
             

   
 

   

     
 

              
         

        
 

Polling Place Accessibility 
Requirements 

1. Parking Area 

Sections 11B-208, 11B-302, and 11B-502 

If there is a parking lot at the polling place, it shall provide accessible 
parking. The number of accessible spaces shall be provided 
according to Table 1 below. (CCR, Section 11B-208.2.) 
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If off-street parking spaces are available at the polling place, at least one 
van-accessible parking space shall be designated for use by people with 
disabilities. When off-street parking is not available, look for available on-
street parking along the property lines that voters with disabilities may use 
while at the polling place. The requirements, including the accessible route, 
in these guidelines apply to both on-street and off-street accessible 
parking. 

For every 6 accessible spaces, there shall be 1 van accessible space. 
(CCR, Section 11B-208.2.4.) (See Table 2 below.) The van accessible 
space shall be a minimum of 18 feet deep to provide 12 feet for parking 
and 5 feet for loading and unloading, or 9 feet for parking and 8 feet for 
loading and unloading. (CCR, Sections 11B-502.2 and 11B- 502.2 
Exception) Van accessible spaces shall have the access aisle on the 
passenger side of the parking space. (CCR, Section 11B-502.3.4.) 

Additional auto accessible spaces, if required by the Polling Place 
Accessibility Checklist (PPAC), shall be a minimum of 18 feet deep to 
provide 9 feet for parking and 5 feet for loading and unloading. Access 
aisles may be located on either side of auto accessible spaces. (CCR, 
Sections 11B-502.2, 11B-502.3, and 11B-502.3.4 Exception.) 
See Figure 1 below. 

All accessible parking spaces and loading/unloading areas shall not 
exceed 2.08 percent slope in any direction. (CCR, Section 11B-502.4 
Exception.) 
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Figure 1: An accessible parking stall 

The distance from the designated accessible parking area shall be on the 
shortest accessible route to an accessible entrance. (CCR, Section 11B-
208.3.1.) The shorter the distance to the voting area, the easier it is for 
voters with heart and lung conditions or other mobility disabilities to vote on 
Election Day. To provide an accessible route that is also a safe route, the 
accessible parking spaces shall be arranged so a voter using an 
accessible space is not required to travel behind any vehicle other than 
their own. (CCR, Section 11B-502.7.1.) The requirement for a stable, firm, 
and slip-resistant surface found in Section 2 Accessible Route shall also 
apply to the accessible parking space and access aisle surfaces. (CCR, 
Sections 11B-302.1 and 11B-502.4.) 

Every accessible parking space shall be clearly marked by a sign having 
the required International Symbol of Accessibility (ISA) in white on a blue 
background. The words “Van Accessible” or an additional sign with the 
words “Van Accessible” shall be added underneath the ISA if the space is 
intended to be van accessible. The sign shall include additional language 
or an additional sign below the International Symbol of Accessibility that 
states "Minimum Fine $250". 
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Accessible parking signage shall be mounted on a pole or wall at the front 
of or immediately adjacent to the space at a minimum of 60 inches above 
the floor or ground surface measured to the bottom of the lowest sign. 
Signs located within an accessible route shall be a minimum of 80 inches 
above the floor or ground surface measured to the bottom of the lowest 
sign. (CCR, Section 11B-502.6 Exception.) See Figure 2. 

Figure 2: Blue and white signs for van accessible parking and the 
international symbol of accessibility. The signs are connected to a 

metal pole. 

Parking spaces, access aisles and vehicular routes serving them shall 
provide a vertical clearance of 98 inches minimum. If parking is provided 
in a parking structure, then this requirement applies to all entrances and 
exits, accessible parking spaces with access aisles, and the vehicle 
routes serving them. This height is required to ensure a safe vehicular 
path of travel to the accessible parking spaces. (CCR, Section 11B-
502.5.) 
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Drop-off zones may be provided at some polling places. These drop-off 
zones shall provide a level vehicular pull-up space 8 feet wide minimum by 
20 feet long minimum. (CCR, Section 11B-503.2.) Drop-off zones shall 
provide an access aisle minimum 5 feet wide and shall extend the full 
length of the vehicular pull up space they serve. (CCR, Sections 11B-
503.3.1 and 11B-503.3.2.) 

Access aisles shall be marked with a painted borderline around their 
perimeter. The area within the borderlines shall be marked with hatched 
lines in a color contrasting with that of the aisle surface and shall not 
overlap the vehicular way. (CCR, Section 11B- 503.3.3.) 

Vehicle pull-up spaces and access aisles serving them shall comply with CCR, 
Section 11B-302. Access aisles shall be at the same level as the vehicle pull-up 
space they serve. Changes in level, slopes exceeding 1:48, and detectable 
warnings shall not be permitted. 

Access aisle surfaces shall be level, stable, firm, and slip resistant. (CCR, 
Section 11B-503.4) See Figure 3. Drop-off zones constructed prior to 
January 1, 2014, may have access aisles measuring 5 feet wide by 20 feet 
long without markings. Vehicle pull-up spaces, access aisles serving them, 
and vehicular route from the entrance, exit and to the space shall have a 
vertical clearance of 114 inches mnimum. 

Figure 3: Drop-off zone for passengers. 

When necessary, temporary modifying equipment or measures may be 
used to provide compliance at accessible parking spaces and passenger 
drop-off zones. 
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