
Appendix B  
Elections Code Sections pertaining to voter file information confidentiality.  
 
 
CALIFORNIA ELECTIONS  CODE  
SECTIONS 2150-2196  
 

Article 4. Forms  
 
 2150.  Affidavit of Registration.  
(a) The affidavit of registration shall show:  
 (1) The facts necessary to establish the affiant as an elector.  
 (2) The affiant's name at length, including his or her given name, and a middle 
name or initial, or if the initial of the given name is customarily used, then the initial and 
middle name. The affiant's given name may be preceded, at affiant's option, by the 
designation of Miss, Ms., Mrs., or Mr. No person shall be denied the right to register 
because of his or her failure to mark a prefix to the given name and shall be so advised on 
the voter registration card.  This subdivision shall not be construed as requiring the 
printing of prefixes on an affidavit of registration.  
 (3) The affiant's place of residence, residence telephone number, if furnished, 
and e-mail address, if furnished. No person shall be denied the right to register because of 
his or her failure to furnish a telephone number or e-mail address, and shall be so advised 
on the voter registration card.  
 (4) The affiant's mailing address, if different from the place of residence.  
 (5) The affiant's date of birth to establish that he or she will be at least 18 years 
of age on or before the date of the next election.  
 (6) The state or country of the affiant's birth.  
 (7) The affiant's California driver's license number, California identification card 
number, or other identification number as specified by the Secretary of State.  No person 
shall be denied the right to register because of his or her failure to furnish one of these 
numbers, and shall be so advised on the voter registration card.  
 (8) The affiant's political party affiliation.  
 (9) That the affiant is currently not imprisoned or on parole for the conviction of 
a felony.  
 (10) A prior registration portion indicating whether the affiant has been  
registered at another address, under another name, or as intending to affiliate with another 
party. If the affiant has been so registered, he or she shall give an additional statement 
giving that address, name, or party.  
(b) The affiant shall certify the content of the affidavit as to its truth and correctness, 
under penalty of perjury, with the signature of his or her name and the date of signing. If 
the affiant is unable to write he or she shall sign with a mark or cross.  
(c) If any person, including a deputy registrar, assists the affiant in completing the 
affidavit, that person shall sign and date the affidavit below the signature of the affiant.  
 
2151.  Declaring party affiliation; form of voter registration card.  



  

 At the time of registering and of transferring registration, each elector may  
declare the name of the political party with which he or she intends to affiliate at the 
ensuing primary election. The name of that political party shall be stated in the affidavit 
of registration and the index.  
 The voter registration card shall inform the affiant that any elector may decline 
to state a political affiliation, but no person shall be entitled to vote the ballot of any 
political party at any primary election unless he or she has stated the name of the party 
with which he or she intends to affiliate or unless he or she has declined to state a party 
affiliation and the political party, by party rule duly noticed to the Secretary of State, 
authorizes a person who has declined to state a party affiliation to vote the ballot of that 
political party. The voter registration card shall include a listing of all qualified political 
parties.  
 No person shall be permitted to vote the ballot of any party or for any delegates 
to the convention of any party other than the party designated in his or her registration, 
except as provided by Section 2152 or unless he or she has declined to state a party 
affiliation and the party, by party rule duly noticed to the Secretary of State, authorizes a 
person who has declined to state a party affiliation to vote the party ballot or for delegates 
to the party convention.  
 
2152.  Change of political affiliation.  
 Whenever any voter has declined to designate or has changed his or her political 
affiliation prior to the close of registration for an election, he or she may either so 
designate or ha ve a change recorded by executing a new affidavit of registration and 
completing the prior registration portion of the affidavit.  
 
2153.  Procedure for incomplete affidavit; voter notification.  
(a) Except as provided in Section 2154, the affidavit of registration shall show all the facts 
required to be stated.  
(b) If the affidavit does not contain all of the information required, but the telephone 
number of the affiant is legible, the county elections official shall telephone the affiant 
and attempt to collect the missing information.  
(c) If the affidavit does not contain all of the information required, and the county  
elections official is not able to collect the missing information by telephone, but the 
mailing address of the affiant is legible, the county  elections official shall inform the 
affiant of the reason for rejection and shall send to the affiant a new voter registration 
card.  
 
2154.  Incomplete affidavit; rebuttable presumptions.  
 In the event that the county elections  official receives an affidavit of registration 
that does not include portions of the information for which space is provided, the county 
elections official voters shall apply the following rebuttable presumptions:  
(a) If no middle name or initial is shown, it shall be presumed that none exists.  
(b) If no party affiliation is shown, it shall be presumed that the affiant has no party 
affiliation.  
(c) If no execution date is shown, it shall be presumed that the affidavit was executed on 
or before the 15th day prior to the election, provided that (1) the affidavit is received by 
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the county elections official on or before the 15th day prior to the election, or (2) the 
affidavit is postmarked on or before the 15th day prior to the election and received by 
mail by the county elections official.  
(d) If the affiant fails to identify his or her state of birth within the United States, it shall 
be presumed that the affiant was born in a state or territory of the United States if the 
birthplace of the affiant is shown as "United States," "U.S.A.," or other recognizable term 
designating the United States.  
 
2155.  Voter notification form; notification returned by postal authorities.  
 Upon receipt of a properly executed affidavit of registration or address  
correction notice or letter pursuant to Section 2119, Article 2 (commencing with Section 
2220), or the National Voter Registration Act of 1993 (42 U.S.C. Sec. 1973gg), the 
county elections official shall send the voter a voter notification by nonforwardable, first 
class mail, address correction requested.  The voter notification shall state the party  
affiliation for which the voter has registered in the following format:  
 Party: (Name of political party)  
 The voter notification shall be substantially in the following form:  

VOTER NOTIFICATION  
 You are registered to vote.  The party affiliation for which you have registered is 
shown on the reverse of this card. This card is being sent as a notification of:  

1. 	 Your recently completed affidavit of registration, 
 
OR,
  

 2. A correction to your registration because of an official notice that you have 
moved. If your residence address has not changed or if your move is temporary, please 
call or write the county elections official immediately. 

 _______________________________________________________  
 
 You may vote in any election held 15 or more days after the date shown on the 
reverse side of this card.  
 Your name will appear on the index kept at the polls.  
 Please contact your county  elections office if the information shown on the 
reverse side of this card is incorrect. 

 _______________________________________________________  
(Signature of Voter)  

 
2156.  Secretary of State to provide voter notification form.  
 The Secretary of State shall print, or cause to be printed, the blank forms of the 
voter notification prescribed by Section 2155.  
 The Secretary of State shall supply the forms to the county elections official in 
quantities and at times requested by the county elections official.  The Secretary of State 
may continue to supply existing voter notification forms prior to printing new or revised 
forms as required by any changes to Section 2155.  
 
2157.  Form of affidavit of registration.  
(a) Subject to this chapter, the affidavit of registration shall be in a form prescribed by 
regulations adopted by the Secretary of State.  The affidavit shall:  
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 (1) Contain the information prescribed in Section 2150.  
 (2) Be sufficiently uniform among the separate counties to allow for the  
processing and use by one county of an affidavit completed in another county.  
 (3) Allow for the inclusion of informational language to meet the specific needs 
of that county, including, but not limited to, the return address of the elections official in 
that county, and a telephone number at which a voter can obtain elections information in  
that county.  
 (4) Be included on one portion of a multipart card, to be known as a voter 
registration card, the other portions of which shall include information sufficient to 
facilitate completion and mailing of the affidavit. The affidavit portion of the multipart 
card shall be numbered according to regulations adopted by the Secretary of State. For 
purposes of facilitating the distribution of voter registration cards as provided in Section 
2158, there shall be attached to the affidavit portion a receipt.  The receipt shall be 
separated from the body of the affidavit by a perforated line.  
 (5) Contain, at the top of the card, in a type size and color of ink that is clearly 
distinguishable from surrounding text, a statement that the use of voter registration 
information for commercial purposes is a misdemeanor, and any suspected misuse should 
be reported to the office of the Secretary of State.  
 (6) Contain a fraud hotline telephone number maintained by the Secretary of 
State at which the public may report suspected fraudulent activity concerning misuse of 
voter registration information.  
 (7) Be returnable to the county elections  official as a self-enclosed mailer with 
postage prepaid by the Secretary of State.  
(b) Nothing contained in this division shall prevent the use of voter registration cards and 
affidavits of registration in existence on the effective date of this section and produced 
pursuant to regulations of the Secretary of State, and all references to voter registration 
cards and affidavits in this division shall be applied to the existing voter registration cards 
and affidavits of registration.  
(c) This section shall remain in effect only until January 1, 2005, and as of that date is 
repealed, unless a later enacted statute, that is enacted before January 1, 2005, deletes or 
extends that date.  
 
2158.  County elections official to provide voter registration cards.  
 In addition to registration conducted by deputy registrars of voters, the county 
elections official shall, do all of the following:  
(a) Provide voter registration cards for the registration of voters at his or her office and in 
sufficient number of locations throughout the county for the convenience of persons 
desiring to register, to the end that registration may be maintained at a high level.  
(b) Provide voter registration cards in sufficient quantities to any citizens or organizations 
who wish to distribute the cards other than to persons who have been convicted of  
violating this section within the last five years. Citizens and organizations shall be 
permitted to distribute voter registration cards anywhere within the county.  
 (1) If, after completing his or her voter registration affidavit, an elector entrusts 
it to another person, the latter shall sign and date the attached, numbered receipt indicating 
his or her address and telephone number, if any, and give the receipt to the elector. 
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Failure to comply with this paragraph shall not cause the invalidation of the registration of 
a voter.  
 (2) Any citizen or organization that distributes voter registration cards shall give 
a voter registration card to any elector requesting it, provided that the citizen or  
organization has a sufficient number of cards.  
 (3) If distribution of voter registration cards pursuant to this subdivision is 
undertaken by mailing cards to persons who have not requested the cards, the person 
mailing the cards shall enclose a cover letter or other notice with each card instructing the 
recipients to disregard the cards if they are currently registered voters.  
(c) Mail a voter registration card immediately to any person who wishes to register to vote 
and requests a voter registration card.  
 
2159.  Telephone number and address of person or organization who pays money 
for completed affidavit of registration.  
 Notwithstand ing paragraph (1) of subdivision (b) of Section 2158, any person 
who, in exchange for money or other valuable consideration, assists another to register to 
vote by receiving the completed affidavit of registration from the elector, shall sign in his 
or her handwriting and affix directly on the affidavit of  
registration his or her full name, telephone number, and address, and the name and 
telephone number of the person, company, or organization, if any, that agrees to pay 
money or other valuable consideration for the completed affidavit of registration.  Failure 
to comply with this section shall not cause the invalidation of the registration of the voter.  
 
2159.5.  Requirements for paying for assisting persons to register to vote.  
 Any person, company, or other organization that agrees to pay money or other 
valuable consideration, whether on a per-affidavit basis or otherwise, to any person who 
assists another person to register to vote by receiving the completed affidavit of  
registration, shall do all of the following:  
(a) Maintain a list of the names, addresses, and telephone numbers of all individuals that 
the person, company, or other organization has agreed to compensate for assisting others 
to register to vote, and shall provide to each person receiving that consideration a written 
statement of that person's personal responsibilities and liabilities under Sections 2138, 
2139, 2150, 2158, 2159, 18100, 18101, 18103, 18106, 18108, and 18108.5.  Receipt of 
the written statement shall be acknowledged, in writing, by the person receiving the 
consideration, and the acknowledgment shall be kept by the person, company, or  
organization that agrees to compensate that person. All records required by this  
subdivision shall be maintained for a minimum of three years, and shall be made available 
to the elections official, the Secretary of State, or an appropriate prosecuting agency, upon 
demand. As an alternate to maintaining the records required by this subdivision, the 
records may be filed with the county elections official, who shall retain those records for a 
minimum of three years. The county elections official may charge a fee, not to exceed 
actual costs, for storing records pursuant to this subdivision.  
(b) Not render any payment or promised consideration unless the information specified in 
Section 2159 has been affixed personally on the affidavit in the handwriting of the person 
with whom the agreement for payment was made.  
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(c) At the time of submission of affidavits to elections officials, identify and separate 
those affidavits into groups that do and that do not comply with the requirements of 
Sections 2150 and 2159.  A signed acknowledgment shall be attached to each group of 
affidavits identifying a group as in compliance with Sections 2150 and 2159, and a group 
as not in compliance with either Section 2150 or 2159, or both.  
(d) Failure to comply with this section shall not cause the invalidation of the registration 
of the voter. 
 
 2160.  Form of affidavit of registration issued to a deputy registrar of voters.   
 Each affidavit of registration issued to a deputy registrar of voters shall meet the 
requirements prescribed by Section 2157, except that the voter registration card shall be 
modified, pursuant to regulations adopted by the Secretary of State, to reflect the use of a 
deputy registrar of voters in lieu of mail delivery. A stub, separated from the body of the 
voter registration card by a  
perforated line, shall be attached to each affidavit. Upon the stub shall be printed the 
number of the affidavit and blanks for the following:  
(a) The name, residence, political affiliation, and signature of the voter.  
(b) The signature of the deputy taking the registration.  
(c) The date.  
 At the time of registering the voter, the deputy shall fill in the blanks in the stub, 
and require the voter to sign the stub in the place provided. The deputy shall then detach 
the stub and the informational portion of the voter registration form from the affidavit and 
hand the stub and information to the voter.  
 
2161.  Secretary of State to provide voter registration cards.  
 The Secretary of State shall print, or cause to be printed, the blank forms of the 
affidavits of registration and voter registration cards prescribed by this  code.  The 
Secretary of State shall bind and number, or cause to be bound and numbered, affidavits 
of registration and voter registration cards as required by this code.  The Secretary of State 
shall supply the forms to the county  elections  official in quantities and at times as 
requested by the county elections official.  
 
2162.  Secretary of State or NVRA registration forms; no alteration of form prior 
to distribution; only elector to mark form.  
(a) No affidavits of registration other than those provided by the Secretary of State to the 
county elections officials or the national voter registration forms authorized pursuant to 
the National Voter Registration Act (42 U.S.C. Sec. 1973gg) shall be used for the 
registration of voters.  
(b) No voter registration card shall be altered, defaced, or changed in any way, other than 
by the insertion of a mailing address and the affixing of postage, if mailed, or as otherwise 
specifically authorized by the Secretary of State, prior to distribution of the cards.  
(c) The affidavit portion of a voter registration card shall not be marked, stamped, or 
partially or fully completed by any person other than an elector attempting to register to 
vote or by a person assisting the elector in completing the affidavit at the request of the 
elector.  
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2162.5.  Notice required on online voter registration form.  
(a) Any online or downloadable voter registration form maintained on the Web site of the 
Secretary of State's office shall include at the top of the form, in a font size and color that 
is clearly distinguishable from surrounding text, a statement that the use of voter  
registration information for commercial purposes is a misdemeanor, and any suspected 
misuse should be reported to the office of the Secretary of State.  
(b) This section shall remain in effect only until January 1, 2005, and as of that date is 
repealed, unless a later enacted statute, that is enacted before January 1, 2005, deletes or 
extends that date.  
 
2163.  Secretary of State to provide voter registration logo displays.  
 The Secretary of State shall prepare and print or cause to be printed an  
appropriate logo that may be displayed on the windows of offices, stores, and other 
establishments indicating the availability of voter registration cards for the public. The 
Secretary of State, upon request, shall provide these logos free of charge to any person or 
organization that distributes voter registration cards.  
 
2164.  Secretary of State shall pay postage.  
(a) The Secretary of State shall pay all postage for all of the following:  
 (1) Mailing of the voter notification and the address correction service pursuant 
to Section 2153.  
 (2) Return to the county  elections official of the affidavits of registration  
pursuant to Section 2157.  
 (3) Mailing of blank voter registration cards pursuant to subdivision (c) of  
Section 2158.  
 (4) Any mailing of blank voter registration cards pursuant to programs adopted 
under Section 2105.  
(b) All payments made pursuant to this section shall be made directly from funds  
appropriated to the Secretary of State for this purpose.  
 
2165.  Filing of affidavit of re gistration; printed alphabetical index.  
 Affidavits of registration for the whole of each county shall be filed, as fast as 
the registration progresses, in any orderly arrangement as prescribed by the county  
elections official.  If the affidavits are not filed alphabetically without regard to precinct, 
the county  elections official shall, by electronic, electromechanical, or other suitable 
means, provide, for general use in his or her office, a comprehensive, printed alphabetical 
index to the surnames of vo ters on all uncanceled affidavits for the whole of the county, 
whereby the affidavit of registration of any voter may be ascertained and produced. In the 
case of voters having the same surname, the classification of names appearing on the 
index shall extend to the given and, where necessary, the middle name or initial.  
 
2166.  Confidential registration upon order of superior court.  
(a) Any person filing with the county elections official a new affidavit of registration or 
reregistration may have the informa tion relating to his or her residence address, telephone 
number, and e-mail address appearing on the affidavit, or any list or roster or index 
prepared therefrom, declared confidential upon order of a superior court issued upon a 
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showing of good cause that a life threatening circumstance exists to the voter or a member 
of the voter's household, and naming the county elections official as a party.  
(b) Any person granted confidentiality under subdivision (a) shall:  
 (1) Be considered an absent voter for all subsequent elections or until the county 
elections official is notified otherwise by the court or in writing by the voter.  A voter 
requesting termination of absent voter status thereby consents to placement of his or her 
residence address, telephone number, and e-mail address in the roster of voters.  
 (2) In addition to the required residence address, provide a valid mailing address 
to be used in place of the residence address for election, scholarly, or political research, 
and government purposes. The elections official, in producing any list, roster, or index 
may, at his or her choice, use the valid mailing address or the word "confidential" or some 
similar designation in place of the residence address.  
(c) No action in negligence may be maintained against any government entity or officer or 
employee thereof as a result of disclosure of the information which is the subject of this 
section unless by a showing of gross negligence or willfulness.  
 
2166.5.  Confidential registration.  
(a) Any person filing with the county elections official a new affidavit of registration or 
reregistration may have the information relating to his or her residence address, telephone 
number, and e-mail address appearing on the affidavit, or any list or roster or index 
prepared therefrom, declared confidential upon presentation of certification that the  
person is a participant in the Address Confidentiality for Victims of Domestic Violence 
and Stalking program pursuant to Chapter 3.1 (commencing with Section 6205) of  
Division 7 of Title 1 of the Government  Code or a participant in the Address  
Confidentiality for Reproductive Health Care Service Providers, Employees, Volunteers, 
and Patients program pursuant to Chapter 3.2 (commencing with Section 6215) of that 
division.  
(b) Any person granted confidentiality under subdivision (a) shall:  
 (1) Be considered an absent voter for all subsequent elections or until the county 
elections official is notified otherwise by the Secretary of State or in writing by the voter.  
A voter requesting termination of absent voter status thereby consents to placement of his 
or her residence address, telephone number, and e-mail address in the roster of voters.  
 (2) In addition to the required residence address, provide a valid mailing address 
to be used in place of the residence address for election, scholarly, or political research, 
and government purposes. The elections official, in producing any list, roster, or index 
may, at his or her choice, use the valid mailing address or the word "confidential" or some 
similar designation in place of the residence address.  
(c) No action in negligence may be maintained against any government entity or officer or 
employee thereof as a result of disclosure of the information that is the subject of this 
section unless by a showing of gross negligence or willfulness.  
(d) Subdivisions (a) and (b) shall not apply to any person granted confidentiality upon 
receipt by the county elections official of a written notice by the address confidentiality 
program manager of the withdrawal, invalidation, expiration, or termination of the  
program participant's certification.  
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(e) This section shall remain in effect only until January 1, 2008, and as of that date is 
repealed, unless a later enacted statute, that is enacted before January 1, 2008, deletes or 
extends that date.  
 
2167.  Fee or certified copy of affidavit.  
 Upon the personal or written application of any person, the county  elections  
official shall, at a fee not to exceed one dollar and fifty cents ($1.50), provide the 
applicant with a certified copy of the entries upon the register relating to the applicant. A 
certified copy of an uncanceled affidavit of registration is prima facie evidence that the 
person named in the entry is a voter of the county.  
 
2168.  Statewide system for removal of duplicate registrations…  
(a) The Secretary of State shall establish a statewide system to facilitate removal of  
duplicate or prior registrations, to facilitate the reporting of election results and voter and 
candidate information, and to otherwise administer and enhance election administration.  
(b) The statewide system established pursuant to this section shall not replace county 
voter registration systems or processes.  
 

Article 5. Voter Registration Index  
 
2180.  Form and time of printing complete index to affidavits of registration.   
(a) At least once, and more often if he or she deems it necessary, within each two-year 
period commencing on the first day of January in each odd-numbered year, the county 
elections official shall have printed a complete index, by precinct, to the affidavits of 
registration current at the date of printing.  
(b) (1) The index shall contain the name, address, residence telephone number if  
furnished, and political affiliation of each voter, and also a ruled space to the le ft of each 
name, within which to write, in figures, the line number designating the position of the 
name of the voter on the roster of voters.  
 (2) The name shall include the given name and the middle name or initials, if 
any. At the affiant's option, the given name may be preceded by the designation "Miss," 
"Ms.," "Mrs.," or "Mr."  
(c) The index shall be printed in a size no smaller than eight-point roman type on eight-
point body and shall be arranged in alphabetical order in accordance with the surnames of 
the voters.  
(d) A space of not less than one-quarter inch or one line of printing shall be left between 
the names of voters beginning with one letter of the alphabet and those starting with the 
next letter of the alphabet.  
(e) Supplements of the same content and style may be printed as need for them appears.  
 
2181.  County elections official may print continuing index.  
 In addition to printing a complete index within and for each two-year period, as 
provided in Section 2180, the county  elections official may print and maintain one 
complete and continuing index, by precinct, to the affidavits of registration and keep the 
index current by supplements and deletions as provided in Sections 2180 and 2183, and 
by reprinting portions of the index by precinct, as the need appears, the reprinted portions 
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to contain the same information concerning each voter and to be in the same style, 
spacing, and type of print as provided in Section 2180. 

2182. Number of precinct index copies to be prepared. 
The number of copies of the precinct index printed shall be as many as in the 

judgment of the county elections official may be necessary for the business of the office.  
In counties where the precinct index is printed by means of a punched card or other high-
speed data processing equipment, the number of copies of precinct indexes so prepared 
shall be the number required to be furnished by law and as many more as in the judgment 
of the county elections official may be necessary for the business of the office. 

2183. County elections official to supply copies of the index. 
The elections official shall supply copies of the index and of supplements to the 

index, necessary to bring it up to date, for all elections  to be held within the county.  The 
county elections official shall also supply as many copies of the index and supplements, 
not to exceed four in number, as may be requested by the elections official of a city, 
school district or other body. The name of each voter whose affidavit of registration has 
been canceled sha ll be lined out of the index and supplement.  The county elections 
official may charge an amount as will reimburse the county for the expense incurred in 
preparing and furnishing lined out indexes of registrations and supplements other than for 
those provided for by Sections 2180 and 2182. 

In the case of a municipal election, an index provided pursuant to this section 
shall be supplied to the city elections official not less than 25 days prior to the day of the 
election for which it is provided. If the index does not contain the names of all people 
eligible to vote in the election, the county elections  official shall supply a supplement to 
the index, including all voters who registered after the 54th day before the election, not 
less than seven days prior to the election for which it is provided. 

2184. County elections official to supply copies of the index. 
Upon demand of any Member of the Legislature, of Congress, or any candidate 

who is to be voted for in the county, in a city therein, or in a political subdivision of 
either, or upon written demand of his or her campaign committee, of any committee for or 
against any proposed ballot measure, or of any committee for or against any referendum 
or initiative measure for which legal publication has been made, the county elections 
official shall furnish to the Member of the Legislature, of Congress, or to either the 
candidate or his or her campaign committee or to the ballot measure committee no more 
than two copies of the printed indexes of the registration for the primary and general 
elections in which the Member of the Legislature or Congress may participate as a 
candidate, or for the election in which the candidate will participate, or the ballot measure 
will be voted upon, at a charge of fifty cents ($0.50) per thousand names.  All moneys 
collected shall be deposited in the county treasury to the credit of the general fund. 

2185. County elections official to supply copies of the index. 
Upon written demand of the chair or vice chair of a party state central committee 

or of the chair of a party county central committee, the county elections official shall 
furnish to each committee, without charge therefore, the index of registration for the 
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primary and general elections or for any special election at which a partisan office is to be 
filled. The index of registration shall be furnished to the committee demanding the index 
not less than 25 days prior to the day of the primary, general, or special election for which 
they are provided. Upon written demand, the  county elections official shall also furnish to 
the committee the index of registration of voters who registered after the 54th day before 
the election, which shall be compiled and prepared by Assembly districts. The county 
elections official shall furnish either two printed copies or, if available, one copy in an 
electronic form of the indexes specified in this section.  
 
2187.  Statement of Registration.  
(a) Each county  elections official shall send to the Secretary of State, in a format  
described by the Secretary of State, a summary statement of the number of voters in the 
county. The statement shall show the total number of voters in the county, the number 
registered as affiliated with each qualified political party, the number registered in  
nonqualified parties, and the number who declined to state any party affiliation.  The 
statement shall also show the number of voters, by political affiliations, in each city, 
supervisorial district, Assembly district, Senate district, and congressional district located 
in whole or in part within the county.  
(b) The Secretary of State, on the basis of the statements sent by the county elections  
officials and within 30 days after receiving those statements, shall compile a statewide list 
showing the number of voters, by party affiliations, in the state and in each county, city, 
supervisorial district, Assembly district, Senate district, and congressional district in the 
state. A copy of this list shall be made available, upon request, to any elector in this state.  
(c) Each county that uses data processing equipment to store the information set forth in 
the affidavit of registration shall send to the Secretary of State one copy of the magnetic 
tape file with the information requested by the Secretary of State. Each county that does 
not use data processing storage shall send to the Secretary of State one copy of the index 
setting forth that information.  
(d) The summary statements and the magnetic tape file copy or the index shall be sent at 
the following times:  
 (1) On the 135th day before each presidential primary and before each direct 
primary, with respect to voters registered on the 154th day before the primary election.  
 (2) Not less than 50 days prior to the primary election, with respect to voters 
registered on the 60th day before the primary election.  
 (3) Not less than 10 days prior to the primary election, with respect to voters 
registered before the 28th day prior to the primary election.  
 (4) Not less than 50 days prior to the general election, with respect to voters 
registered on the 60th day before the general election.  
 (5) Not less than 10 days prior to the general election, with respect to voters 
registered before the 28th day prior to the general election.  
 (6) On or before March 1 of each odd-numbered year, with respect to voters 
registered as of February 10.  
(e) The Secretary of State may adopt regulations prescribing the content and format of the 
magnetic tape file or index referred to in subdivision (c) and containing the registered 
voter information from the affidavits of registration.  
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(f) The Secretary of State may adopt regulations prescribing additional regular reporting 
times, except that the total number of reporting times in any one calendar year shall not 
exceed 12.  
(g) The Secretary of State shall make the information from the magnetic tape files or the 
printed indexes available, under conditions prescribed by the Secretary of State, to any 
candidate for federal, state, or local office, to any committee for or against any proposed 
ballot measure, to any committee for or against any initiative or referendum measure for 
which legal publication is made, and to any person for election, scholarly or political 
research, or governmental purposes as determined by the Secretary of State.  
 
2188.  Application of voter registration information.  
(a) Any application for voter registration information available pursuant to law and 
maintained by the Secretary of State or by the elections official of any county shall be 
made pursuant to this section.  
(b) The application shall set forth all of the following:  
 (1) The printed or typed name of the applicant in full.  
 (2) The complete residence address and complete business address of the  
applicant, giving street and number. If no street or number exists, a postal mailing 
address as well as an adequate designation sufficient to readily ascertain the location.  
 (3) The telephone number of the applicant, if one exists.  
 (4) The number of the applicant's driver's license, state identification card, or 
other identification approved by the Secretary of State if the applicant does not have a 
driver's license or state identification card.  
 (5) The specific information requested.  
 (6) A statement of the intended use of the information requested.  
(c) If the application is on behalf of a person other than the applicant, the applicant shall, 
in addition to the information required by subdivision (b), set forth all of the following:  
 (1) The name of the person, organization, company, committee, association, or 
group requesting the  voter registration information, including their complete mailing 
address and telephone number.  
 (2) The name of the person authorizing or requesting the applicant to obtain the 
voter registration information.  
(d) The elections official shall request the applicant to display his or her identification for 
purposes of verifying that identifying numbers of the identification document match those 
written by the applicant on the application form.  
(e) The applicant shall certify to the truth and correctness of the content of the application, 
under penalty of perjury, with the signature of his or her name at length, including given 
name, middle name or initial, or initial and middle name. The applicant shall state the 
date and place of execution of the declaration.  
(f) Completed applications for voter registration information shall be retained by the 
elections official for five years from the date of application.  
(g) This section shall not apply to requests for information by  elections officials for 
election purposes or by other public agencies for governmental purposes.  
(h) The Secretary of State may prescribe additional information to be included in the 
application for voter registration information.  
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2189. Indexes provided to precinct board. 
Before the day of any election held throughout the county, the county elections 

official shall deliver to the precinct board in each precinct three copies of the index to the 
affidavits of registration for that precinct, with canceled names lined out and with 
necessary supplements to bring the index up to date.  The index and supplements shall 
constitute the register to be used at the election. 

2190. Cards or tapes to be provided to central committee. 
If the county elections official maintains tabulating cards containing the 

information set forth in the affidavits of registration of voters, or sets forth that 
information on electronic data processing tape, he or she shall provide, upon request, not 
less than 30 days prior to each direct primary election and general election, one set of 
those cards or a copy of the tape to the county central committee of a party for all voters 
allowed to participate in the subsequent direct primary election or general election. The 
county elections official shall also furnish to the county central committee, not less than 
seven days prior to each direct primary election and general election, one set of those 
cards or a copy of the tape of those voters who registered after the 54th day before the 
election. The cards or tape shall be provided without charge, except that the county 
central committee shall provide a replacement for the tape. 

In addition to those provided to county central committees, the county elections 
official shall provide, upon request, a set of cards or a copy of a tape to any candidate or 
committee specified in Section 2184, provided that the candidate or committee reimburses 
the county for whatever actual costs are involved in providing this service. 

2191. List of persons having voting compiled in conjunction with purge. 
The elections official shall compile an index, list, or file, by precinct, of all 

persons who voted in the previous statewide general election. This information shall be 
compiled in conjunction with the purge of voter registration files conducted pursuant to 
Article 2 (commencing with Section 2220) of Chapter 3. 

Information compiled pursuant to this section shall include that information 
which is required to appear in the index as set forth in Section 2180. 

Any person, candidate, or committee who is entitled to obtain a copy of any 
information contained in this article shall, upon written request to the elections official, be 
entitled to obtain the index, list, or file compiled pursuant to this section. The elections 
official shall inform any recipient of this information as to whether the index, list, or file 
includes a voting history of absent voters. 

The elections official may require the payment of a fee not to exceed the cost of 
duplicating the information or providing the tape as a condition to fur nishing the 
information contained in this section. 

If the elections official uses data processing equipment, he or she shall make the 
index available on a data processing tape file on request. The elections  official shall be 
required to retain this file until the next November general election in an even-numbered 
year has been conducted. 
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2192.  Index by street address order.  
 Notwithstanding anything contained in this article, in any county in which  
tabulating equipment is used to produce the indexes of registration, the indexes shall be 
furnished to persons, committees, and agencies as provided in this article by street 
addresses in numerical order, but the indexes may be maintained in alphabetical order. In 
the event the county contains precincts for which the majority of voters have no street 
addresses, the indexes for those precincts may be arranged and furnished for all purposes 
in alphabetical order in accordance with the surnames of voters.  
 
2193.  Secretary of State to compile list of potential duplicate voter registrations.  
 The Secretary of State shall, upon the request of a county  elections official, 
compile, from the information furnished by the county  elections officials pursuant to 
Section 2187, a file of potential duplicate voter registrations.  The county elections official 
may immediately cancel those voter registrations which, upon investigation, are  
determined to be duplicates. The voter registration bearing the later date shall remain in 
effect.  
 
2194.  Confidential voter registration.  
(a) The voter registration card information identified in subdivision (a) of Section 6254.4 
of the Government Code:  
 (1) Shall be confidential and shall not appear on any computer terminal, list, 
affidavit, duplicate affidavit, or other medium routinely available to the public at the 
county elections official's office.  
 (2) Shall be provided with respect to any voter, subject to the provisions of 
Section 2188, to any candidate for federal, state, or local office, to any committee for or 
against any initiative or referendum measure for which legal publication is made, and to 
any person for election, scholarly, journalistic, or political purposes, or for governmental 
purposes, as determined by the Secretary of State.  
(b) The home address of any voter shall be released whenever the person's vote is 
challenged pursuant to Sections 15003, 15005 to 15007, inclusive, or 14240 to 14253, 
inclusive. The address shall be released only to the challenger, to elections officials, and 
to other persons as necessary to make, defend against, or adjudicate the challenge.  
(c) A governmental entity, or officer or employee thereof, may not be held civilly liable as 
a result of disclosure of the information referred to in this section, unless by a showing of 
gross negligence or willfulness.  
 
2195.  Task force to study and recommend standards for safeguarding voter  
information.  
(a) The Secretary of State shall appoint a task force of seven members who have  
experience in campaigns, administration of  elections, public interest organizations, law 
enforcement, and other relevant backgrounds to study and recommend to the Secretary of 
State appropriate standards applicable for safeguarding voter file information in view of 
the different database formats and security procedures used by the various counties.  The 
task force shall file its report with the Secretary of State and the Legislature no later than 
January 1, 2004.  
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(b) The Secretary of State shall adopt uniform guidelines based upon the  
recommendations in the report filed by the task force pursuant to subdivision (a) not later 
than January 1, 2005.  
(c) This section shall remain in effect only until January 1, 2005, and as of that date is 
repealed, unless a later enacted statute, that is enacted before January 1, 2005, deletes or 
extends that date.  
 
2196.  Notice in service contracts that use voter registration information for  
commercial purposes is prohibited.  
(a) Any person or committee who purchases data from a voter file and who uses any or all 
of that data to provide services to a candidate or another committee shall include at the 
appropriate location in a contract for services a notice in bold type that states as follows: 
"State law prohibits the use of voter registration information for commercial purposes."  
(b) This section shall remain in effect only until January 1, 2005, and as of that date is 
repealed, unless a later enacted statute, that is enacted before January 1, 2005, deletes or 
extends that date.  
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