
May 29, 2026 

County Clerk/Registrar of Voters (CC/ROV) Memorandum # 26146 

TO: All County Clerks/Registrars of Voters 

FROM:         /s/ Robbie Anderson 
                    Elections Counsel     
                    
RE:               Primary Election: Final Collection of Ballots from Drop Boxes - Action 

Required 

As you are aware, upon the closing of the polls on Election Day, all drop boxes shall be 
locked and covered or otherwise made unavailable at 8:00 p.m. to ensure that no 
ballots are dropped off after the polls have closed. 

The Secretary of State’s Office strongly encourages county elections officials to retrieve 
as many ballots as practicable from staffed and unstaffed drop boxes before 11:59 p.m. 
on Election Day.   If that is not feasible, ballots shall be retrieved from those drop boxes 
by 8:00 p.m. on the day after the election. (Cal. Code Regs., tit. 2, § 20136(f).) 

California Code of Regulations section 20136(f)(2) requires that all county elections 
officials certify to the Secretary of State immediately upon retrieving ballots from all 
staffed and unstaffed drop boxes that all ballots have been retrieved from all staffed and 
unstaffed drop boxes.    

Additionally, county elections officials shall provide written notification to the Secretary of 
State in the event a county is aware that they are or may not be able to retrieve all 
ballots by 8:00 p.m. on the day after Election Day. The written notification shall be made 
immediately upon the determination that not all ballots will be retrieved prior to 8:00 p.m. 
on the day after Election Day. When all ballots have been retrieved from all staffed and 
unstaffed drop boxes, the elections official shall provide the required certification. 

Please send the attached certification document with the appropriate sections 
completed, via email to Mike Darling at electioncybersecurity@sos.ca.gov, no later than 
Wednesday, June 3, 2026. 

mailto:electioncybersecurity@sos.ca.gov
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For your reference, the entire text of Section 20136 can be found on the Secretary of 
State’s website at https://www.sos.ca.gov/administration/regulations/current-
regulations/elections/vote-mail-ballot-drop-boxes-and-drop-locations#20136. 

If you have any questions regarding this procedure on or before Election Day, please 
contact me at aanderso@sos.ca.gov. 

Attachment: Certification Form 

https://www.sos.ca.gov/administration/regulations/current-regulations/elections/vote-mail-ballot-drop-boxes-and-drop-locations#20136
https://link.sos.ca.gov/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiIsInR5cCI6IkpXVCJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDEsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsInVybCI6Imh0dHBzOi8vd3d3LnNvcy5jYS5nb3YvYWRtaW5pc3RyYXRpb24vcmVndWxhdGlvbnMvY3VycmVudC1yZWd1bGF0aW9ucy9lbGVjdGlvbnMvdm90ZS1tYWlsLWJhbGxvdC1kcm9wLWJveGVzLWFuZC1kcm9wLWxvY2F0aW9ucz91dG1fY29udGVudD0mdXRtX21lZGl1bT1lbWFpbCZ1dG1fc291cmNlPWdvdmRlbGl2ZXJ5IzIwMTM2IiwiYnVsbGV0aW5faWQiOiIyMDI0MTEwMS4yNzY1ODcxIn0.i15Vk0zT_8tou99hexBPlJu9rlW-XrcLJ-GSZN7lE5M/s/2176086912/br/252187349819-l
mailto:aanderso@sos.ca.gov


 
      

   
     
      

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

  
 
 
 

  
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  
 
 
 

   
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

    

  

  

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 
June 2, 2026, Primary Election 

Final Collection of Ballots from Drop Boxes Certification Form 

California Code of Regulations section 20136(f)(2) requires that all county elections officials certify to the Secretary 
of State immediately upon retrieving ballots from all staffed and unstaffed drop boxes that all ballots have been 
retrieved from all staffed and unstaffed drop boxes. 

A. Election Official: 
Contact Name  County 

B.  Retrieved by June 3, 2026 

If your county has retrieved all ballots from staffed and unstaffed drop boxes for the June 2, 2026, 
Statewide Direct Primary Election by 8:00 p.m. on June 3, 2026, please complete the following 
certification: 

I hereby certify that all ballots have been retrieved from all staffed and unstaffed drop boxes for the 
June 2, 2026, Statewide Direct Primary Election. 

Signature Title 

Date 

C. Not Retrieved by June 3, 2026 

If your county will not retrieve all ballots from staffed and unstaffed drop boxes for the June 2, 2026, 
Statewide Direct Primary Election, by 8:00 p.m. on June 3, 2026, please provide responses to the 
following: 

The location of the drop box(es) from which ballots may not be retrieved prior to 8:00 p.m. on June 3, 
2026: 
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June 2, 2026, Primary Election 

Final Collection of Ballots from Drop Boxes Certification Form 

The last time ballots were retrieved from that/those drop box(es): 

Specific details on why all ballots may not be timely retrieved from that/those drop box(es): 

At the time your county has retrieved all ballots from the location(s) referred to above, please 
complete the following certification: 

I hereby certify that all ballots have been retrieved from all staffed and unstaffed drop boxes for the 
June 2, 2026, Statewide Direct Primary Election.” 

Signature Title 

Date 
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