is employed to perform duties exclusively 'J[ 

initially relating to custodial assignments with responsibilities for maintaining the 
operations of county custodial facilities , including the custody, care, supervisio1 , 
security, movement, and transportation of inmates , is a peace officer whose authority 
extends to any place in the state only while engaged in the performance of the duties Jf 
his or her respective employment and for the purpose of carrying out the primary 
function of employment relating to his or her custodial assignments , or when performing 
other law enforcement duties directed by his or her employing agency during a local 
state of emergency. 



CONFIDENTIAL AFFIDAVIT OF REGISTRATION 

AND ABSENTEE BALLOT APPLICATION 


(FOR USE BY PUBLIC SAFETY OFFICERS) 

- THIS APPLICATION MUST BE COMPLETED IN THE OFFICE OF THE REGISTRAR OF VOTERS

PLEASE PRINT CLEARLY: 

FIRST NAME MIDDLE NAME LAST NAME o 
et: 
o 
Ll MAILING ADDRESS (NOT YOUR RESIDENCE) 
LlJ 
et: 
Ll 

CITY STATE ZIP CODE ...J 
crl 

APPLICABLE STATUTES IDENTIFIED IN E.C. 2166.7: ::J 
Il. Public safety officers are defined in Govt. Code § 6254 .24 as follows: 

(a) An active or retired peace officer as defined in Sections 830 and 

830 1 of the Penal Code 

(d) An attorney employed by the Department of Justice, the Stale Public 

Defender, or a county office of the district attorney or public defender, the 

United States Attorney. or the Federal Public Defender. 

(e) A city attorney and an attorney who represent cities in criminal 

matters. 

(f) A specified employee of the Department of Corrections and 

Rehabilitation Vllho supervises inmates or is required to have a prisoner 

in his or her care or custody. 

U) State and federal judges and court commissioners. 


By signing below, you are attesting ur der penalty 
of perjury that you are a public safety Jfficer - as 
defined in Govt. Code § 6254.24, subdivisions 
(a), (d), (e), (f), or U) - and that a life threatening 
circumsta nce exists to yo u or a memter of your 
family. (E.C. § 2166.7) 

Your residence address, telephone m mber, and 
e-mail address will remain confidentia for a 
period of two years, at which time you may 
submit a new application for confidentiality . You 
will be considered an absent voter and you will 
automatically receive election materia s by mail. 

Confidential status under this prograrr applies 
only to the officer, and not to other reg stered 
voters at the same address. 

OFFICE USE ONLY 

CSO 10: 

EXP.DATE I 01 I 20 

CONFIDENTIAL AFFIDAVIT OF REGISTRATION 

AND ABSENTEE BALLOT APPLICATION 


(FOR USE BY PUBLIC SAFETY OFFICERS) 

• THIS APPUCATION MUST BE COMPLETED IN THE OFFICE OF THE REGISTRAR OF VOTERS

PLEASE PRINT CLEARLY: 

FIRST NAME MIDDLE NAME LAST NAME 

RESIDENCE ADDRESS (CONFIDENTIAL) 

CITY STATE ZIP CODE 

TELEPHONE (OPTIONA L) E-MAIL (OPTIONA L) 

« ...J 

I
Z 

o 
UJ 

LL 

o 
Z 

U 

I hereby request to register to vote by confidential 
affidavit of registration. 1 understand thi; means my 
home address, e-mail, and telephone number will be 
kept confidential 

I acknowledge this confidentiality will terminate on the 
firs t day of the month following two year> of 
confidential status from the dale of this <lpplication. 

I attest under penalty of perjury that I an) eligible for 
status as a confidential registered voter pursuant to 
E.C. § 2166.7. 

SIGNATURE DATE 

OFFICE USE ONLY 


CSO 10 ______ _ CONFIDENTIAL STREET, 


EXP. DATE: I 01 120 REGISTRATION PRECINCT #. 



DRAFT 


February 2, 2007 

Marin County Board of Supervisors 
3501 Civic Center Drive 
San Rafael, ell 94903 

SUB.! ECT: Request authorization to expand the confidentiality of voler registration 
information to specified public safety officials pursuant to CA EJections Code Sec. 
2166.7. 

Dear Board members : 

RECOMMENDATION: It is recommended tbat your board authorize the Registrar 
of Voters to expand the confidentiality of voter registration information to specified 
public safety officials pursuant to CA Elections Code Sec. 2166.7. 

SUMMAR Y: The purpose oflhe recommended action is to authori ze the Registrar of 
Voters to expand the confidentiality of voter registration information for specified public 
safety officials as provided in new legislation (CA Elections Code Sec. 2166.7.) This 
confidentiality would protect individuals in specified public safety positions where life 
threatening circumstances may exist to the official or to the officials' family. 

Senate 8i1l506, which became effective on January 1,2007, adds Sec. 2166.7 to the 
California Elections Code and authorizes county election officials to make confidential 
the residence address, lclephom: number and e-mail address on the voter registration 
al1idavits of public safety officials, including peace officers, judges and government 
attorneys practicing criminal law. The Board of Supervisors is specifically required to 
authorize the Registrar to carry out this expansion of the voter con fidentiality provisions 
of the CA Elections Code. 

Ifauthorizcd by your Board, the Registrar wi ll expand the confidentiality of voter 
registration information to individuals who qua lify and file an application with the 
Registrar. The application shall contain a statement, signed under penalty of pCljury, that 
the person is a public safety officer as defined in subdivis ion (f) of EC2 166.7, and that a 
life threatening circumstance ex ists to the oflicer of mCIl1 ber of the officer' s family. The 
application for conlidenlial ity is a public record. 



In addi ti on, the person granted confidentiality mUSl provide a valid mailing address to be 
used in place of the residence address for election, scholarly, poli tical research and 
governmental purposes. The Registrar, in producing any list, roster, or index, may, at his 
or her discretion, usc the val id mailing address or the word "confidential" or some simi lar 
designation in place of the residence address. 

The confidentiality granted by EC 2166.7 is effective for up to two years after 
commencement, as determined by the Registrar, and upon new application, may be 
granted for up to an additional two years. Any person granted confidentiality will be 
considered an absent voter for all subsequent elections until the Registrar is notified in 
wri ting by the voter or Secretary of State. A confidential voter requesting termination of 
absent voter status thereby consents to placement of his or her residence address, 
telephone number, and e-mail address in the roster of voters. 

While there are no requests for confidentiality at this time, we are seek ing your Boards' 
authorization now so that our otlice will be able to promptly respond to requests by 
public safety officers for confidential voter registration status. 

FISCAL/STAFFING IMPACT: Minimal program costs will be absorbed by the 
Registrar ofYoters' Department in its budget for FY 2006-07 and in future budgets. 

REVIEWED !lY: 	 l] Auditor-Controller [] N/A 
lx] Cou nty Counsel 
[J Human Resources rl N/A 

SIGNATURE: 

EI<liIlC Ginnold 
Registrar of Voters 
Michael Smith, County TreasurerlTax Collector/County Clerk 
Robert Doyle, Sheriff 



APPLICATION FOR CONFIDENTIAL VOTER REG ISTRATION STATUS 

FOR SPECIFIED PEACE OFFICERS 


COUNTY OF MARIN 


EFFECTIVE FOR 2 YEARS FROM DATE OF SIGNING I 
L---_____~ 

I, _ _ _ _ ____________ , declare that: 

I am a public safety officer or family-memb&f-t>I-a-jotl13lis safety offioer-as defined in See,..B;'§4.24 
of tAe C~ GoVefRmeRt Coee Section 2166.710 of the Elections Code and wish to be a registered 
voter. However, a life-threatening circumstance exists which affects me or a member of my 
family and requires that my res idence address, phone number and e-mail address, as shewn on 
my affidavit of voter registration be kept confidential, and not appear on any public roGter or 
index. I request that the Registrar of Voters maintain this information in a confidential manner, 
pursuant to Section 2166.7 of the Elections Code. 

I have received a copy of Section 2166.7 of the Elections Code, and I am aware of its 
provisions, including the fact that I will be considered a permanent absent voter for all 
subsequent elections or until I notify the Registrar of Voters in writing that I no longer wish to be 
a permanent absentee voter. If I request termination of my absent voter status, I understand 
that I will be consenting to placement of my residence address and telephone number in the 
public roster of voters. 

I understand that my confidential status will be effective for up to two years, after w hich, I 
may reapply for confidential status for up to two additional years, 

I will provide a valid mailing address to the Registrar of Voters which may be used for election, 
scholarly or political research, and government purposes. 

THIS DECLARATION EXECUTED UNDER PENALTY OF PERJURY UNDER THE LAVIS OF 
THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA 

DATE ___ ___________ 


Signature of voter 


DATE ________________ 


Registrar of Voters or Deputy 




APPLICATION FOR 

CONFIDENTIAL VOTER REGISTRATION 

FOR SPECIFIED PUBLIC SAFETY OFFICERS 

The fOllowing arc samples of application forms developed by Los Angeles, Ventura, and 
Marin Counlies. 

I, _______, declare that: 

I am a public safety officer as defined in Section 2166,7 of the California Elections Codc 
and wish to be a registered voter. However, a lire-threatening circumstance exists which 
affects me or a member of my family and requires Ihat my residence address, phone 
number and e-ma il address, as shown on my arJidavi t of voter registration be kept 
confidential, and not appear on any public list, roster or index. I request that the 
Registrar of Voters maintain this information in a confidential manner, pursuant to 
Section 2166.7 of the Elections Code. 

I have received a copy of Section 2166.7 of the Elections Code, and I am aware of its 
provisions, including the fact that [ will be considered a permanent absent votcr for all 
subsequent elections or until [ notify the Registrar of Voters in writing that [ no longer 
wish 10 be a permanent absen tee voter. [I' [ request termination of my absent voter status, 
[ undcrstand that I will be consenting to placement of my n.:sidencc address and telephone 
number in the public roster of voters . 

I undershlnd that my confidential status will be effective for up to two years , after 
which, I may reapp ly for confidential status for up to two additional years . 

I wi!! provide a valid mailing address to the Registrar of Voters, whieh may be used for 
election, schularly, or political research, and government purposes. 

THIS DECLARATION EXECUTED UNDER PENALTY OF PERJURY UNDER THE 
LAWS OF TilE STATE OF CALIFORNIA. 

DATE: SIGNATURE OF VOTER 

DATE SIGNATURE OF ELECTION OFFICIAL 



ATTACHMENT 


A 


Copy of SB 506 (Chapter 466, Stlltu tes of 2006) 



SI3 
(1) 

orma

bill 
registration 

ATTACHMENT A 

CHAPTER 446, STATUTES OF 2006 

BILL NUMBER: SB 506 

I'lLI'D WITII SECRETARY OF STATE SEPTEMBER 26, 2006 
APPROVED BY GOVERNOR SEPTEMB ER 26, 2006 

INTRODUCED BY Senator Poochigian 

An act to amend Sections 2194, 8105,8202, and 8204 of, and to add 

Sections 2166.7 and 8023 to, the Elections Code, and to amend 


Sect ion 6254.24 orthe Government Code, re lating to public officials. 


LEGISLATIVE COUNSEL'S DIGEST 

506, Poochigian Public officials. 
Existing law provides, until January 1,2008, that 

participants in the" Address Confidentiality for Victims of Domestic 
Violence and Stalking" program and the "Address Confidentiality for 
Reproductive Health Care Service Providers, Employees, Volunteers, 
and Patients" program who complete an applicat ion contain ing 
spcci licd inlormation in person at a community~bascd victims' 
assistance program may ha ve certain personal information, including 
the program participant's voter registration, remain confidential and 
not disclosed to the public. 

This bill would require a local elections official to extend this 
confident iality of voter registration inf tion to specified public 
safety officials, upon application, as specified, for a pcriod of no 
ll1urc than two ycars, if the local elections official is authorized 
to do so by his or her county board of supervisors. The application 
of II public safety official would be a public record . 

This would also include the signaturc of a votcr on a votcr 
registration card as part of the voter infonnation 
entitled to co nfidentiality. 

(2) Existing law prohibits a state or local agency from posting on 
the Internet the home address or telephone number of any elected or 
appointed officiaL It also prohibits, and makes punishable as a 



sti ng 
a 

El

misdemeanor or felony, as specified, any person from knowingly 
posting this infonnation or that orthe official's residing spouse or 
child on the Internet knowing thai pe rson is an elected or appointed 
o fficial and intending to cause imminent bodily harm to that 
individual. For this purpose, an elected or appointed official is 
variously defined and includes spec ified pub li c safety officials, as 
scparately defined. 

This bill would add to the definition of public safety offi cials 
state and federal judges and court commissioners. By expanding an 
ex isting crime, this bill would impose a state-mandated local 
program. 

(3) This bill would make technical and conforming changes to 
existing law. 

(4) Existi ng law establishes the procedures by which candidates 
lor judicial office arc nom inated and requires that specified filing 
fces be paid for filing nomination papers for all candidates for 
judicialollice. 

Exi law docs not require a candidate for judicial office to 
Jile declaration of intention to becomc a candidate. 

This bill would require each candidate for judicial office to file 
a declaration of intention to becomc a candidate and to pay the 
appropriate filing fee for filing the declaration. 

The bi ll wou ld also make other conforming changes to these 
provisions. 
(5) The California Constitution requires the state to rc imburse 

local agencies and school districts for cC11ain costs mandatcd by the 
state. Statutory provisions establish procedures for making that 
reimbursement. 

This bill would provide that no reimbursement is rcquired by this 
act lor a specified reason. 

This bi ll would incorporate addi tional changes in Section 6254.24 
orthe Government Code proposed by AB 2005, that would become 
operative only if AB 2005 and this bill are both chaptcred and become 
er!ectivc on or before January 1,2007, and this bill is chaptered 
las\. 

TilE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA DO ENACT AS fOLLOWS: 

SECTION J. Section 2166.7 is added to the ections Code, to read: 

2166.7. (a) If authorized by his or her county board of 
sllpervisors, a count)' elections official shall, upon application of a 
public safcty unicer, make confidential that officer's residence 
addn.:ss, telephone number, and e-mail address appearing on the 



istaffidavit of reg ration, in accordance wi th the terms and 
conditions of this sect ion. 

(b) The application by the public safety officer shall contain a 
statement, signed under penalty of perjury, that the person is a 
public safety officer as defined in subdivision (f) and that a life 
threatening circumstance exists to the officer or a member of the 
officer's family. The application shall be a public record. 

(e) The confidentiality granted pursuant to subdivision (a) shall 
terminate no more than two years after commencement, as determined by 
the county elections official. The officer may subm it a new 
application for confidentiality pursuant to subdivision (a), and the 
new request may he granted for an additional period of no I morc than 
Iwo years. 

Cd) Any person granted confidentiality under subdivision (a) 
shall: 

(1) Be considered an absent voter for all subsequent elect ions or 
until the county elections official is notified otherwise by the 
Secretary of State or in writing by the voter. /\ voter requesting 
termination of absent voter status thereby consents to placement of 
his or her residence address, Ielephone number, and e-mail address in 
the roster of vo ters. 

(2) In addition to the required residence address, provide a val id 
mailing address to be used in place of the residence address for 
election, scholarly, or political research , and government purposes. 
The elections official, in producing any list, roster, or index may, 
at his or her choice, use the valid mailing address or the word 
"confidential" or some si milar designation in place of the residence 
address. 

(e) No action in negligence may be maintained against any 
government entity or officer or employee thereof as a resu lt of 
disclosure (lfthe information that is the subject of'this section 
unless by a showing of gross negligence or willfulness. 

(I) "/\ public safety officer" has the same meaning as defined in 
subdivision (a) , (d). (c), (I), or Ul of Section 6254.24 of the 
Government Code. 

SEC. 2. Section 2194 of the Elections Code is amended to read: 
2194. (a) The voter rcgistration eard information identified in 

subdivision (a) ofScction 6254.4 of the Government Code: 
( 1) Shall be confidential and shall not appear on any computer 

terminal, list, ani davit, duplicate affidavit, or other medium 
routinely available to the public at the county elections offi cial's 
officc. 

(2) Shall not be used for any personal, private, or commercial 
purpose, including. but not limited to: 

CA) The harassment of any voter or voter's household. 
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(13) The advertising, solicitation, sale, or marketing of products 
or se rvices to any voter or voter's household. 

(C) Reproduction in print, broadcast visual or audio, or display 
on the Internet or any computer terminal unless pursuant to paragraph 
(3). 

provided wi th respect to any voter, subject to the 
provisions Sections 2166.5, 2166.7, and 2188. to any candidate for 
federal, state, or local office, to any committee for or against any 
initiative or referendum measure for which legal publication is 
made, and 10 any person for election, scholarly, journalistic. or 
political purposes, or for governmental purposes, as determined by 
the Secretary of State. 

(b) (I) Notwi thstanding any other provision of law, the California 
driver's liccnse number, the California identification card number, 
the socia l security number, and any other unique identifier used by 
the State of California fo r purposes of voter identification shown on 
a votcr registration eard of a registered voter, or added to voter 
registration records to comply with the requirements of the Help 
Amcrica Vote Act of2002 (42 U.S.c. Sec. 15301 et seq.), are 
confidential and shall not be disclosed to any person. 

(2) Notwithstanding any other provision of law, the signature of 
the ter shown on the voter registration card is confidential and 
shall not be disclosed to any person, except as provided in 
subdiv (c). 

(c) (I) home address or signature of any voter shall be 
released whenever the person's vote is challenged pursuant to 
Sections 15 105 to 15108, inclusive, or Art iclc 3 (commencing with 
Section 14240) of Chapter 3 of Division 14. The address or signature 
shall be released only to the challenger, to elections officials, and 
to other persons as necessary to make, defend against, or adjudicate 
the chfl llcnge. 

(2) An elections official shall permit a pen;on to view the 
signa turc of a voter for the purpose of determini ng whether the 
sigmlture matches a signature on an affidavit of registration or a 
petition. bu t shalt not permit a signature to be copied. 

(d) A gove rnmental entity, or officer or employee thereof, sha ll 
not be held civ illy liable as a result of di sclosure of the 
in lormat i n referred 10 in this section, unless by a showi ng o f" gross 
m.:gligcl1ce or willfulness. 

(e) For the purposes of thi s section, "voter's househo ld" is 
defined as the voter's place of residence or mailing address or any 

w at the place of dence or use the ling 
address as supplied on the affidavit of registration pursuant to 
paragraphs (3) and (4) of subdi vision (a) of Section 2150. 
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SEC. 3. Section 8023 is added to the Elect ions Code, to read: 
8023. (a) Except in the case ofajudicial office filled in 

accordance with subdivision (d) of Section 16 of Article VI of the 
Constitution, every candidate for a judicial office, not more than 14 
nor less than five days prior to the first day on which his or her 
nomination papers may be circulated and signed or may be presented 
for filing, shall file in the office of the elec tions official in 
which his or her nomination papers arc required to be filed or left 
for examination, a written and signed declaration in duplicate of his 
or her intention to become a candidate for that office on a form to 

be supplied by the elections official. A candidate for a numerically 
designated judicial office shall state in his or her declaration for 
which office he or she intends to become a candidate. A copy of each 
declaration of intention filed in accordance with this article shall 
be immediately forwarded by the elections official to the Secretary 
of State. 

(b) No person may be a candidate nor have his or her name printed 
on any ballot as a candidate for judicial office unless he or she has 
filed the declaration of intention provided fo r in this section. If 
the incumbent of a judicial office fails to file a declaration of 
intention by the end of the period specified in subdivision (a), 
persons other than the incumbent may file declarations of intention 
no laler than the first day for filing nomination papers. 

(c) Declarations shall be in substantialty the following form: 

"I hereby declare my intention to become a candidate for the 
orfi ce of_ _ (name of office and district, if any) at the __,2 

election." 

Cd) This section shall apply to all judicial offices whethe r 
numerically designawd or not. 

SEC. 4. Section 8105 of the Elections Code is amended to read: 
8105. (a) The filing fees for all candidates shall bc paid at the 

time the candidates obtain their nomination forms from the county 
elections official. The county elections official shall not accept 
any papers unless the fees are paid at the time required by this 
sect ion, or unless sati sfactory evidence is given to the county 
elections official or to the registrar ol'voters that the fee has 
bcen paid I.It the time of the declaration of candidacy in another 
county. The county elections official shall transmit the appropriate 
fees to the Secretary of State at the time he or she delivers the 
declarations of candidacy for filing. A filing fees received by the 
Secretary of State county elections officials are nonrefundable . 

(b) The filing fees for candidates required to file declarations 
or intention pursuant 10 Section 8023 shal l be paid at the time the 
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declarations arc filed with the county elections official. 

SEC. 5. Section 8202 of the Elections Code is amended to read: 
8202. The numerically designated offices ll be grouped and 

arranged on all ballots in numerical order. No pe rson may be a 
candidate nor have his or her name printed upon any ballot a 
candidate for any numerically des gnated office other than the one 
indicated by him or her in his or her declaration of intention to 
become a candidate. 

SEC. 6. Section 8204 of the Elections Code is amended to read: 
8204. (a) lfan incumbent ofajudicial office dies on or before 

the last day prescribed for the filing of nomination papers, or files 
a declaration of intention but for any reason fail s to fi le his or 
her nomination papers by the last day prescribed for the filing of 
the papers, an additional five days shall be allowed for the filing 
of nomination papers for the office. 

(b) Any person other than the person who was the incumbent, if 
otherwise qualified, may file nomination papers for the office during 
the extcnded period, notwithstanding that he or she has not fi led a 
written signed declaration of intention to become a candidate for 
the office as provided in Sections 8023 and 8201. 

SEC. 7. Section 6254.24 of the Govcrnment Code is amended to read: 
6254.24. As used in this chapter, "public safe y official" means 

any of the following: 
(a) An active or rctired peace officer as defined in Sections 830 

and 830.1 of the Penal Code. 
(b) An active or reti red public officer or other person li sted in 

Sections 1808.2 and 1808.6 of the Vehicle Code. 
(e) An "elected or appoin ted offic ial" as defined in subdivision 

(I) of Section 6254.21. 
(d) Attorneys employed by the Department of Justice, the State 

Public Defender, a county oflice of the district attorney or public 
dc/ender, the Uni ted States Attorney, or the Federal Public Defender. 

(e) City attorneys and attorneys who rep esent cities in c riminal 
matters. 

(I) Speci fi ed employees of the Department of Corrections, the 
California Youth Authority, and the Prison Industry Authori ty who 
supervise inmatcs or are required to have a prisoner in thc ir care or 
custody. 

(g) Swam and nonsworn cmployees who supervise inma es in a city 
police dcpurtmcnt, a count)' sheriffs office, the Department of the 
Culifornia IIighway Patrol. federal, state, and local detention 
facilities. or local juvenile halls. camps, ranches, and homes. and 
probation officers as defined in Section 830.5 of the Penal Code. 



t

thi s 

attorney 

w

(h) Federal prosecutors and criminal investigators and National 
Park Service Range rs working in California. 

(i) The surviv ing spouse or child of a peace officer defi ned in 
Sect ion 830 of the Penal Code, if the peace officer died in the line 
of duty . 

U) State and federal j udges and court commi ssioners. 

SEC. 7.5. Sec ion 6254.24 of the Government Code is amended to 
read: 

6254.24. As used in chapter. "publ ic safety o ffici al" means 
any of the following: 

(a) An active or retired peace officer as defined in Sections 830 
and 830.1 of tile Penal Code, 

(b) An active or retired public officer or other person li sted in 
Sections 1808.2 and 1808.6 of the Vehicle Code. 

(c) An "elected or appointed official" as defined in subdivision 
(I) of Sect ion 6254.21. 

(d) An employed by the Department of Justi ce, the Stale 
Public Defender. a county officc of the dist rict attorney or public 
defender, the Uni ted States Attorney, or the Federal Public Defende r. 

(e) A ci ty atto rney and an attorney who represent cities in 
criminal mailers. 

(I) A speci lied cmployee of the Departmelll of Corrections and 
Rehabilitation who supervises inmates or is required to have a 
prisoncr in his or her care or custody. 

(g) Sworn and nonsworn employees ho supervise inmates in a c ity 
police department , a count )' sheriffs office, the Department of the 
Cal ifornia Highway Patro l, federal , state, or a local detention 
lacility, or a local juvenile hall, camp, ranch, or home, and 
probation offi cers as defined in Section 830.5 of the Penal Code. 

(h) A federal prosecutor, a federal crim inal investigator and a 
National Park Service Ranger working in California. 

(i) The survivi ng spouse or child ora peace onicer defi ned in 
Seclion 830 or the Penal Code, if the peace officer died in Ihe line 
of duty. 

U) State and federal j udges and court commiss ioners. 
(k) An employee of the Attorney Genera l, a district attorney, or a 

public defender who submits verifi cation from the Attorney Gcnercli , 
district attorney, or public defendcr that the employee represents 
the Attorney General, district attorney, or public defender in 
matters that rou tinely place that employee in personal contact with 
persons under investigat ion for, charged with, or convicted of, 
committi ng criminal acts. 

(I) A nonsworn employee of the Department of Just ice or a police 
department or sheriff s office thaI, in the course of his or her 
employment, is responsible for collecting, documenting, and 



preserving physical evidence at crime scenes, testifying in court as 
an expert witness, and other technical duties, and a nonsworn 
employee that, in the course of his or her employment, performs a 
variety of standardized and advanced labora tory procedures in the 
examination of physical crime evidence, determines their results, and 
provides expert testimony in court. 

SEC. 8. No reimbursement is required by th is act pursuant to 
Section 6 of Article XIII B of the California Constitution because 
the only costs that may be ineulTf.:d by a local agency or school 
district will be incurred because this act creates a new crime or 
infraction, eliminates a crime or infraction, or changes the penalty 
lor a crime or infraction, within the meaning of Section 17556 of the 
Government Code, or changes the definition of a crime wi thin the 
meaning of Section 6 of Article X III 8 or the Cali larnia 
Const i tLltion. 

SEC. 9. Section 7.5 or this bill incorporates amendments to 
Section 6254.24 or the Government Code proposed by both this bill and 
1\13 2005. It shall only become operative ir(J) both bilts aTe 
enacted and become effective on or before January 1,2007, (2) each 
bill amends Section 6254.24 of the Government Code, and (3) this bill 
is enacted after Ail 2005, in which case Section 7 orthis bill shall 
not become operative. 
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Definition of a "Public Safety Officer" --- including Government Code section 
6245.24 and Penal Code sections 830 and 830.1 
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ATTACHMENT B 


GOVERNMENT COOE SECTION 6254.24 AND OTHF:R SECTIONS THAT 

PROVIDE A 


DEFINITION OF "PUBLIC SAFETV OFFIC IAL" 


OVERVIF:W 

Elections Codc section 2166.7 defines a "public safety official" as a person who meets 
the qualifications of subsections (a), (d), (e), (I), and U) or Government Code section 
6245.24. Subsection (a), in turn, references Penal Code sections 830 and 830.1 for 
definition of "peace officer" 

GOVERNMENT CODE SECTION 6254.24. 
"PUBLIC SAFETY OFFICIAL" 

As used in this chapter, "public safely official" means the following: 

(a) An active or retired peace of1icer as defined in Seclions 830 and 830. J ofthe 
Penal Code. 

(b) An active or retired public officer or other person listed in Sec/ions 1808.2 and 
18U8.6 oj/he Vehicle Code. 

(e) An "elected or appointed official" as defined in subdivi sion «() or Section 
6254.21. 

(ll) An attorney employed by the Department of Justice, the State Public Defender, or 
a county omcc orthe district allorney or public defender, the United States Attorney, or 
the Federal Public Defender. 

(e) A city attorney and an attorney who represent cities in criminal matters. 

(f) A specified employee of the Department of Corrections and Rehabilitation who 
supervises inmates or is required to have a prisoner in his or her care or custody. 

(g) 1\ sworn or nonsworn employee who supervises inmates in a city police 
department, a county sheriffs office, the Department of the California Highway Patrol , 
Icdcral, state, or a local detention facility, and a local juvenile ball, camp, ranch, or home, 
and a probation officer as defined in Section oflhe Penal Code. 

(h) 1\ federal prosecutor, a federal crimina! investigator, and a Nat ional Park Service 
Ranger working in California. 

(i) The surv iving spouse or child of a peace officer defined in Sec/ion 830 of/he 
Pl!na! Code, if the peace office r died in the line of duty. 



(j) State and federal judges and coul1 commissioners. 

(k) An employee of the Attorney General, a district anomey, or a public defender 
who submits verification from the Attorney General, district attorney, or public defender 
that the employee represents the Attorney General, distri ct attorney, or public defender in 
matters that routinely place that employee in personal contact with persons under 
investigation for, charged with, or convicted of, committing criminal acts. 

(I) A nOllsworn employee of the Department of Justice or a policc dcpartment or 
sheriff's office that, in the course of his or her employment, is responsible fo r collecting, 
dOcllll1cnting, and prese rving physical evidence at crime scenes, testifying in court as an 
expert wi tness, and other technical duties, and a nonsworn employee that, in the course of 
his 0]' her employment, performs a variety of standardized and advanced laboratory 
procedures in the examination of physica l crime evidence, determines their results, and 
provides expert testimony in court. 

PENAL CODE SECTIONS 830 AND 830.1 

DEFINITION OF A "PEACE OFFICER" 


830. Any person who comes within the provisions oftl1is chapter and 
who otherwise meets all standards imposed by law on a peace officer 
is a peace olTicer, and notwithstanding any other provision of!aw, 
no person other than those designated in this chapter is a peace 
olTieer. The restricti on of peace officer functions of any public 
officer or employee shall not affect his or her status for purposes 
of retirement. 

830.1 . (a) Any sheriff, undcrsheri ff, or deputy sheriff, employed 
in that capacity, of a county, any chief of police of a ci ty or 
chief, director, or chief executive officer of a consol idated 
municipal public safety agency that performs police functi ons, any 
police onieer, employed in that capacity and appointed by th e chief 
of police or chief. director, or chief executive of a public safely 
agency, or a city, any chicI' of police, or po lice officer of a 
district , induding police officers of the San Diego Unified Port 
Districtllarbor Police, authorized by statute to maintain a police 
department. any marshal or deputy marshal of a superior court or 
COUllty. any port warden or pOI1 police orticcr orlhe Harbor 
f)cpartmmt oCthc City of Los Angeles, or any inspector o r 
investigator employed in that capacity in the ollicc ora district 
attorney, is a peace oflieer. The authority of these peace officers 
extends to any place in the state , as follows: 

(\) As to any public offense eommilled or which there is probable 
cause to believe has been committed within the political subdivision 
that cmploys thc peace officer or in which the peace ollicer serves. 
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(2) e the peace officer has the prior consent of the chief of 
police chief, director. or chief executive office r of a 
consolidated municipal public safety agency, or person authorized by 
him or her to give consent, if the place is within a city or of the 
sherif I. or person authorized by him or her to give consen t, if the 
place is wi thi n a county. 

(3) As to any public offense committed or which there is probable 
cause to believe has been committed in Ihe presence, 
and with respect to which there is immediate danger to person or 
property, or of the escape of the perpetrator of the offense. 

(b) The Attorney General and special agents and investigators of 
the Department of Justice arc peace officers, and those assistant 
ehiers, deputy chiefs, chiefs, deputy directors, and div ision 
direc tors designated as peace officers by the Attorney General are 
peace officers. The author ity of these peace officers extends to any 
place in the state where a public offense has been committed or where 
there is probable cause to believe one has been committed . 

(c) Any deputy sheri ff orthe County of Los Angeles, and any 
deputy shcriff of the COLmties of Butte, Kern, Humboldt, Imperial , 
Inyo, Kings, Mendoci no, Plumas, Ri verside, San Di o, Santa Barbara, 
Shasta , S iyou, Solano, Sonoma, Sutler, Tehama, lare, and 
Tuolumne who is employed to perform duties exclusively or initially 
rel ating to custodia l assignments wi th responsibilities for 
mainta ining the operations of county custodial facil ities, including 
the custody. care, supervision, securit y, movement, and 
transportat ion of inmates, is a peace officer whose authority extends 
to any place in the state only while engaged in the performance of 
the duties of his or her respective employment and for the purpose of 
carrying out the primary fLlOclion of employment relating to hi s or 
her custodial assignments, or when perfo rming other law enforcement 
duties directed by hi s or her employing agency du ring a loca l state 
o f emergency. 
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MISCELLANEOUS ELECTION CODE AND GOVERNMENT CODE SECTIONS 

RELATlNG TO CONFIDENTIALITY OF VOTER RECOR])S 

ELECTIONS CODE 

2166. Confidential Registration Upon Onlcr ofa Superior Court 

(a) Any person filing with the county elections official a 
new affidavit of regis Ira lion or reregistration may have the 
information relating to his or her residence address, telephone 
number, and c-mail address appearing on the affidavit, or any list or 
roster or index prepared therch'om, declared confidential upon order 
of a superior court issued lIpan a showing of good cause that a life 
threatening circumstance exists to the voter or a member orthe voter' 
s household , and naming the county elections offic ial as a party. 

(b) Any person granted conlidentiality under subdivision (a) 
shall: 

(I) Be considered an absent voter for all subsequent elections or 
until the county elections official is notified otherwise by the 
coul1 or in writing by the voter. A voter requesting termination of 
absent voter status thereby consents to placement of his or her 
residence address, telephone number, and e-mail address in the roster 
of voters. 

(2) In addition to the required residence address, provide a valid 
mailing address to be used in place of the residence address for 
election, scholarly. or political research, and government purposes. 
The elections officia l, in producing any list, roster, or index may, 
at his or her choice, lise the valid mailing address or the word 
"confident ial" or some similar designation in place of the residence 
address. 

(c) No action in negligence may be maintained against any 
government entity or officer or employee thereof as a result of 
disclosure of the information which is the subject of this section 
unless by a showing of gross negligence or willfulness. 

2166.5. Confidential Registration 

(a) Any person fi ling with the county elections offi cial a 
new ar!idavit of registration or n::registralion may have the 
information relating to his or her residence address, telephone 
number, and e-mail address appearing on the affidavit, or any list or 
roster or index prepared therefrom, declared confidential upon 
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presentation of ccrt iJication that the person is a participant in the 
Address Confiden ti ality fo r Victims of Domestic Violence and 
Swlking p ogram pursuan t to Chapter 3. 1 (commencing with Section 
6205) of Division 7 of Ti tle I of the Government Code or a 
pUI1icipant in the Address Confidentiality fo r Reproductive Health 
Ca Scrvice Providers, Employees, Volunteers, and Patient ram 
pLlfsuantto Chapter 3.2 (commencing wi th Section 6215) O 
div ision. 

(b) Any person granted confidentiali ty under subdivision (a) 
shall: 

(I) Be considered an abscnt voter for all subsequen t e lect ions or 
until the county e lections o ffi cial is notified otherwise by the 
Secretary of State or in writing by the vote r. A voter requesting 
termina tion of absent vo ter status thereby consentS to plac.ement of 
his or her res idence address, telephone number, and e·mail address in 
the roster o r voters. 

(2) In addit ion to the required residence address, provide a valid 
mai ling address to be used in place of the residence address fo r 
election, scholarl y, or poli ti cal research , and govcrnment purposes. 
The elections onicial, in producing any li st, roster, or index may, 
at his or her choice, usc the valid mail ing address or the word 
"confidcntial" o r some similar des ignation in place of the residence 
address. 

(c) No act ion in negligence may be maintained against a ny 
government entity o r officer or employee thereof as a result of 
disclosure of the information that is the subject of this sec tion 
un less by a showing of gross negligence or willfulness. 

(d) Subdivisions (a) and (b) shall not apply to any person granted 
con fidentialit y llpon receipt by the county elections official of a 
written notice by the address confiden ti ality program manager orthe 
withdrawal, inva lidation, expiration, or termination orthe program 
partieipant's certification. 

(e) This se(;tion shall remain in effect only until January I , 
2008, and as of that date is repealed , unless a late r enacted 
statute, that is cna(; ted before January 1,2008, deletes or extends 
that date. 

2188. Ap(}licntion for Votcr Rcgistnltion Information 

(a) Any clpplication for voter regi stration information 
available pursuan t to law and maintained by the Secretary of State or 
by the elect ions o ffici al of any county sha ll be made pursuant to 
this se(; tiol1. 

(b) The application sha ll set forth all of the following: 
(I) The printed or typed name of the applican t in full. 
(2) The comple te residence add ress and complete business address 
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of the applicant, giving street and number. Ifno street or number 

exists. a postal mailing address as well as an adequate designation 

sufficienlto readily ascertain the location. 


(3) The telephone number of the appl icant. if one exists. 
(4) The number of the applicant's driver's license. state 


identificat ion card, or other identification approved by the 

Secretary ol'State if the app li cant does not have a driver's license 

or state identification card. 


(5) The specific information requested. 
(6) A stateme nt of the intended use of the information requested. 
(c) If the applicat ion is on behalfofa person other than the 

applicant, the applicant shall, in addi tion to the information 
requi red by subdivision (b), set forth all of the follow ing: 

(I) The namc of the person, organization, company, committee, 
association, or group requesting the voter registration information, 
including thcir complete mailing address and telephone number. 

(2) The name of the pe rson authorizing or requesting the applicant 
to obtai n the vote r registration information. 

(d) The elections official shall requcst the applicant to disp lay 
his or her iden tification lor purposes of verifying that identifying 
numbers of the identification document match those written by the 
applicant on the application form . 

(e) The app li cant shall certify to the truth and correctness of 
the content of the application, under pcnalty of perjury, with the 
signat of his or her name at length , including give name, middle 
name or initial, or initial and middle name. The applicant shall 
state the date and plClce of exccution of the declaration. 

(() Completed applications for voter registration information 
shall he retained by the elections offic ial for five years from the 
date of application. 

(g) This sec ti on shall not apply to requests for information by 
elections onicials for election purposes or by other public agencies 
lor governmental purposes. 

( ) The Secretary of State may prescribe additional information to 
be included in the application for voter registration information. 

2194. Confidcnti~11 Voter Registrat ion 

(a) The votc r registration card information identified in 
subdivision (a) of Section 6254.4 of the Government Code: 

(I) Shall be confident ial and shall not appear on any computer 
terminal, list, aflidavit, duplicate affidavit, or other medium 
routinely availab le to the public at the county elections off'icial's 
office. 

(2) Shall not be Llsed for any personal, private, or commercial 
purpose, including, but not limited to: 
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(A) The harassment of any voter or voter's household. 
(8 ) The advertising, solicitation, sale, or marketing of products 

or services to any voter or voter's household. 
(C) Reproduction in print, broadcast visual or audio, or display 

on the Internet or any computer terminal unless pursuant to paragraph 
(3). 

(3 ) Shall be provided with respect to any voter, subject to the 
provisions of tions 2166.5, 2166.7, and 2188, to any candidate for 
federal , state, or local office, to any commillee for or against any 
initiative or referendum measure lor which legal publication is 
made. and to any person for election, scholarly, journalistic, or 
political purposes, or for governmental purposes, as determined by 
the Secretary ol"Stale. 

(b) ( I) Notwithstanding any other provision of law, the California 
dri ver's license number, the California identification card number, 
the social security number, and any olher unique identifier used by 
the State of California for purposes of voter identification shown on 
a voter registrat ion card of a registered voter, or added to voter 
registration records to comply with the requirements of the Help 
America Vole Acl of2002 (42 U.S.C. Scc. 15301 el scq .), are 
confidential and shall not be disclosed to any person. 

(2) Notwithstanding any other provision oflaw, the signature of 
the voter shown on the voter registration card is confident ial and 
shall not be disclosed to any person, except as provided in 
subdi vision (c). 

(c) (1) The home address or signature of any voter shall be 
released whenever the person's vote is challenged pursuant to 
Sections 15105 to 15108, inclusive, or Al1icle 3 (commencing with 
Section 14240) of Chapter 3 of Division 14. The address or signature 
shall be released only to the challenger, to elections officials, and 
to other persons as n ary to make, defend against, or adjud icate 
the challenge. 

(2) An elections offi cial shall permit a son to view the 
signatu re of a voter for the purpose of determining whether the 
signatu re matches a nature on an affidavit of registration or a 
petition, but hall not permit a signature to be copied. 

(d) A governmental entity, or officer or empl oyee thereof, shall 
not be held civilly liable as a result of disclosure oflhe 
information referred to in this section, unless by a showing of gross 
negli gence or willfulness. 

(c) For the purposes of this section, "voter's household" is 
deli ned as the vote r's place of residence or mailing address or any 
persons who reside at the place of residence se the mailing 
address as supp ed on the affidavit of registration pursuant to 
paragraphs (3) and (4) of subdivision (a) of Section 2150. 



GOVERNMENT CODE 

6253.5. Sign atures on Petitions 

Notwithstanding Sections 6252 and 6253, statewide, county, 
city. and district initiative, referendum , and recall petitions, 
petitions circulated pur51-Jan! to Section 5091 of the Education Code, 
petitions for the reorganization of school districts submitted 
pursuant to Article I (commencing with Section 35700) of Chapter 4 of 
Pari 2 1 of the Education Code, petitions for the reorganization of 
community college districts submitted pursuant to Part 46 (commencing 
with Section 74000) of the Education Code and all memoranda prepared 
by the county elections oflicials in the examination of the 
petitions indicating which registered voters have signed particular 
petitions shall not be deemed to be public records and shaH not be 
open to inspection except by the public officer or pLlblic employees 
who have the duty of recci ving, examining or preserving the petitions 
or who are responsible for the preparation ortha! memoranda and, if 
the petition is found to be insufficient, by the proponents of the 
petition and the representatives of the proponents as may be 
designated by the proponents in writing in order to determine which 
signatures were disqualified and the reaso ns therefor. However, the 
Attorney General, the Secretary of State, the Fair Pol itical 
Practices Commission, a district attorney, a school district or a 
community college district attorney, and a city attorney shall be 
permitted to examine the material upon approval of the appropriate 
superior court. 

If the proponents ora petition arc permitted to examine the 
petition and memoranda, the examination shall commence not latcr than 
21 days after certificat ion of insufficiency. 

(a) As used in this section, "petition" shall mean any petition to 
which a registered voter has aflixed his or her signature. 

(b) As used in this section "proponents orthe petition" means the 
fo llowing: 

(I) For statewide initiative and referendum measure s, the person 
or pe rsons who submit a draft of a petition proposing the measure to 
the Attorney General with a request tha t he or she prepare a title 
and sUlllmary of the chief purpose and points of the proposed measure. 

(2) 1-'01' other initiative and refercnda on Illeasures, the person or 
persons who publish a notice of intention to circulate petitions, or, 
where publication is Ilot required, who file petitions with the 
dectiol1s official. 

(3) For recall measures, the person or persons dcJincd in Section 
343 of the Elections Coele. 
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(4) For peti tions circulated pursuant to Section 5091 of the 
Education Code, the person or persons having charge petition 
who submit the petition to the county superintendent of schools. 

(5) For pet itions circulated pursuant to Article I (commencing 
with Section 35700) of Chapter 4 of Part 21 of the Education Code, 
the person or persons designated as chief petitioners undcr Section 
3570 1 of the Education Code. 

(6) For petitions ci rculated pursuant to Part 46 (commencing with 
Section 74000) of the Education Code, the person or persons 
designated as chief petitioners under Sections 74 102,74133 , and 
741 52 of tile Education Code. 

6253.6. Lists of Requests for Bilingual Mldcrill ls 

(a) Notwithstanding the provisions of Sections 6252 and 
6253. information compiled by public onieers or plJblic employees 
reveali ng the identity of persons who have requested bilingual 
ballo ts or ba llot pamphlets. made in accordance with any federal or 
state law. or other data that would reveal the iden tity of the 
requester, shall not be deemed to be public records and shall not be 
provided to any person other than public offi cers or public employees 
who are responsible for receiving those requests and processing the 
same. 

(b) Nothi contained in subdivision (a) shall be construed as 
prohibiting any person who is otherwise authorized by law from 
exam ining election materials, including, but not limited to, 
affidavi ts of regist ration, provided that requests fo r bilingual 
ballot.s or ballot pamphlets shall be subject to the restrictions 
contained in subd ivision (a). 
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Primer on Confidentiality of Voter n.cgistr~ltion Information 



Confidentiality in Voter Registration Primer 

State law regarding the confidentiality ofvotcr information in California is a 

complex web of confusing references between the Government and Elections Codes that 

contain repetitious and sometimes badly drafted provisions. Much of the confusion arises 

from the root of voter confidentiality in the Cal ifornia Public Records Act (ePRA) and 

because S8 506 and the other classes of registrants we generally consider as "confidential 

voters" arc an exception, to an exception, to an exception to the CPRA. The purpose of 

this primer is to attempt to describe this framework and, in light of this complex scheme, 

describe what voter information is ultimately disclosed to the public, and under what 

circumstances. This is not mean t to be an exhaustive description of all the intricacies of 

dealing with votcr information; rather it is a genera l overview of the legal framework 

involved in voter confident iality. 

I. The California Public H.ecords Act (CPRA): 

The CPRA requires all public records to be disclosed to any person, upon request, 

unless the record is exempt from disclosure. (Gov. Code § 6253.) "Public records" 

include any writing containing information relevant to the conduct of government that is 

prepared. owned, or retained by a state or local agency. (Gov. Code § 6252(c).) 

Therefore, without a specific exception to the provisions orthe CPRA, Voter Registration 

Cards (YRC) and other voter information in the possession of local or state governments 

would be considered public records and full disclosure would be required to anyone 

requesting this information. 

II. Exemption to the CPRA for Cert~lin Voter Information: 

The CPM itself contains a limited exemption for voter information. For a ll 

registered voters in California, the CPRA provides that the following information is 

"contidential," or exempt from disclosure: home address (defined as street address only 

- docs nOI include city or zip code), telephone number, email address, precinct number, 

number specified by the Secretary of State, prior registration information, California 

driver's license number or state 10 number, social security number, unique identifier used 
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by the Statc, and the voter's signature. (Gov. Code § 6254.4. ) Therefore, under nonnal 

circumstances, if a local o r state agency is in receipt ofa public records request, the 

information spec ified as confidential may not be disclosed. (See Table 1.) However, thc 

remaining information on the VRC, including the voter's name, is a public rccord and 

subject to di sclosure to any member of the public . 

Table 1: CPRA Status 0/ Voter III/ormation Required ill Elections Code § 2150: 
Information Contained on VRC CPRA Status 

Voter Name Public Record 
Home Address (Street Number) Confidential 

(City and Zip Code) Public Record 
Mailing Address Public Record 
Telephone Number Confiden tial 
Email Address Confidential 
Date 01" Public Record 
Place Birth Public Record 

License Number, SSN, or Un ique ID Confidential 
Affiliation Publ ic Record 

ecto (Citizenship, 18 Years 01" Age) Public Record 
Re: Imprisonment or Parole for Felony Public Record 

Registnltion Information Confidential 
Signature Confidential 
Optional Survey Public Record 
Statement of Person Assisting With Registrati Public Rccord 

Prccinct or other SOS Number* Confidential 
•Not contamcd m votcr registratIOn card. 

III. Elections Code § 2194 Mandatory Disclosure (The Exception to the Exception): 

In creating this limited exempti on for voter information, the CPRA provides that 

the in!ormation described above "shall not be di sc losed to any person except pursuant to 

Section 2 194 of the Elections Code." (Gov. Code § 6254.4.) This provision of the 

Elections Code actually mandates disclosure to candid ballot measure committees, 

and to any pe rson for election, scholarl y, journalist ic, political , or government purposes, 

of all voter information except the ID numbers described abovc, and the voter's 

signaturc . (Elec. Code § 2194(a)(3 ).) These ID numbers items are abso lutely exempt 

from di sclosure, and a s ignature is absolutcly confidenti al except wi th regard to s ignature 

comparisons. (Elec. Code § 2 194(b).) Table 2 describes the status of VRC information 

for the purpose of mandato ry disclosure under the circumstances described in Elections 
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Code section 2194(a)(3). However, for all other purposes, di sclosure to the general 


public remains unaffected by Elections Code section 2194. (See Table I .) An 


application must also be fi led to establish whether the requester is qualified for the 


mandatory disclosure and the intended usc of the voter registration infonnation. (Elec. 


Code §§ 2188 and 2194.) 


Table 2: Mandatory Disclosure to C(lIldidflles lllld Others: 

Information Contained on VRC Disc losure Status 
Voter Name Already a Public Record 
Il ome Address eet Number) Mandatory Di sclosure 
Address (City and Zi p Code) Already a Public Record 
Mailin J Address Already a Public Record 
Telephone Mandatory Disclosure 
Em Mandatory Disclosure 
Date Already a Public Record 

lace of Birth eady a P Record 
Driver's License Number, State ID, SSN, or Uniq ue ID Confid ential 
Political Party Affiliation Already a Public Record 
Factsto Est. as Elector (Citizenship, 18 Years of Age) Al ready a Public Record 
Statement Rc: Imprisonment or Parole for Felony Already a Public Record 
Pri or Reg_i stration Information Alread Record 
Signature Confid ial 
Optional S Al Public ecord 
Prec inct or other Mandatory Di sclosure 
Statement of Person Assisting With Registrati on Alr dy a Public Record 
*Not contaltled In voter regIstratIOn card . 

IV. "Confidential Voters" (The Exception to the Exception to the Exception): 

Elections Code sect ion 2166, 2166.5, and 2166.7 all create specific classes of 

votcrs for which certain voler infonnation remains absolutely confide nt ial and, therefore, 

is not subjcct to the mandatory disclosure requirements of Elections Code section 2194. 

This p imer will focus on S.B. 506 vot lthough this bi ll was modeled after the court· 

ordered and safe·at·homc confidenti al voter provisions and is generally applicable to 

those provisions. For quali fying public safety of'lieials, I S.B. 506 provides that the 

following votcr information is not subject to mandatory disclosure undcr Elections Code 

scc tion 2194: residence address, te lephone number, and email addrcss. These provisions 

also provide that an application for confidentia l status under S.B . 506 is a public record. 

I These inc lude only those public safety officials described in subdivision (a), (d), (e), (f), or OJ of 
Government Code section 6254.24. 
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Therefore, the application should not contain any of thi s infonnation. Also remember 

that the voter's driver's license, state ID, SSN, or unique ID, and the voter's signature are 

already made absolutely confidential under Elections Code section 2194(b). 

Table 3 describes the status of voter information for "confidential voters" under 

S. il 506 upon the receipt of a proper application for voter regi stration information under 

Elections Code sections 21 88 and 2194. 

Table 3: "Confidelltial Voters" UllderS.B. 506: 
Information Contained on VRC Disclosure Status 

Voter Name Already a Public Record 
Residence Address (Street Number) Confidential 
Residence Address (City and Zip Code) Confidential 
Mailing Address (required lor 506 Voters) Already a Public Record 
Telephone Number Confidential 
Emllil Address Confidential 

rth Already a Public Record 
Birth Already a Public Record 

Driver's License Number, State ID, SSN, or Unique 10 Already Confidential 
Party Affiliation Already a Public Record 
Estab sh Elector (Citizenship, 18 Y of Age) Al ready a Public Record 

mprisonment or Parole for Felony Al Record 
n information Al ready a Public Record 

Sign.lturc Already Confidential 
Optional Survey Already a Public Record 
Statement of Person Assisting With Registration Already a Public Record 
Preci nct or othe SOS Number* Mandatory Disc losure 
S.B. 506 Application" Public Record** 

,•Not contallled 1Il VRC. 
**Not contained in VRC and not subject to mandatory di sc losure under Elections Code 
sec tion 2194. The application is specifically designated as a separate public record in 
S. Il .506. (Elee. Code § 2166. 7(b).) 
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