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October 4, 2012
County Clerk/Registrar of Voters (CC/ROV) Memorandum #12292

TO: All County (,lerks/Reglstrars of Voters

FROM: jjj /f

Susan lLapsley |
Deputy Secretary of S te and Counscl

RE: Voting Systems: OVSTA Monthly Update — October 2012

[Each month, the Office of Voting Systems Technology Assessment (OVSTA) provides an
update on Election Assistance Commission (EAC) and Secretary of State (SOS) activities related
to voting systems.

Each update will provide information on:

Recent voting system related events that may be of interest.
Administrative approvals and denials since the prior month’s update.
Administrative approval requests since the prior month’s updatc.
Voting system testing and approval at the SOS office.

Voting system testing and certification at the EAC.

Defect, failure and fault reports issucd since the prior month’s update.
Ballot printing certification requests since the prior month’s update.
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Recent Events

EAC is holding a 90-day public comment period for the Voluntary Voting System Guidelines
(VVSG) version 1.1, available on the EAC’s website. The initially proposed revision to VVSG
1.1 was offered during a 120-day public comment period in the summer of 2009. Subsequently,
the EAC has made changes based upon recommended best practices and deficiencies identified
with voting systems. The comment period runs through December 5, 2012.

The LAC held a roundtable discussion entitled “Veterans Voting this November” on September
13, 2012. The participants included local elections officials, including San Diego County
Registrar of Voters Deborah Seiler, state clections officials, academics, and advocacy groups.
Related documents and the archived webcast can be found on the EAC website.

CC/ROV #12289 was sent on October 3, 2012, reminding jurisdictions that Election Observer
Panel Plans are due by October 26", Vote Count Programs are due by October 30" and
requesting that jurisdictions verify their voting system is listed correctly on the “Votmg Systems
Used by Counties” spreadsheet by October 26"


http://www.eac.gov/open/comment.aspx
http://www.eac.gov/open/comment.aspx
http://www.eac.gov/veterans_voting_this_november/
http://www.sos.ca.gov/elections/ccrov/pdf/2012/october/12289rm.pdf
www.sos.ca.gov

Administrative Approval Requests

California Elections Code section 19213 precludes a voting system or part of a voting system that
has been approved by the Secretary of State from being changed or modified until the Secretary of
State has determined that the change “does not impair its accuracy and efficiency. . ..”

Information on submitting an administrative approval request is in “Requesting Administrative
Approval of a Change or Modification to an Approved Voting System.”

Approvals
e ES&S was approved on September 18, 2012, to modify two components on the

AutoMARK VAT. The first modification was to add a second source 1 gigabyte
compact flash card because the currently approved compact flash card is going end-of-
life. The second modification is to replace four components on the Printed Circuit Board
assemblies, which have gone end-of-life, with equivalent components. The four
components are a mosfet on the Power Supply Board (PSB), a crystal on the Printer
Engine Board, a capacitor on the PSB and a resistor on the PSB. This approval was
under review in the September update.

e Dominion was approved on September 21, 2012, to use a SQL script to identify 400-C
loads in WInEDS that lack the corresponding preference vote data for jurisdictions using
the WInEDS 4.0.116B Voting System to run Ranked Choice Voting contests. This
approval was under review in the September update.

Under Review
e Dominion is requesting administrative approval to a new SQL script, which allows the
Vote Validation functionality on its WinEDS 4.0.116B voting system to be turned off in
tally type “Recount.” This will allow jurisdictions using the WinEDS 4.0.116B voting
system to conduct an electronic recount where not all contest are included in the recount
(i.e. a single contest recount).

e Dominion is requesting administrative approval to include a nylon washer to the paper
rolls inside the VVVPAT case to prevent coning in the paper, which can cause an
erroneous low paper message.

Testing and Approval by the State of California

There are no applications for testing voting systems pending before the Secretary of State.

Testing and Certification at the EAC

The EAC provides a weekly update of voting system testing. As of October 2, 2012, the current
testing and certification status for systems relevant to California is:

Dominion Democracy Suite 4.9. Dominion prepared an amended application to correct version
numbers and expand the scope of testing for this system and will submit it to the EAC in


http://www.sos.ca.gov/voting-systems/cert-and-approval/vsysapproval/admin-approval-requirements2012.pdf
http://www.sos.ca.gov/voting-systems/cert-and-approval/vsysapproval/admin-approval-requirements2012.pdf
http://www.eac.gov/blogs/voting_system_testing_update_10212/

October. In the meantime, Wyle is developing a test plan to submit to the EAC. Related
documents can be found on the EAC website.

Dominion Sequoia WInEDS 4.0. The EAC is in discussion with Dominion about the next steps
in testing. Related documents can be found on the EAC website.

Election Systems & Software (ES&S) Unity 3.4.0.0. Wyle expects to deliver a revised Test
Report to the EAC by October 5. Related documents can be found on the EAC’s website.

Election Systems & Software (ES&S) EVS 5.0.0.0. ES&S has resumed testing on this system.
A revision to the scope of testing removed modem functionality and ExpressVote. Related
documents can be found on the EAC website.

The EAC’s "Voting Systems Under Test" and "Certified Voting Systems" pages provide more
specifics on any voting system.

Defects, Failures and Faults

Defects, failures and faults (problem reports) of voting system hardware and software are
reported to the Secretary of State. The Secretary of State in turn provides the reports to the EAC
which provides them to the public on the EAC Voting System Reports clearinghouse webpage.

The Secretary of State has received problem reports for the Dominion WinEDS 4.0.116B, and
WInEDS 3.1.012 voting systems. Each jurisdiction using these voting systems should have
received a copy of the problem report and any associated documentation directly from their
voting system vendor. For more information contact the voting system vendor, or OVSTA, or
go to the EAC website, at EAC Voting System Reports.

Ballot Printing Certification Requests

Ballot Manufacturers and Finishers Under Review:
e Butte County is seeking certification to use Runbeck’s Sentio Ballot Printing System to
manually finish AccuVote-OS ballots at its Oroville, California facility.

e San Bernardino County is seeking certification to (1) change its configuration, (2) modify
its current facility, and (3) add a new facility. Both the modified facility and the new
facility are located in San Bernardino, California. The requested certifications are to be a
manufacturer and finisher of Sequoia Optech ballots on the Runbeck Sentio Ballot
Printing System.

Ballot on Demand Systems Under Review:
e ES&S requested that its Balotar system be certified to print Dominion/Sequoia Optech
ballots.

A list of certified ballot printers can be found at www.sos.ca.gov/voting-systems/cert-and-
approval/ballots.htm.



http://www.eac.gov/testing_and_certification/voting_systems_under_test.aspx
http://www.eac.gov/testing_and_certification/voting_systems_under_test.aspx
http://www.eac.gov/testing_and_certification/voting_systems_under_test.aspx
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