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County Clerk/Registrar of Voters (CC/ROV) Memorandum # 11125 

TO: AI County ClerkslRegistrars of Voters 
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na M. Lean 

hief, Elections Division 

RE: Top Two Candidates Open Primary Act of 201 0: Candidate Designation of 
Political Party 

While some county elections officials have conducted special elections under the state's 
Top Two Candidates Open Primary Act that took effect in 2011 , the 2012 election cycle 
will be the first time all county elections officials will conduct an election under the Act. 

To ensure this measure is implemented as uniformly as possible across the state next 
year, the Secretary of State's office is providing clarifying guidance on certain 
provisions. 

This CCIROV addresses the specific issue of how county elections officials should 
designate the party preference or lack of party preference for candidates for voter
nominated offices on the ballot pursuant to Elections Code section 13105(a) and in the 
sample ballot booklet pursuant to Elections Code section 8002.5. As such, it 
supersedes direction given on this topic in Section III (C) of CCIROV #11005 issued on 
January 26, 2011 . 

Elections Code section 13105(a) addresses how a candidate for a voter-nominated 
office is permitted to designate his or her political party preference on the ballot and that 
information is also utilized pursuant to Elections Code section 8002 .5. 

13105. (a) In the case of candidates for a voter-nominated office in a primary 
election, a general election, or a special election to fill a vacancy in the office of 
United States Senator, Member of the United States House of Representatives, 
State Senator, or Member of the Assembly, immediately to the right of and on the 
same line as the name of the candidate, or immediately below the name if there 
is not sufficient space to the right of the name, there shall be identified in eight
point roman lowercase type the name of the political party designated by the 
candidate pursuant to Section 8002 .5. The identification shall be in 
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substantially the following form: "My party preference is the Party." 
If the candidate designates no political party, the phrase "No Party Preference" 
shall be printed instead of the party preference identification. If the candidate 
chooses not to have his or her party preference listed on the ballot, the space 
that would be filled with a party preference designation shall be left blank. 
(Emphasis added) 

The length of the phrase "My party preference is the Party" could pose some 
ballot printing challenges for some county elections officials, which may impact their 
costs and ability to conduct an election. Furthermore, the direction that an elections 
official leave the party preference designation blank in cases where a candidate 
chooses not to have his or her party preference listed on the ballot can be interpreted 
and implemented in a number of different ways, meaning it would likely be implemented 
inconsistently across the state. 

As highlighted above, the phrase "The identification shall be in substantially the 
following form" in Elections Code section 13105(a) gives county elections officials some 
amount of latitude in determining how the party preference of a candidate for a voter
nominated office (disclosed or undisclosed) will appear on the ballot. 

To eliminate the potential for longer ballots and increased printing and mailing costs due 
to implementing Section 131 05(a) in accordance with CC/ROV #11005, and to ensure 
that each candidate's political party designation is provided to voters in a uniform 
fashion substantially similar to the form prescribed by Elections Code section 13105, the 
Secretary of State's office is providing the following direction to each county elections 
official to utilize the following formal: 

o 	 For a candidate who designated a qualified political party pursuant to 
Sections 8002.5 and 8040, "Party Preference: " 

o 	 For a candidate who did not state a preference for a qualified political 
party pursuant to Sections 8002.5 and 8040, "Party Preference: None". 

o 	 For a candidate who chooses not to have his or her stated qualified party 
preference listed on the ballot, "Party Preference: Not Given". 

There may be cases where using even the above listed shorter candidate political party 
designations wil l not solve ballot printing and cost challenges. 

In such rare cases where limitations in voting systems andlor ballot layout capacity 
necessitates abbreviating qualified political party names where a candidate is permitted 
to express a preference as identified above, the Secretary of State's office is providing 
the following direction to each county elections official: 
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o 	 Utilize the following list of approved abbreviations: 

DEM - Democratic 
REP - Republican 
AI - American Independent 
GRN - Green 
LIB -libertarian 
PF - Peace and Freedom 
Not Given - Not Given (this designation should not be abbreviated) 

Should a county utilize the abbreviation option, it must provide a list of the 
abbreviations to voters in the sample ballot booklet, in postings at the 
poll ing places, and in information mailed to vote-by-mail voters . 

o 	 Utilize political party abbreviations for each candidate in a particular 
contest and throughout the entire ballot on a countywide baSiS, even 
though only one candidate may require the use of an abbreviation . 

The Legislature is contemplating amendments to Section 13105 and other related 
sections of the law that may cause or require the Secretary of State to revisit the 
direction provided in this CC/ROV. However, until such time that occurs, the Secretary 
of State recommends that county elections officials adhere to the direction provided 
above. 

Ilyou have any questions, please feel free to contact our office at (916) 657-2166. 
Thank you. 


