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County Clerk/Registrar of Yoters (CC/ROY) Memorandum #09059 

TO: All County Clerks/Registrars of Voters and Proponent 

FROM: 
Katefine Montgomery 
Associate Elections Analyst 

RE: Initiative: 1359, Related to Elections 

\ 

Pursuant to Elections Code section 336, we transmit herewith a copy of the Title 
and Summary prepared by the Attorney General on a proposed initiative 
measure entitled : 

LIMITS ON VOTING. INITIATIVE STATUTE. 

The proponent of the above-named measure is: 

George Runner 
c/o Elizabeth Hansel 
Meridian Pacific , Jnc. 
925 University Avenue 
Sacramento, CA 95825 

(916) 648-1222 

http:lwww.sos.ca.gov


#1359 


LIMITS ON VOTING. INITIATIVE STATUTE. 

CIRCULATING AND FILING SCHEDULE 

1. 	 Minimum number of signatures required: .. ........................... . . .... ..433,971 
California Constitution. Article II, Section 8(b) 

2. 	 Official Summary Date: .............................................................. Thursday, 04/09/09 


3. 	 Petitions Sections: 

a. 	 First day Proponent can circulate Sections for 
signatures (Elec. Code § 336) ......................... .......... .......... Thursday, 04/09/09 

b. 	 Last day Proponent can circulate and file with the county. 
All sections are to be filed at the same time within each 
county. (Elec. Codes §§ 336, 9030(a)) .................................. Tuesday, 09/08/09" 

c. 	 Last day for county to detennine total number of 
signatures affixed to petitions and to transmit total 
to the Secretary of State (Elec. Code § 9030(b)) ................Monday, 09/21/09 

(If the Proponent files the petition with the county on a date prior to 
09/08/09, the county has eight working days from the filing of the petition 
to determine the total number of Signatures affixed to the petition and to 
transmit the total to the Secretary of State) (Elec. Code § 9030(b)). 

d. 	 Secretary of State determines whether the total number 

of signatures filed with all county clerks/registrars of 

voters meets the minimum number of required signatures 
and notifies the counties ............................................Wednesday, 09/30/09"" 


e. 	 Last day for county to detennine total number of qualified 
voters who signed the petition, and to transmit certificate 
with a blank copy of the petition to the Secretary of State 
(Elec. Code § 9030(d)(e)) .......................... ................ ............. Friday, 11/13/09 

.. Date adjusted for official deadline, which falls on a weekend/holiday (Elee. Code § 15). 

... Date varies based on the date of county receipt. 



INITIATIVE #1359 
Circulating and Filing Schedule continued: 

(If the Secretary of State notifies the county to determine the number of 
qualified voters who signed the petition on a date other than 09/30109, the 
last day is no later than the thirtieth working day after the county's receipt 
of notification). (Elec. Code § 9030(d)(e)). 

f. 	 If the signature count is more than 477,369 or less than 
412,273 then the Secretary of State certifies the petition as 
qualified or failed , and notifies the counties. If the signature 
count is between 412,273 and 477,369 inclusive, then the 
Secretary of State notifies the counties using the random 
sampling technique to detenmine the validity of all 
signatures (EC §9030(f)(g); 9031(a)) ................................... Monday, 11/23/09" 

g. 	 Last day for county to detenmine actual number of all qualified 
voters who signed the petition , and to transm~ certificate 
with a blank copy of the petition to the Secretary of State. 
(Elec. Code § 9031 (b)(c)) ...................... ........ .......................... Friday, 01/08/10 

(If the Secretary of State notifies the county to detenmine the number of 
qualified voters who have signed the petition on a date other than 
11/23/09, the last day is no later than the thirtieth working day after the 
county's receipt of notification.) (Elec. Code § 9031 (b)(c).) 

h. 	 Secretary of State certifies whether the petition has been 
signed by the number of qualified voters required to declare 
the petition sufficient (Elec. Code §§ 9031(d), 9033) .......... Tuesday, 01/12/10" 

·Oate varies based on the date of county receipt. 



IMPORTANT POINTS 


• 	 California law prohibits the use of signatures, names and addresses 
gathered on initiative petitions for any purpose other than to qualify the 
initiative measure for the ballot. This means that the petitions cannot be 
used to create or add to mailing lists or similar lists for any purpose, 
including fundraising or requests for support. Any such misuses 
constitutes a crime under California law. Elections Code section 18650; 
Bifofsky v. Deukmejian (1981) 124 Cal.App.3d 825, 177 Cal.Rptr. 621; 
63 Ops.CaI.Atty.Gen. 37 (1980). 

• 	 Please refer to Elections Code sections 100, 101, 104, 9001, 9008, 
9009, 9021, and 9022 for appropriate format and type consideration in 
printing, typing and otherwise preparing your initiative petition for 
circulation and Signatures. Please send a copy of the petition after you 
have it printed. This copy is not for our review or approval, but to 
supplement our file. 

• 	 Your attention is directed to the campaign disclosure requirements of the 
Political Reform Act of 1974, Government Code section 81000 et seq. 

• 	 When writing or calling state or county elections officials, provide the 
official title of the initiative which was prepared by the Attorney General. 
Use of this title will assist elections officials in referencing the proper file. 

• 	 When a petition is presented to the county elections official for filing by 
someone other than the proponent, the required authorization shall 
include the name or names of the persons filing the petition. 

• 	 When filing the petition with the county elections official, please provide 
a blank petition for elections official use. 

http:Cal.App.3d
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Public: 	~91~ 445-9555
Telephone: 916 445·4752 
Facsimile: 916 324-8835 

E-Mail: Kryslal.Parisdoj.ca.gov 

FILED
In the office of the Secretary of State 

of the State of California 

APR 09 2009 

Debra Bow • S r. t

~ BY~~ Deputy ~~~ Secretary "'~~r¢--\

April 9, 2009 

Honorable Debra Bowen 
Secretary of State 
1500 11 th Streetl 5th Floor 
Sacramento, CA 95814 

Attention: 	 Ms. Katherine Montgomery 
Associate Elections Analyst 

Re: Initiative 09-0005, "Vote SAFE: Secure and Fair Elections Act." 
Official Circulating Title: Limits on Voting. Initiative Statute. 

Dear Secretary Bowen: 

Pursuant to Elections Code sections 9004 and 336, you are hereby notified that on this day 
we mailed our title and summary for In itiative 09-0005, "Vote SAFE: Secure and Fair Elections Act" 
to the respective proponent. 

Enclosed is a copy of that title and summary, and a copy of the proposed measure . 

. PARIS 
Initiative Coordinator 

For 	 EDMUND G. BROWN JR. 
Attorney General 

kmp: 
Enclosures 

Proponent: 
George Runner 
c/o Elizabeth Hansel 
Merid ian Pacific , Inc. 
925 University Avenue 
Sacramento, CA 95825 

http:Kryslal.Parisdoj.ca.gov
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Date: April 9, 2009 
Initiative 09-0005 

The Attorney General of California has prepared the following title and summary of the chief 
purpose and points of the proposed measure: 

LIMITS 0 VOTING. lNITlATIVE STATUTE. Prohibits citizens from voting at the polls 

un less they present a government-issued photo-identification card. Establishes provisional 

voting for citizens at the polls who fa il to prescnt government-issued photo-identification. 

Requires that provisional ballots and mai l-in ballots be deemed inva lid unless the accompanying 

envelope is marked with the last four digits of a ci ti zen's California driver's license, state 

identification card or soc ial security number. El iminates the sight to vote for citizens on 

probation for a felony offense. Establishes that ballots from absent military personnel are timely 

if postmarked by election day. Summary of estimate by Legislative Analyst and Director of 

Finance of fiscal impact on state and local government: Some increased government costs 

associated with voting in l tions. These costs probab.ly would not be signi ficant. (09-0005.) 

http:probab.ly
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FEB I 7 2009 

INITIATIVE COORDINATOR 

ADORNEY GENERAL'S OFFICE 


Friday, February 11,2009 

Ms. Krystal Paris, Initiative Coordinator 
Office of the Anomey eral 
1300lSI. 

. Sacramento, CA 95814 

RE: Vote SAFE: Secure and Fair Elections Act 

Dear Ms. Paris: 

Pursuant to Elections Code Section 9002, I am requesting that the Anomey General prepare a 
title and sunimary of a measure entitled "Vote SAFE: Secure and Fair Elections Act." The text 
of the measure, a check for $200.00, the address at which I am registered to vote and the signed 
statement certifying that I will not willfully allow initiative signatures to be used for purposes 
other than qualification of the measure are enclosed. 

Please direct all correspondence and inquiries regarding this measure to: 

Elizabeth Hansel 

Meridian Pacific, Inc. 

925 University Ave. 

Sacramento, CA 95825 

Phone: (916) 648-1222 

Fax: (916) 923-2931 


SincerelyL / 



09-0005 

SECTION 1. This act shall be known as Vote SAFE; Secure and f air Elections Act. 

SEC. 2. Voter TO. Section 14216.5 is added to the Elections Code to read: 

14216.5. (a) Prior 10 receiving a ballot a voler shall present to a member o/rheprecinct 

board proofofidentifiea/ion thaI meets all a/the following requirements: 

(1) The document !."hows the name a/the individual (0 whom the document was issued. 


and [he name conforms /0 the name in the individual 's valer regis/ralian record. 


(2) The documenf shows a photograph ofthe individual presenting the identification. 

(3) The document includes an expiration dale, and {he document is nol expired af the lime 

ojvoting or expired less than two years prior to [he election. 

(4) The document was issued by the United States or the State ofCalifornia or is a valid 

tribal member 1D card issued by an Indian tribe recognized by the u.s. government. 

(b) Ifa vOler is unable to or refuses 10 provide proofofidentification pursuant to 

. subdivision (a), he or she may execule a declaration, certified 10 be correct under p enalty 

ofperjury, declaring that he or she is registered to vote. Upon execution ofthe 

declaration, the voter shall be issued a provisional ballot pursuant to Section 143] 0 and 

an envelope to be completed in the same manner as a vale by mail envelope. 

SEC. 3. Fee Waiver. Section 14902.5 is added to the Vehicle Code to read: 

14902.5 Thefeefor an original or replacement identification card shall be waivedfor a 


person who requests the identification cardfor purposes a/satisfying the requirement for 


Seciion 3011 or 14216.5 of(he Elections Code. 


SEC. 4. Armed Forces Ball ots. Section 3020.5 is added to the Elections Code to read : 


3020.5. Notwithstanding Section 3020, Section 3311, Section 4103, or any OIher 


provision oflaw. a vote by mail ballot ofa member ofthe Us. Armed Forces who is an 




"absent uniformed services voter" as defined in 42 U.Sc. § 1973ff6(1) shall be timely 

casl {(postmarked or signed and daled by election day and received by the voler 's 

election official no faler (han 2J days after election day. 

SEC. 5. Felons Ineligible . Section 2 101 of the Elect ions Code is amended 10 read: 

2101. (a) A person entitled to register to vale shall be a United States citizen, a resident 

ofCaiifornia, not in prison or on paro le or probation for the conviction of a fe lony, and at 

least 18 years of age at the time of the next election. 

(b) "Conviction ofafelany " for purposes ofthis code means conviction ofa felo ny 

offense which results in incarceration in prison or parole or felony probatiOn. 

(c) Commencing January /, 20J J, [he chiefelections official ofeach county shall upon 

notice of the clerk o/the Superior Court cancel affidavits ofregistration of all persons 

who have been convicted ofa felony as defined in subdivision (b). 

(d) The Legislature shall conform seclions 2106, 2150, 2201, 2212, 2300 and 14240 of 

this code /0 the provisions ofsubdivision (aj. effective no taler than January 1. 2011 , 

SEC. 6. Vote By Mail. Section 3011 of the Elections Code is amended to read: 

3011. (a) The identification envelope shall contain all of the following: 

( 1) A declaratio.n, under penalty of perjury , stating that the voter resides within the 

precinct in which he or she is voting and is the person whose name appears on the 

enve lope. 

(2) The signature of the voter and the last fo ur digits ofthe voler 's California Driver 's 

License number or California ID Card number, or if the voter has neither, the laSl four 

digits of the voter's Social Secu,riry Number. The Signature and numeric ID must be 

verifi~d as consistent with the vOier's state or federal records. prior 10 counting ballot. 



(3) The residence address of the voter as shown on the affidavit of registration. 

(4) The date of signing. 

(5) A notice that the envelope contains an official ballot and is to be opened only by the 

canvassing board ifrhe signature and numeric identifying informalion are verified. 

(6) A warning plainly stamped or printed on it that voting twice constitutes a crime. 

(7) A warning plainly stamped or printed on it that the voter must sign the envelope in his 

or her own handwriting in order for the ballot to be counted. 

(8) A statement that the voter has neither applied, nor intends to apply, for a vote by mail 

voter 's ballot from any other j urisdiction for the same election. 

(9) The name of the person authorized by the voler to return the vote by mail ballot 

pursuant to Section 3017. 

(10) The relationship to the voter of the person authorized to return the vote by mail 

ballot. 

(11) The signature of the person authorized to return the vote by mail ballot. 

(12) A security flap or sleeve to conceal the voter's signature and ID during mailing. 

(b) Except at a primary elect ion for partisan office, and notwithstanding any other 

provision of law, the vote by mail voter's party affiliation may not be stamped or printed 

on the identification envelope. 

(e) Amendments 10 this section aurhorized by [he Secure and Fair Elections Act shall 

apply lO any election held on or afier January} , 2012. 

SEC. 7. Severability: If any provision of this act, or part thereof, is for any reason held 

invalid or unconstitutional , the remaining provisions shall not be affected, but shall 

remain in full force and effecI, and to this end the provisions of this act are severable. 



SEC. 8. Amendment and Liberal Construction: This act shall not be amended by the 

Legislature except by a statute passed in each house by roll call vote entered in the 

journal, three-fourths of the membership of each house concurring. This act shall be 

broadly construed to accomplish its purpose of ensuring election integrity by verifying 

voler identification, ensuring that votes cast by members of the Anned Forces are 

counted, and prevent ing felons under correctional supervision from voting 


