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County Clerk/Registrar of Voters (CC/ROV) Memorandum #10093 

TO: All County Clerks/Registrars of Voters and Proponent 

FROM: ~u~annasouthafd 
Assistant Chief, Elections 

RE : Initiative: 1459, Related to Initiatives 

Pursuant to Elections Code section 336, we transmit herewith a copy of the Title 
and Summary prepared by the Attorney General on a proposed initiative 
measure entitled: 

TRANSFERS DUTY TO PROVIDE BALLOT 

SUMMARIES FOR STATEWIDE INITIATIVES 


TO THE LEGISLATIVE ANALYST, INITIATIVE STATUTE. 


The proponent of the above-named measure is: 

David Spady 
c/o Thomas W. Hiltachk 
8ell, McAndrews & Hiltachk, LLP 
455 Capitol Mall, Suite 801 
Sacramento, CA 95814 

(916) 442-7757 
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#1459 

TRANSFERS DUTY TO PROVIDE BALLOT 

SUMMARIES FOR STATEWIDE INITIATIVES 


TO THE LEGISLATIVE ANALYST. INITIATIVE STATUTE. 


CIRCULATING AND FILING SCHEDULE 

1. 	 Minimum number of signatures required: ......... ........................................... 433,971 
California Constitution, Article II , Section 8(b) 

2. 	 Official Summary Date: ...... .. .. .. ............................................. ....... Monday, 03/15/10 


3. 	 Petitions Sections: 

a. 	 First day Proponent can circulate Sections for 
signatures (Elee. Code § 336) ............................................... Monday, 03/15/10 

b. 	Last day Proponent can circulate and file with the county. 
All sections are to be filed at the same time within each 
county. (Elec. Codes §§ 336, 9030(a)) ................................. Thursday, 08/12/10 

c. 	 Last day for county to determine total number of 
signatures affixed to petitions and to transmit total 
to the Secretary of State (Elec. Code § 9030(b)) .. .... ........... Tuesday, 08/24/10 

(If the Proponent files the petition with the county on a date prior to 
08/12/10, the county has eight working days from the filing of the petition 
to determine the total number of signatures affixed to the petition and to 
transmit the total to the Secretary of State) (Elec. Code § 9030(b)). 

d. 	 Secretary of State determines whether the total number 

of Signatures filed with all county clerks/registrars of 

voters meets the minimum number of required signatures 
and notifies the counties ....... : ................... ............ ........ Thursday, 09102/10' 


e. 	 Last day for county to determine total number of qualified 
voters who signed the petition, and to transmit certificate 
with a blank copy of the petition to the Secretary of State 
(Elec. Code § 9030(d)(e))...............................................Tuesday, 10/19/10 

• Date varies based on the date of county receipt. 



INITIATIVE #1459 

Circulating and Filing Schedule continued: 


(If the Secretary of State notifies the county to determine the number of 
qualified voters who signed the petition on a date other than 09/02/10, the 
last day is no later than the thirtieth working day after the county's receipt 
of notification). (Elec. Code § 9030(d)(e)). 

f. 	 If the signature count is more than 477,369 or less than 
412 ,273 then the Secretary of State certifies the petition as 
qualified or failed, and notifies the counties. If the signature 
count is between 412,273 and 477,369 inclusive, then the 
Secretary of State notifies the counties using the random 
sampling technique to determine the validity of all 
signatures (EC §9030(f)(g); 9031 (a)) ........ ...... .. . .. Friday, 10/29/10' 

g. 	Last day for county to determine actual number of all qualified 
voters who signed the petition, and to transmit certificate 
with a blank copy of the petition to the Secretary of State. 
(Elec. Code § 9031 (b)(c)) . .................. ............................ Wednesday, 12/15/10 

(If the Secretary of State notifies the county to determine the number of 
qualified voters who have signed the petition on a date other than 
10/29/10, the last day is no later than the thirtieth working day after the 
county's receipt of notification.) (Elec. Code § 9031 (b)(c).) 

h. 	 Secretary of State certifies whether the petition has been 
signed by the number of qualified voters required to declare 
the petition sufficient (Elec. Code §§ 9031(d), 9033) ...... ..... Sunday, 12/19/10' 

*Oate varies based on the date of county ~e<;:eipt. 



IMPORTANT POINTS 


• 	 California law prohibits the use of signatures, names and addresses 
gathered on initiative petitions for any purpose other than to qualify the 
initiative measure for the ballot. This means that the petitions cannot be 
used to create or add to mailing lists or similar lists for any purpose, 
including fund raising or requests for support. Any such misuses 
constitutes a crime under California law. Elections Code section 18650; 
BHofsky v. Oeukmejian (1981) 124 Cal.App.3d 825, 177 Cal.Rptr. 621; 
63 Ops.CaI.AttY.Gen. 37 (1980). 

• 	 Please refer to Elections Code sections 100, 101 , 104, 9001, 9008, 
9009, 9021 , and 9022 for appropriate format and type consideration in 
printing, typing and otherwise preparing your initiative petition for 
circulation and signatures. Please send a copy of the petition after you 
have it printed. This copy is not for our review or approval, but to 
supplement our file . 

• 	 Your attention is directed to the campaign disclosure requirements of the 
Political Reform Act of 1974, Government Code section 81000 et seq. 

• 	 When writing or calling state or county elections officials, provide the 
official title of the initiative which was prepared by the Attorney General. 
Use of this title will assist elections officials in referencing the proper file. 

• 	 When a petition is presented to the county elections official for filing by 
someone other than the proponent, the required authorization shall 
include the name or names of the persons filing the petition. 

• 	 When filing the petition with the county elections official, please provide 
a blank petition for elections official use. 
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EDMUND G. BROWN JR. 	 State ofCalifomia : .. 
A ttom ey Gel/eral 	 DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 

@"~~ .. 
1300 I STREET, SUITE 125 

1'.0. BOX 944255 
SACRAMENTO, CA 94244-2550 

Public: (916) 445-9555 
Telephone: (916l 445-4752 
Facsimi le: ( 916 324-8835 

E-Mail: KrystaI.Par is@doj .ca.go.l 

March 15,2010 
FILED 

In the office of the Secretary of State 
of the Slate of California 

Honorable Debra Bowen MAR 16 2010 
Secretary of State of the State of California 

State of California Elections 

1500 II th Street, 5th Floor 

Sacramento, CA 95814 

Attention: 	 Ms. Katherine Montgomery 

Associate Elections Analyst 


Dear Secretary Bowen: 

Pursuant to Elections Code, section 9004, you are hereby notified that on this day we sent 
our title and summary for each of the following proposed initiatives to the respective proponent: 

• 10-0002, "2010 Ballot Reform Act" 

• 10-0003, "21st Century Ballot Reform Act" 

• 10-0004, "California Public Divest From Israel Act" 

A copy of the title and summary and text for each oftbe proposed initiatives is enclosed. 
Thank you. 

Sincerely • 

i~l
.~
P)PAruS

,

Initiative Coordinator 

For 	 EDMUND G. BROWN JR. 
Attorney Genera] 

"

mailto:s@doj.ca.go.l
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Proponents: 

10-0002 & 10-0003 

Mr. David Spady 

clo Thomas W. Hiltachk 

455 Capitol Mall, Suite 80 1 

Sacramento, CA 9581 4 


10-0004 

Me Chris Yatooma 

Cyatooma7@yahoo.com 

mailto:Cyatooma7@yahoo.com


March 15,2010 
Initiative 10-0003 

The Attorney General of California has prepared the following title and summary of the chief 
purpose and points of the proposed measure: 

TRANSFERS DUTY TO PROVIDE BALLOT SUMMARIES FOR STATEWIDE 

INITIATIVES TO THE LEGISLATIVE ANALYST_ INITIATIVE STATUTE_ Transfers 

responsibility for providing the summaries for all statewide initiatives on ballots and in ballot 

pamphlets from the Attorney General to the Legislative Analyst. Increases the maximum 

number of words allowed for the summary of an initiative on the ballot from 100 to 125. 

Specifies additional criteria that th~ Legislative Analyst's Office must follow in preparing the 

summaries for all initiatives. Requires that a committee review each summary of all initiatives 

and make recommendations to the Legislative Analyst regarding the summary. Summary of 

estimate by Legislative Analyst and Director of Finance of fiscal impact on state and local 

government: No significant cbange in ballot preparation costs_ (10-0003.) 



David Spady 

January 14, 2010 
10 -0 003 

Initiative Coordinator ~CEIVEb
Office of the Attorney General JAN 192010
State of California 
PO Box 994255 INITIATIVECOORDINATOR 
Sacramento, CA 94244-25550 ATTORNEY GENERAL'S OFFICE 

Re: Request for Title and Summary for Proposed Initiative 

Dear Ms. Paris: 

Pursuant to Article II, Section 10(d) of the California Constitution, I am 
submitting the attached proposed statewide ballot measure ("21 " Century Ballot Reform 
Act") to your office and request that you prepare a title and summary of the measure as 
provided by law. I have also included with this letter the required signed statement 
pursuant to California Elections Code section 9608, and a check in the amount of $200. 
My address as registered to vote is shown on Attachment 'A' to this letter. 

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter. Should you have 
any questions or require additional information, please contact my attorney: 

Thomas W. Hiltachk 

455 Capitol Mall, Suite 801 

Sacramento, CA 95814 

(916) 442-7757 

Very Truly Yours, 

David Spady' \ 



10-0003 

!NITIA TIVE MEASURE TO BE SUBMITTED TO VOTERS 

SECTION I. STATEMENT OFFIND!NGS 

(a) 	Voters desire better and more readily accessible information regarding ballot measures 
presented to them for their approval or rejection. 

(b) Voters are provided a useful "Voter Information Guide" by mail , however the 21 st 

Century dictates that more information should be provided on the internet. Creating a 
central source of information, including information about the financial supporters and 
opponents of a ballot measure and a place to view campaign materials would give voters 
a single source for complete information about ~allot measures. 

(c) Presently, the description of ballot measures in the Voter Information Guide and on 
ballots is often overly complicated, poorly worded, and misleading of the true purpose 
and intent of a proposed measure. Indeed, in recent years, some ballot materials have 
been drafted by the Legislature in an apparent attempt to influence the outcome of the 
election. 

SECTION 2. STATEMENT OF PURPOSE 

W 	 In order to provide better and more readily accessible infonnation regarding ballot 
measures, the People of the state of California hereby enact the "21 st Century Ballot 
Reform Act" to provide a single source of information on the internet for ballot measures 
and to require a fair and impartial statement of the purpose and intent ofproposed ballot 
measures in language that is understandable to the average voter. 

SECTION 3. 21 ST CENTURY BALLOT REFORM 

Section 9082.7 of the Elections Code is amended to read: 

§ 9082.7£&The Secretary of State shall disseminate the complete state ballot pamphlet over 
the internet. In addition to the elements required to be included within the ballot pamphlet 
pursuant to section 9084. the Secretary of State shall also include the following for each state 
measure for the internet version of the state ballot pamphlet: 

(1) A link to the most recent campaign finance report for any committee primarily 
formed to support or oppose the state measure: 

(2) A link to a campaign website at the request of the authors of the ballot arguments 
for or against the state measure as selected pursuant to section 9067: 

(3) A link to video or audio content at the request of the authors of the ballot 
arguments for or against the state measure as selected pursuant to section 9067: 

(4) A link to video or audio of the joint public hearing held pursuant to section 9034. 



Cb) The Secretary of State may refuse to link to content that is deemed to be obscene. 
defamatory or unrelated to the subject matter and content of the state measure. subject to 
judicial review pursuant to section 13314. 

(c) Notwithstanding the public examination period. any elector may seek a writ of mandate 
pursuant to section 9092 to amend or delete materials included in internet version of the state 
ballot pamphlet pursuant to this section. 

SECTION 4. FAIR, IMPARTIAL, AND UNDERSTANDABLE BALLOT MEASURE 
SUMMARIES 

Section 303 of the Elections Code is amended to read: 

§ 303 "Ballot label" means that portion of the ballot containing the names of the candidates 
or a statement ofa measure. For statewide measures, the ballot label shall contain no more 
than 75 words consisting 8ftB shall Be a SSftBeftSeB veFsieA of the ballot title and a condensed 
version of the summary including the fiscal impact summary prepared pursuant to section 
9087 of this code and section 88003 of the Government Code. 

Section 303.5 of the Elections Code is amended to read: 

§ 303.5(a) "Ballot title" is the name ofa statewide measure included in the ballot label and 
the ballot title and summary. 

(I) The ballot title for a circulating title and summary shall be a short statement of the 
principal subject matter ofthe"proposed initiative or referendum in the following fonn: 

CA) "Proposed initiative [statute/constitutional amendment] regarding [insert principal 
subject matter."} 

(B) "Proposed referendum of statute enacted by the Legislature regarding [insert 
principal subject matter."} 

(2) The ballot title for a statewide initiative. referendum. or legislative measure that has 
qualified for the ballot shall be the Proposition number assigned to the initiative. 
referendum or legislative measure by the Secretary of State ["Proposition X"J. 

(b) "Ballot title and summary" means the ballot title and tbe summary of the chief purpose 
and points including the fiscal impact summary of any statewide measure that appears in the 
state ballot pamphlet The ballot title and summary shall include a statement ofthe 
measure's fiscal impact. This summary shall not exceed 125 +00 words, not including the 
fiscal impact statement. 

(c) (I) "Circulating title and summary" means the title and summary Prepared by the 
Attorney General pursuant to section Wed) of Article II of the Constitution and section 9004 
of the Elections Code teM that is required to be placed on a petition for signatures that is 
either one of the following: 
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(A) The summary of the chief purpose and points ofa proposed initiative measure that 
affects the Constitution or laws of the state, and the fiscal impact of the proposed 
initiative measure. 

(B) The summary of the chief purpose and points ofa referendum measure that affects a 
law or laws of the state. 

(2) The circulating title and summary shall not exceed 100 words, not including the fiscal 
impact summary. 

Section 9050 of the Elections Code is amended to read: 

§ 9050 After the Secretary of State determines that a measure will appear on the ballot at the 
next statewide election, the Secretary of State shall promptly transmit a copy of the measure 
to the Legis lative Analyst who Attamey GeneFal. The AttaFRey GeneFaI shall provide and 
return to tbe Secretary of State a ballot title and summary and ballot label for each measure 
submitted to the voters of the whole state by a date sufficient to meet the ballot pamphlet 
public display deadlines. 

Section 9051 of the Elections Code is amended to read: 

§ 9051 (a)( I) The ballot title and summary may differ from the legislative, circulating, or 
other title and summary of the measure and shall not exceed 125 +00 words, not including 
the summary of the Legislative Analyst'S estimate of the fiscal impact of the proposed 
measure prepared pursuant to section 9087 and section 88003 of the Government Code. 

(2) The Legislature shall not prepare a ba llot title and summary or ballot label for any 
measure it places on the ballot. The aallat title ana summBF)' shall ae amenlieli t9 ineluae a 
sumffiBf)' eftke Legislati, e Analyst's estimate af tke Ret state aRIi leeal ge, eFflffleAt fiscal 
ifflf3aet f3FepaFeli ~UrSl:laAt ta seetien 9QS7, aRa seatieR SSgQ3 ef..the G9yefHfftent Celie. 

(b) The ballot label shall contain no more than 75 words and shall be a condensed version of 
the ballot title and summary including the fiscal fiRBHeial impact summary prepared pursuant 
to section 9087~ and section 88003 of the Government Code. 

(c) In providing the ballot title and summary and the ballot label, the Legislative Analyst 
AttsFRey General shall~ 

ill Give a true and impartial statement of the purpose of the measure in such language 
that the ballot title and summary shall neither be an argument, nor be likely to create 
prejudice, for or against the proposed measure~ Be written in clear and concise tenns 
which will be easi ly understood by the average voter. avoid ing the use of technical tenns 
wherever possible: 

(2) Be written using complete and grammatically correct sentences: 
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(3) [fthe measure imposes or increases a tax or fee. the type and amount of the tax or fee 
shall be included: 

(4) lrthe measure repeals existing law in any substantial manner. that fact shall be 
included: 

(5) If the measure is linked to any other measure or statute. or another measure or statute 
is contingent on the enactment of the measure. the purnose of the linked or contingent 
measure or statute shall be included. 

Section 9052 of the Elections Code is added to read: 

§ 9052 Prior to submission of the ballot title and summary and ballot label to the Secretary of 
State the Legislative Analyst shall submit each to the committ ee authorized by section 88003 
of the Government Code for the purnose ofconfinning its impartiality. clarity and ease of 
comprehension to the average voter. The Legislative Analyst shall consider the committee's 
recommendations and shall incorporate such changes as he or she deems appropriate. 

Section 9053 of the Elections Code is amended to read: 

§ 9053 Each measure shall be designated on the ballot by the ballot label certified to the 
Secretary of State by the Legislative Analyst AtteRloey General. 

Section 9092 of the Elections Code is amended to read: 

§ 9092{ru Not less than 20 days before he or she submits the copy for the ballot pamphlet to 
the State Printer, the Secretary of State shall make the copy available for public examination. 
Any elector may seek a writ of mandate requiring any copy to be amended or deleted from 
the ballot pamphlet. A peremptory writ of mandate shall issue only upon clear and 
convincing proof that the copy in question is false, misleading, or inconsistent with the 
requirements of this code or Chapter 8 (commencing with sect ion 88000) of Title 9 of the 
Government Code, and that issuance of the writ will not substantially interfere with the 
printing and distribution of the ballot pamphlet as required by law. Venue for a proceeding 
underthis section shall be exclusively in Sacramento County. The Secretary of State shall be 
named as the respondent and the State Printer and the person or official who authored thc 
copy in question shall be named as real parties in interest. If the proceeding is initiated by 
the Secretary of State, the State Printer shall be named as the respondent. 

(b) In d etennining whether to issue a peremptory writ of mandate pursuant to this section and 
section 88006 of the Government Code regarding a ballot ti tle and summary. ballot label. or 
other ballot materials prepared by the Legislative Analyst pursuant to Chapter 8 
(commencing with section 88000) of Title 9 of the Government Code. the court shall give no 
deference to the Legislative Analyst. but rather shall be guided by its duty to protect the 
interest of the voters to accurate. fair. impartial and understandable ballot materials. 
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Section 13282 of the Elections Code is amended to read: 

§ 13282 \VlleRe...'er the AttefRe)' GefleFaI prepares a eallat 1aeel, the AHafRey General shall 
lile a eepy ef'he .olle, 10••1wi,h the Seef..or;' efStot., The Secretary of State shall make a 
copy of the ballot label available for public examination prior to the printing of the ballot 
label on any ballot. The public shall be permitted to examine the ballot label for at least 20 
days, and the Secretary of State may consolidate the examination requirement under this 
section with the public examination requirements set forth in section 9092. and section 88006 
of the Government Code. A voter may seek a writ of mandate requiring a ballot label, or 
portion thereof, to be amended or deleted. The provisions set forth in section 9092 
concerning the issuance of the writ and the nature of the proceedings shall be applicable to 
this section. 

Section 9042 of the Elections Code is amended to read: 

§ 9042 Ifa meBSHre sHemitteEi te the vaters 1:Iy the LegisiatHre dBS Ret aaeptea HRBRimelisly, 
eae Memeer sf the Seaate 'Vhe veteEi sgaiRst it shall ee sflpeiRtea ey the PresiEleRt J.9ra 
TefH:lgere eftse SeRBle BRei eRe Memeer artae Asseffiely ...... se "eteEl agaiRst it shall ee 
Bflfleifttea e) the SflealEer erthe Assemeiy at the same time as af3flaiRtmeRts te ElTaR aft 
argumeRt iR its [aver are fRase, 1e wFite aft BrgHmeRt agaiHst the meaSHre. An argument ssall 
Ret elleeeElSQQ ""arEls, Any Member of the Legislature who voted against a measure 
submitted to the voters. or any voter or group of voters pursuant to section 9064, may submit 
an argument against the measure. Notwithstanding section 9067(a), if more than one 
argument against the measure is submitted. the Secretary of State shall give preference to the 
argument submitted by a voter or group of voters. 

SECTION 5, GENERAL PROVISIONS 

(a) This Act may only be amended by the electors pursuant to Article n, section lO(c) of the 
California Constitution. 

(b) Ifany provision of this Act, or part thereof, is for any reason held to be invalid or 
unconstitutional, the remaining provisions shall not be affected, but shall remain in full force 
and effect, arid to this end the provisions of this Act are severable. . 

(c) This Act is intended to be comprehensive. It is the intent of the People that in the event 
this Act or measures relating to the same subject shall appear on the same statewide election 
ballot, the provisions of the other measure or measures shall be deemed to be in conflict with 
this Act. In the event that this Act receives a greater number of affinnative votes, the 
provisions of this Act shall prevai l in their entirety, and all provisions of the other measure or 
measures shall be null and void. 
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