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About the California Secretary of State

The California Office of the Secretary of State is cormitted to adhering to thehigest
standads of integrity and transparency, supporting businesses, strengteningdemocracy,
potecting individual rights, preservingour state ’s history,deliveringquality services, ard
providing accessib le resources and trusted infomation.

The California Secretary of State ’s responsibilities include:
e Serving as the state ’ s Chief Elections Officer

e Implementingelectronic filingand Internet disclosure of canpeaign and lobbyist
financial infomation

Maintaining business filings

Cammissioning notaries public

Operating the Safe at Hame confidential addess program

Maintaining the Damestic Partners and Advance Health Care Directive Registries
Safeguading the State Archives

Serving as a trustee of the California Museum

Special Note About This Report

Pursuant to Califomnia E lections Cade Section 4008, the Secretayof State shall establisha
taskforce that includes representative of all of the following

(1) County elections officials.

(2)Individuals withdemonstrated language accessibil ity experience for languages
covered under the federal Voting Richts Act of 1965.

(3) Thedisability cormunity and cormunity omganizations and individuals that
advocate on behalf of, orprovide services to, individuals withdisabilities.

(4) Experts with demonstrated experience in the field of elections.

This Task Forcehas been gypointed by the Cal i fornia Secretaryof State. The Task Force is
currently comprised of 16members. Beginning in 2025, the California Secretaryof State’ s
Voter 's Choice Task Force is diagadwithreviewingelections corducted under the Voter ’s
(hoice Act and providing camments and recommendations to the California State
Legislature within sixmonths of the election.

Agregateddata from the state 's VoteCal database, aswell asdata from university reports

created through the VotingRichts Project, will beprovided in a supplemental report in the
future.
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Voter’s Choice Task Force Appointees

1. Melvin E. Levey, Merced County ROV
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Purpose and History of the Voter’s Choice Act

The Voter s Choice Act (VCA), enacted throuchSenate Bil | (SB) 450 (Allen,Hertzbeg,etal .,
(hepter832, Statutes of 2016), authorizedparticipating counties to adopt amademized
electionmadel designed to increase voter access, convenience, flexibility, andparticipation.
The made| expanded vote by mail, introduced countywide vote centers, and provided
multiple ballot return options. Theadmptionof thebill authorized14 counties topil ot the new
votingmade| beginning in 2018, allowingall counties to move to the newmadel in 2020.
Thirty of California’ s 88 counties conducted the June 2, 2026, Statewide Direct Primary
Election using this model .

Legislative analysis of Senate Bil | 450 conveys thepumpose of the VCA is to increase voter
participation. The bill author based the VCAon Colorado ’s electionmadel given thehih
rate of participation in that state.? Insteadof requiring everyone to vote on E lection Day
during thehours of 7:00 amand8:00 pm, voters aregiven options. |t gives votersgreater
flexibility byallowing them to vote bymail, expanrdingaccess to in{person early voting,
castingaballot at anyVote Centerwithin their county, and using secure bal lot dropoff
locations througout VCA counties. Because vote centers are staffed formultiple days,
proponents of SB 450 pointed to the benefit of having smoothly run in-person voting.

The VCAallows counties in California to replace E lection Dayneighbohoadpol | sites witha
reduced number of mu |t i-day vote centers. Al | vote centersmust be open forat least four
days starting the Saturday before Election Day, with a portion beingaopened for eleven
days. 3 Voters in a VCA countymayvote at anyvote center in their county,while voters in

'California Elections Code§4005.
Ibid.
California Elections Code§4005 and 4008.

Participating VCA Counties as of November 4, 2025: A lameda, Amedor, Butte,

Calaveras, E | Dorado, Fresno, Humboldt, Imperial, Kings, Los Angeles, Madera, Marin,
Mariposa, Merced, Ngpa, Nevada, Orange, P lacer, Riverside, Sacramento, San Benito,
San Diego, San Mateo, Santa Clara, Santa Cruz, Sonama, Stanislaus, Tuolumne,
Ventura, Yolo. https://www.sos.ca gov/voters-coice-act/vcagparticipatingcounties

2August 1, 2016 Assenb ly Appropriations Cormittee and August 18, 2016, Assembly F loor
Analysis.
sCalifornia Elections Code§4005.s
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non-VVCA countiesmust vote at theirdesignatedpol | site. Initially, only VCAcountieswere
required tomail registeredvoters in the countyaballot in thema |, but beginning in 2020, al |
counties arerequiredtomail aballot at | east 2days before an election.*Atall voting
locations, whether a neigbohoadpoll site or a vote center, additional services are
provided to support voters. Both offer services suchas providing voters the ability to
register and vote a conditional ballot, translatedelectionmaterials and intemretation,
accessible ballotmarkingdevices, and the abil ity todrgpoff a ballot received in the mail.
The VCArequires counties to create an Election Administration Plan (EAP), to conduct
outreach and education to voters, and to create a Language Accessibil ity Advisory
Cammittee (LAAC) anda Voter Accessibility Advisory Committee (VAAC).

The VCAssets a statutory floor for voteraccess. Not includingspecial e lections, counties
must provide 11-day vote centers at aminimumratio of one per 50,000 registered voters,
and4-day vote centers ataminimumratio of one per 10,000 registered voters aminimum of
8hours perday. Also, eadhcountymust provide at least twoballot dropoff locations, orone
for every 15,000 regis tered voters, whichever resu I ts inmore.® In addition to establishing
minimumrequ irements forofficial ballot dropoff locations andvote centers, the VCA
creates a baseline of offerings foraccessible votingequipment, voter services, language
assistance, outreach,andaccessibility. It is especial lygeared towad cormunities that
havehistorical ly facedbarriers to voting,requiringcounties to account formore than a
dozen factors suchas proximity topublic transportation,disability access, low-income
carmunities, low vehicle ownership, ardhistorically lowvote bymail usewhen settingvote
center anddrop box locations. And through the E lection Administration Plan, the Voter ’ s
(hoice Act makes those obligationspublicandenforceable byrequiringadetailedprocess
of publicly noticedmeetings,public camment,draft revision, accessible publication, and
state review.®

The VCA also requires maileddirect contacts togo at least once to voters sharinga
surname and adress in each requested language. It requires vote centers to post
infomation about available county or Secretaryof State larguageassistance services ard
hotlines, and, throuh202, it requires counties withmore than 500,000 registered voters to
establish a Voter Education and Outreach Advisory Carmittee andhold at least one
dadicated public meeting on voter education and outreachduringdeve lopment of the
Election Administration Plan. Just as inportantly, it creates a noredefinedpipeline for
coomunity input by requiring Language Accessibility Advisory Committees and Voter
Accessibility Advisory Carmittees tomeet before thepublic planningmeetingardrequires
thatmeeting to occur before thedraft E lection Administration Plan ispublicly noticed, thus
helping to ensure that affected cormunitieshave ameaningful opportunity to shepe the

“California Elections Cade§3000.5.
sCalifornia Elections Code§4005.
s Ibid.
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planbefore it is final ized. The VCAalso sets a fim 120daypreelectiondealine for final
Election Adninistration P lans, requires counties topost election cost reportswitin nine
nmonhsof anelection’ s certification, requires the Secretalyof State to submit their final
reportwithin sixmonths after eachelection, andre-establishes a standing task force to
review each VCA election and report reconmendations to Legislature. ’

Overall, the Voter ’s Goice Act represents asignificant shift frantraditional ElectionDey
voting toward

amore flexible, accessible, andvoter-centeredelection process. By exparding vote-by-
mail, establishing countywide vote centersandballot drop-off locations, andrequiring
counties to address accessibility and language needs, the VCA is designed to reduce
barriers to votingardincreaseparticipation. At the same time, its requirements forpublic
input, Election Administration Plans, and state oversigt create accountability and
transparency,making voter access a sharedresponsibil i ty between counties and the state.

Gart 1. Select Special Requirements for thedJune 2, 2026, Statewide Direct Primary E lection
Under Polling Place and VCA Madels

Polling Place Model VCA Model
Vote by Mail All votersreceiveaballot All voters receive a
in themail (as of 2020) ballot in the mail
In-Person Voting Precinctpollingplaces Minimum: One vote
open on Election Day center for every 50,000

voters for 11 days
(includingElection Day)
andone voter center for
every 10,000 voters for
fourdays (including

Election Day)

In-Person Voting I nperson votersmustgo I n-person voters cango

to a designated to anyvote center in the

neighbohoadpol | site county

althoudh those with

conprenensive

electronic votingrosters

can vote

’California Elections Code§4005 and 4008.
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anyhere in the county

Official Ballot Drop
Boxes

Minimum: One official
ballot drop box for every
30,000 registered voters

Minimum: One official
ballotdropbox for every
15,000 voters and at
each vote center

Toll-Free Language
Hotline

Language hotline
availability andhotline
gone number posted

at voter centers

Election
Administration
Plan

Voter Education and
Outreadch Plan

Plans must include a
voter

education plan and a
description of how
mediawill be used to
pamote elections. Also
requires

public meetings, draft
postingswith feedback .

Community
Commiittees

Larnguage Accessibility
Advisory Carmittee,
Voter

Accessibility Advisoly
Camittee, and Voter
Education and Outreach
Advisory Carmittee (in
large counties)
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Unusual Nature of the June 2, 2026 Statewide Primary
Election (Ballot Rejection Rate and USPS Changes)
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Ballot Processing Improvements
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Impact of the Voter’s Choice Act on Flexibility, Accessibility,
and Security
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Review of the VoteCal Data
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Reviews of the University Data
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Recommendations and Conclusion
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