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April 11, 2007 

TO: 	 ALL COUNTY CLERKS/REGISTRARS OF VOTERS/PROPONENTS 
(07046) 

FROM --	 \:!:E~I~E'MON~~ 
Elections Analyst 

SUBJECT: 	 INITIATIVE #1238 

Pursuant to Elections Code section 336, we transmit herewith a copy of the Title 
and Summary prepared by the Attorney General on a proposed initiative 
measure entitled: 

LIMITS ON LEGISLATORS' TERMS IN OFFICE, 
INITIATIVE CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENT, 

The proponents of the above-named measure are: 

Robin B. Johansen 
Kari Krogseng 
clo James C. Harrison 
201 Dolores Avenue 
San Leandro, CA 94577 

(510) 346-6200 



#1238 

LIMITS ON LEGISLATORS' TERMS IN OFFICE. 
INITIATIVE CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENT. 

CIRCULATING AND FILING SCHEDULE 

1. 	 Minimum number of signatures required : ..................... .. . ..... .... ................. 69' ,354 
California Constitution , Article II , Section 8(b) 

2. 	 Official Summary Date: .... ... Wednesday, 04/11/07 


3. 	 Petitions Sections: 

a. 	First day Proponent can circulate Sections for 
signatures (EC §336) ............................ .. ...................... .. Wednesday, 041' 1/07 

b. 	Last day Proponent can ci rculate and file 
with the county. All sections are to be filed at the 
same time within each county (EC §336, 9030(a)) ............... Monday, 09/10/0r 

c. 	 Last day for county to determine total number of 
signatures affixed to petitions and to transmit total 
to the Secretary of State (EC §9030(b)).. . ... ... ..... ... Thursday, 09/20/07 


(If the Proponent files the petition with the county on a date prior to 
09/10/07, the county has eight working days from the filing of the petition 
to determine the total number of signatures affixed to the petition and to 
transmit the total to the Secretary of State) (EC §9030(b)). 

d. 	 Secretary of State determines whether the total number 

of signatures filed with all county clerks/registrars of 

voters meets the minimum number of required signatures 
and notifies the counties .... ..... .... ............... ..... ....... ......... Saturday, 09/29/( 7" 


e. 	 Last day for county to determine total number of qualified 
voters who signed the petition , and to transmit certificate 
with a blank copy of the petition to the Secretary of State 
(EC §9030(d)(e)) ... ............................................................... Tuesday, 11 /13/07 

• Date adjusted for official deadline, which falls on a Weekend (EC § 15). 

"Date varies based on the date of county receipt. 




INITIATIVE #1238 

Circulating and Filing Schedule continued: 


(If the Secretary of State notifies the county to determine the number of 
qualified voters who signed the petition on a date other than 09/29/07 . the 
last day is no later than the thirtieth working day after the county's receipt 
of notification). (EC §9030(d)(e)). 

f. 	 If the signature count is more than 763.790 or less than 
659.637 then the Secretary of State certifies the petition as 
qualified or failed. and notifies the counties. If the signature 
count is between 659.637 and 763.790 inclusive. then the 
Secretary of State notifies the counties using the random 
sampling technique to determine the validity of all 
signatures (EC §9030(f)(g) ; 9031(a)) ...... .... .... .. ..................... Friday. 11/23/'W 

g. 	 Last day for county to determine actual number of all qualified 
voters who signed the petition . and to transmit certificate 
with a blank copy of the petition to the Secretary of State. 
(EC §9031 (b)(c)) . .. .... .. ..... ........ ..... ... .. ..... .... ... .................... Tuesday. 01/08/08 

(If the Secretary of State notifies the county to determine the number of 
qualified voters who have signed the petition on a date other than 
11 /23/07. the last day is no later than the thirtieth working day after the 
county's receipt of notification) 
(EC §9031 (b)(c)). 

h. 	 Secretary of State certifies whether the petition has been 
signed by the number of qualified voters required to declare 
the petition sufficient (EC §9031(d) ; 9033) ..... .............. ...... Saturday. 01/12/08' 

' Date varies based on the date of county receipt. 



IMPORTANT POINTS 


• 	 California law prohibits the use of signatures, names and addresses 
gathered on initiative petitions for any purpose other than to qualify the 
initiative measure for the ballot. This means that the petitions cannot be 
used to create or add to mailing lists or similar lists for any purpose, 
including fur,draising or requests for support. Any such misuses 
constitutes a crime under California law. Elections Code section 18650; 
Bilofsky v. Deukmejian (1981) 124 Cal. App. 3d 825, 177 Cal. Rptr. 621; 
63 Ops. Cal. Atty. Gen. 37 (1980). 

• 	 Please refer to Elections Code sections 100, 101, 104, 9001, 9008, 
9009, 9021 , and 9022 for appropriate format and type consideration in 
printing, typing and otherwise preparing your initiative petition for 
circulation and signatures. Please send a copy of the petition after you 
have it printed. This copy is not for our review or approval, but to 
supplement our file. 

• 	 Your attention is directed to the campaign disclosure requirements of the 
Political Reform Act of 1974, Government Code section 81000 et seq. 

• 	 When writing or calling state or county elections officials, provide the 
official title of the initiative which was prepared by the Attorney General. 
Use of this title wi ll assist elections officials in referencing the proper file. 

• 	 When a petition is presented to the county elections official for filing by 
someone other than the proponent, the required authorization shall 
include the name or names of the persons filing the petition . 

• 	 When filing the petition with the county elections official , please provide 
a blank petition for elections official use. 
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EDMUND G. BROWN JR. State oj Cali/omia 

AttoTlley Gel/eral DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 


J300 I STREET, SUITE 125 
P.O. BOX 944255 

SACRAMENTO, CA '14244-2550 

Public: (916 1445-9555 
Telephone: (9 445 -1968 
Facsimi le: (916-1324-8835 

E-Mail : To elton@doj.ca .gov 

FILEDApril 11, 2007 In the office of the Secretary of State 
of the Stale of CalifO! nia 

APR 112007 

Debra Ben, Secre y {~
Deputy Secretary of 5 V- \

Debra Bowen 
Secretary of State 
1500 - 11 Ih Street, 5th Floor 
Sacramento, CA 95814 

RE: Title and Summary for Initiative No. 07-0004 
TITLE: LIMITS ON LEGISLATORS' TERMS IN OFFICE. INITIATIVE 

CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENT. 

Dear Ms. Bowen: 

Pursuant to the provisions in sections 336 and 9004 of the Elections Code, enclosed plea:ie 
find a copy of the Title and Summary issued for Ini tiative Number 07-0004 and text of the propos(:d 
measure. 

Should you have any questions regarding the above, please do not hesitate to contact me. 

Sincerely, 

I~~ 
TONI MELTON 
Initiative Secretary 

For EDMUND G. BROWN JR. 
Attorney General 

Proponents' public infonnation: 

 

Roberta B. Johansen 
James C. Harrison 
Kari Krogseng 
Remcho, Johansen & Purcell 
20 1 Dolores A venue 
San Leandro, CA 94577 
Telephone: 510346 6200 
Facsimile: 510346620 1 

Enclosures 

mailto:elton@doj.ca.gov


Date: April 11, 2007 
In iti ative No. 07-000~ 

Amendment No. 1 3 

The Attorney General of California has prepared the fo llowing title and summary of the chief 
purpose and points of the proposed measure: 

LIMITS ON LEGISLATORS' TERMS IN OFFICE. INITIATIVE CONSTITUTIONAL 

AMENDMENT. Reduces the total amount of time a person may serve in the state legislature 

from 14 years to ]2 years. Allows a person to serve a tOlal of 12 years either in the Assembly, 

the Senate, or a combination of both. Provides a transition period to allow current members to 

serve a total of 12 consecutive years in the house in which they arc currently serving, regardl es~ 

of any prior service in another house. Summary of estimate by Legislative Analyst and Director 

of Finance of fiscal impact on state and local governments: This measure would have no direct 

fi scal effect on state or local governments. (07-0004.) 



07 - 0004 

Arndt. liS 

Febmary 16,2007 

Office of the Attorn
1300 "I" Street 
Sacramento, CA 95

Attention: Patricia 

ey General 

814 

Galvan 

~CE'V~) 
FEB 162007 

INITIATIVECOORDINATOll 
AnORNEY GENERAL'S OFF IC E 

Re: Term Limits and Legislalive Reform Act 

Dear Ms. Galvan: 

~cf_~Enclo5ed is an amended version of the Tenn Limits and Legislative Reform Act 
(0' 29994), which we filed on February 15,2007. We have also included the addresses at 
which we are registered to vote and the signed statements certifying that we will not willfully 
allow initiative signatures to be used for purposes other than qualification of the measure. 

Please direct all correspondence and inquiries regarding this amendment to OU[ 

attorney: 

Robin B. Johansen 
James C. Harrison 
Kari Krogseng 
Remcho, Johansen & Purcell, LLP 
201 Dolores Avenue 
San Leandro, CA 94577 
Phone: (510) 346-6200 
Fax: (510) 346-6201 

Sincerely, 

~(~/~~~~~ 

Roberta B 

RBJ:NL 
Enclosures 
(00032481) 



07-0004 

Arndt. #/S 

TERM LIMITS AND LEGISLATIVE REFORM ACT 

SECTION I. TITLE. 

This measure shall be known as the "Term Limi ts and Legislative Refonn Act." 

SECTION 2. FINDINGS AND DECLARATIONS. 

The people of California find and declare the following: 

A. Under a law enacted in 1990, a member of the Legislature may serve a total of 14 
years, consisting of no more than six years in the Assembly and no more than eight years 
in the Senate. 

B. A variety of academic and public policy groups, some of which once supported tenn 
limits, have stud ied the effect oflenn limits in California and have concluded that our 
law is in need of rdonn to make government work for the people. 

C. California faces many complex and critical issues ranging fTom underperfonning 
schools to global warming to inadequate healthcare. The legislation required to solve 
these problems can take years to develop and pass, and members of the Legislature must 
spend substantial amounts of time obtaining the kind of support among their colleagues 
necessary to address these urgent issues. 

D. Currently, term limits produce a rapid turnover of lawmakers, some of whom never 
get enough time to build leadership skills or gain expertise in making public policy, and 
our most knowledgeable and experienced legislators are forced to leave the Assembly or 
the Senate prematurely, thus depriving Califomians of their policy expertise. 

E. When legislators lack the skills, the only ones who have the skil ls are the lobbyists. 

F. We have to refonn term limits to reduce partisanship, put an end to the constant 
campaign cycle, and work more effectively together across partisan lines. 

G. We need to increase the flexibility of legislative terms to enable members to build 
necessary policy and process expertise, and slow the current whirlwind rotation by 
elected representatives from one eJected office to another, which compromises public 
policy. 

H. It is critical that we permit legislators to remain in a single house orthe Legislature 
for a longer period of time in order to acquire the knowledge and expertise necessary to 
tackle the tough issues facing the State ofCalifomia. 

I. The National Conference of State Legislatures, Counci l of State Govcmments, and 
State Legislative Leaders Forum issued a report concluding that "[tlhe effects of[telm 
limits] on Sacramento's policymaking processes have been more profound," including "a 
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widespread sense in Sacramento that something needs to be done soon to provide more 
stability and expertise to the Legislature's policymaking process." 

J. We need to refoTIn California 's tenn limits law to permit members to remain in a 
single house for a longer period of time while reducing the total number of years that new 
members may serve. 

SECTION 3. PURPOSE AND INTENT. 

It is the intent of the people of California in enacting this measure to: 

A. Provide greater stabi lity and expertise to the Legislature 's policymaking process. 

B. Reduce the number of years that new members may serve in the Legislature from 14 
to 12 to prevent members from becoming entrenched and to promote the opportunity for 
others to seIVe. 

C. Pennit legislators to gain the knowledge and experience necessary to tackle the 
critical issues facing our state. 

D. Afford Clment members of the Senate and the Assembly the same opportunity to 
serve 12 years in a single house as newly elected members and preserve existing law 
regarding uncompleted tenns. 

SECTION 4. Section 2 of Article IV of the California Constitution is hereby 
amended to read: 

SEC. 2. (a)(I) The Senate has a membership of 40 Senators elected fo r 4-year 
tenns, 20 to begin every 2 years. Ne-Oen ..ater-tlla), 5e1'\'0 mSfe tHaR 2 tefH-1-S-, 

(2) The Assembly has a membership of 80 members elected for 2-year tenns .. Ne 
meA:1ee1' sf the-A-ssemsiy tRay 5()F¥e-ffiOre teFffiS-:

+hetf-tefms 

(3) The term ofa Senator or a Member ofthe Assembly ll commence on the 
first Monday in December next following th-e if his or her election .. 

(4) During his or her lifetime, a persoll may serve no more tholl J2 years ill the 
Senate, lhe Assembly. or both, ill allY combil1arion ofrerms. 

(b) Notwithstanding paragraph (4) ofsubdivision (a), a Member ofthe Senate or 
the Assembly who is in office on the effective date ofthis subdivision may sel1le J2 years 
ill the hOl/se ill which he or she is currelltly serving .. The J2-year limit ill this subdivision 
shall include those years already served ill the hOl/se in which Member is currently 
servillg alld allY additional years served ill that hOl/se 11/lIst be served consecutively .. 
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(c) EJ.ee.t.ien efmeffiBers Members of the Assembly shall be elected on the first 
Tuesday after the first Monday in November of even-numbered years unless otherwise 
prescribed by the Legislature. Senators sha ll be elected at the same time and places as 
meffiBers Members of the Assembly. 

(d) A person is ineligible to be a memBer Member of the Legislature unless the 
person is an elector and has been a resident orthe legislative district for one year, and a 
citizen of the United States and a resident of California for 3 years, immediately 
preceding the election, (lIl el service ofth e fllll term ofoffice to which the persoll is seeking 
to be elected would 1101 exceed the maximum years ofsen1ice permilled by subdivisions 
(a) and (b) ofthis Section. 

(e) When a vacancy occurs in the Legislature the Governor inunediately shall call 
an election to fiJI the vacancy. 

SECTION 5. Section 7 of Article XX of the California Consti tut ion is hereby 
amended to read: 

SEC. 7. The limitations SR tAe Rl:IffiBer afteRn5 prescribed by Section 2 of Article IV, 
Sections 2 and 11 of Article V, Section 2 of Article IX, and Section 17 of Article XIII 
apply only to tenns or years ofservice to which persons are elected or appointed on or 
after November 6, 1990, el£eej9t that 8:H inemllBefH SeAater dhess amee is flet SR the 
Ballet fe r the gefl eral eleetieA: at-date fila,' serye e~dditiefl a l teAll. Those 
limitations onlerms andyears afservice shall not app ly to any unexpired term to which a 
person is elected or appointed, or to allY years served as parI of (1I/ til/ expired (erm, if the 
remainder of the term is less than half of the full tcnn. 

SECIION 6. SEVERABILITY. 

The prov ions of this act are severab lc. If any provision of this act or its application is 
held invalid, that invalidity shall not affect other provisions or app lications that can be 
given effect without the invalid provision or application. 

SECTION 7. CONFLICTING INITIATIVES. 

In the event that thi measure and another initiative mcasure or measures that 
address the number of years ternlS that a Member of the Legislature may serve shall 
appear on the same statewide election ballot, the provisions of the other measure or 
measures shall be deemed to be in confl ict with this measure. In the event that this 
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measure receives a !,'Teater number of affinnative votes, the provisions of this measure 
shall prevail in their entirety, and the provisions of the other measure shall be null and 
void. 

4 



