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PROPOSITION 45

This initiative measure is submitted to the
people in accordance with the provisions
of Section 8 of Article il of the California
Constitution.

This initiative measure adds sections to the
Public Resources Code; therefore, new
provisions proposed to be added are printed
in italic type to indicate that they are new.
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, :SECTION 1. Chapter 1.5 (commencing with Sectlou 21010) is added to Division 13 of the
;Public Resources Code, to read

- Act,

CHAPTER 1. 5. BUILDINGANAFFORDABLE CALIFORNIAACj [ Larqge On: =

| A | Cap S
ﬂ’\f’»;h c;lfe; “‘tARTICLEl Title, Fmdmgs and Declaraﬁons furposq . mall caps
o ' : ‘ and

21010 T.ﬂq;r,

ThlS chapter shall be lcnown/\and may be- crte(,l«as the Building an Affordable California

21011 Fmdings and Declarahonsy

The /P/ec:)ple of the State of Cahforma hereby find and declar%the following:

k]
oot of
(a) Cahfomla 'S, outdated syStem for approving essential projects is too slow, too

_'bureaucrahc, and too costly Essenual projects like'clean water, clean energy, hospitals,
'affordable housmg, roads wﬂdﬁre preventlon schools public safety, ‘and other lnﬁ'astructure
"-1mprovements are be1ng delayed or blocked by unnecessary red tape, bureaucrauc delays, and

{ ?exeesswe lawsu1ts

(b) These delays substanttally 1ncrease thc cost of l1v1ng for all- Californians. Research

B shows that pennlttmg delays alone ‘add | tens of thousands of dollars to the price of a new Eome—:—}‘ Ome,
IR drmng up’ rents and mortgages for homeowners and renters. Similar red tape adds billions of

‘dollars to the cost of bu1ld1ng hospitals, water 1nﬁastructure roads, bridges, clean energy,

schools, broadband and wildfire mlttgahon(projects——gcosts ultimately passed on to consumers
and. taxpayers o ' _ O a¥s,
- (c) Cahfomla S permtttmg laws were wrttten more than 50 years ago, before today’s

modern enwronmental laws were in. place That outdated system now works against the state’s

1A renvrronmental and pubhc health goals. by slowmg dcwn or blocklng essential projects that would
; reduce air’ polluhon lower greenhouse gas emissions, safeguard water supplies, protect

. communmes from wildfire, and preserve wildlife and the env1ronment

(d) Theﬁ3u1ldmg an Ai’fordable California A—)wﬂl modernize and streamline state law to aet
cu_'t bure_aucrahc fed tape.and unnecessary hrmt frivolous lawsuits that block essential

( di{‘ Emﬁﬁ
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( a pro_]ects while allowmg pubhc agenotes and essential PTOJ ect applmants to continue sharing the

- ‘burden of defendmg agamst such suifs: and speed up- dehvery of prOJects Cahfomlans rely on
everyday R »{—hose’, S‘u\-t*aj :

(e) Every year of delay means Calnformans wait ]onger and pay more for the things they
o need most The(Bulldmg an Aft‘ordable Callfomla Act)apphes to the state’s most essential
. prOJects moludmg . L Q«C/f”

(1) Clean dnnking water and secure water supphes for communities across the state.
: ,(2) Safe, modern hospltals and chnlcs {0 ensure aceess to affordable health care,
;,'(3)- Ctean energy and reliable electricity to reduce energy bills and fight climate change.
) 'Housing of al"l types in order.to rnake houSing more affordable for families struggling
with skyrocketmg rents and mortgages as well as vulnerable senior populations.
(5) Roads, brldges, and transn to cut traffic oongestton and improve public safety.
-(6) Wlldﬁre preventlon and resrhence projects to protect lives, homes, and natural
resources L o _ ‘ '
(7) Safe modemlzed publlc schools and- educat10nal facilities for students and educators.
(8) Broadband and telecomrnumcatlons mfrastructure to conneet underserved
commumtles and expand opportumty o SN - - act
(f) By Speedmg up these essentral pro;ects, the{Bulldlng an Affordable California Act}wrll
Fmake Cahforma more affordable and lower the cost of housing, energy, electr1c1ty, health care,

: and other necessmes whlle also reducmg taxpayer costs for public works projects.
0 dﬁ o i (g) The @urldmg an Affordable Callforma Aajwﬂl also jump-start projects that create
- well- paymg JObS and put. tens of thousands of Californians to@espec:ally in construction, -

f \C‘, i S Yo C@ ‘e clean energya and nfrash‘ucmrahelpmg grow California’s economy when it is needed most.
“(h) Importantly, the[Bulldmg an Aﬁ'ordable California Actjmaintains state and federal

| o s
trelds rﬂ clean an‘, clean water and envrronmental proteetxon( faws sucH a3 the Endangered Species Act,

{:‘éﬁﬂé‘?fw“ﬂh

A1r Act, th%Envrronmental Quahty Improvement Act, the,\GlobaI Warming Solutions Act, the
[ California: Coastal Act, and thne(\Resource Conservation and Recovery Act. This chapter will help *

-‘buxld the prOJects needed to make Cahforma more[ﬁsrﬂdab mm\v.rlthout repealing these laws that
: keep fam111es and the env1ronment safe . Cw «i" Lovd sets}
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_the Safe Drmkmg Water Act th%TOXIC Substanees Control Act, the Clean Water Act, the Clean p@
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(i) _We'-ea_li_end m'ust build an affotdable California.

': -5-21012 Statementoi‘ Purpose')/"'

[9'(03@ r‘:‘” iy } -

The purpose of th1s chapter is to make Cahfomla more aﬂ‘ordable by streamlining and

speedmg approval of essentlal Wreducmg costs for families and taxpayers, improving

quahty of hfe, creatmg good jobs, and mamtammg Cahforrua s strongest-in-the-world

env1ronmental protecnons

ﬁr 4 3 cle {XRmﬁéwijz Appllcatmn of Chapter and Interaction with Other Lawm

' procedures for revnew under thlS division and admmlstratlve permit review for essential projects, ~

,,_.-—_.m.umw. o

21013 Pro;ects Subject to thls Chapterz},e»

ThlS chapter apphes only to essential housirig. pro;ects essential clean energy projects,

.essentlal water pl’O_]eCtS essent1a1 pub!lc health proj jects, essentlal public safety projects, essential
a broadband/fﬁtemet access prOJects, essential education- facility projects, and essential

| _transportatlon{proj ects, WhICh the People)of California hereby declare to be critical to their

uahty of life- and aﬂ'ordablllty in this state. N\ fgw o _lé o

£ 'H«m:i +he {9@, QP-LE

_.21014 Appllcatlon of Chapten@ o

(a) ThIS chapter does not dmnmsh the authonty of any pubho agency to approve or

- dlsapprove an essentlal prOJect No outcomes on any proposed essential project are preordained
' .‘by thls chapter : o

(b) ThlS ohapter does not exempt any essent1a1 pI'O_]eCt ﬁ'om enwronmental review under

thIS dmsnon or any other law. (I Getead thas]chapter estabhshes clear timelines and other h T

w
e

(e) Except as 0therw1se provided Mmls chapter shall apply to review and processing inHor
of any and every apphcatlon or approval for an essential project and its accompanying land use W“P A.&‘,

entltlements mcludmg,\mthout hmltatlon, dlscretlonmy adJ udicative and legislative lanid use

entltlements tnggermg programmatlc, p]an-level or. proj ject-level environmental review under

this d1v131on

" (d) This chapter shall apply to all public agengies.
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‘ 3.
R
&?’ , T , o
(x (e\}l) To the extent a conﬂrct ex15ts between this chapter and any other law, this chapter - £ <)
Co ﬂ%(g}' shall[ﬁem&@ Notw1thstandmg anythmg to the contrary, this chapter shall not abrogate or c,,% ) E}%
; | l1mtt any otherw1se apphcable statutory or categorloal exemption from this division. < g}
| (2) Notwrthstandlng Sectmn 21100 or any other Iaw, the provisions of this chapter shall «% §
R - control and supersede any confltctmg requlrement for environmental review of an essential ;gf-} &%m
e L pro_lect and any: accompanymg permit review, No prov1sron of Section 21100 or any other law G
3’; - ;shall mvahdate or. Irmtt the apphcatton of thns chapter to an essenttal project. e f ove, ‘fig ;‘"%"
é%i“ —agl) An applleatlon for an- essenttal pro; ect that was submitied to a public agency’ﬁndf} g ‘"-‘{{
E the eﬁ‘ectwe date of this chapter, and that has'not yet recelved final approval@ that date, -
' 3:%: may be W1thdraWn and resubmttted after the effective date of this chapter. - Lefore i’é Z:)‘“_
\'Et"f; = L (2) An appllcatron for an essentlal prOJect that is wrthdrawn and resubmitted as provided 'g \(”‘:’ I
Q?g , }‘%} | m paragraph (l) can be revreWed and approved pursuant to the provisions of this chapter ,?‘:’ qg
R ﬁ’ , (3) Essentlal housmg pro_;ects with apphcattons wnthdrawn and resubmitted as provided @“ 6:
i ﬁ in paragraph (1) shiall not lose any vested nghts or other beneﬁts the applicant acquired through z :‘g
ﬁw% any prov1smns of law, rncludtn%wdhout limitation, the Subdivision Map KT\Housmg | v
: ';'\,?1 " | K Accountabthty Act (Seotlon 65589 5 of the Govemment Code) the Builder’s Remedy(@t_atutes}ﬁ
Y /0f2024, chapter 268))and the Housmg Crisis Act of 2019((Statutes of 2019, chapter 654)) Vested
. nghts shall relate back to the date any prehmmary apphcatlongﬁ'er"e‘@Sectlon 65941.1 of the l
FWS\L‘J_"M\):V Govermnent Code was submitted or the date vesting occurs;f‘d’iiﬁd“f‘)other applicable law. o e ‘§
:tésr\_(ﬂj\A) It an appllcatton for an essenttal pro_]ect was deerned or determined complete m By %‘1 a'%
b@ or Py @the effectwe date of th1s chapter, the apphcatlon shall bé deemed complete for purposes of this :’g | g §
‘ chapter, and a ) ubllc agency shall not requlre addltlonal completeness review. ‘ ® :ﬂj —
' (B) In c1rcumstances where an applroatron has been w1thdrawr1 and resubmitted as W \gh‘ “:t‘ %’:
_ _provnded in paragraph (1 ), any deadhnes in this ehapter that are triggered by the date an é %’: ~§
_ '.appllcatlon is: determmed or deemed to be comp]ete shall be calculated from the time the ‘ g %& ii
essenttal proj ect appllcatlon is resubmitted by the appltcant (:? 3 _ﬁ’
(2) The ttmellnes and deadlines set forth in this chapter shall apply to all essential project t(:i% : k:s'?
' appllcatlons that are determined or deemed complete, pursuant to Section 21017 or any other o g
law, after the effective date of this chapter i 1rrespect1ve of the date of the application’s E{,; & ‘jjl\ éﬂ
.submrssmn E ' ' W ML{@
: ' | 5
| {,- —Paged-of 415> X




{Phw’rf/r "Hl 'tr’:x:r on th Wgs A ct*sh'%{j

( R | (h) Notwrthstandmg any other[provrsron of law to the contrary: )’” AU 5

. (l)Ifan essentral project is a portion or component of a larger project, the portion or

component that quahﬁes as.an essential pro} ect may be processed, reviewed, and approved
pursuant to- th1s chapter _
_ @I the whole of & prOJect 1s an essential pl’Q]Bct the essentral project may be
. mplemented in- multrple phases, and phased apphcatrons are not required to individually meet

' the crltena for an essentral pro_; ect to be: processed revrewed and approved pursuant to this u)
_ chapter L S s lr\ this Uf‘f"t”%"”“’" o {_»é
| - ( ! > _.Unless otherWrse stated nothmg in th1s chapter shall be construed to eliminate < %m\
o or. restnct a lead agency s dlscretron to determme an appropriate threshold or [751gmﬁcance or ‘§3 0
: , mltlgatron measure 1n preparmg env1ronrnental rewew documents C of &f‘” m@
( d ) m A A 'othrng in this chapter prohrblts a pubhc agency from i imposing a fee upon an 5 ﬁﬁ "
Pfi’ ]'ldre 5 appllcant eon31stent w1thW*tl§) XIII(A and @XI% of the California Constitution, for é’i
z purposes of eovenng gotrernmental costs: assocrated with processing and reviewing essential
~project apphcatrons :
(k}wm“ DAn apphcant may consent to provrdmg a pubhc agency wrth additional time to
complete env1ronmental review pursuant to Sectron@.’llo 18 or 2101 9 or to make a decision on o

other publlc agency actron sought by the apphcant pursuant.to Sectton 21023, by agreeing to
7 wrthhold a Wrrtten request that the applrcant is otherw1se entitled to submit pursuant to
- suhdmsron (a) of Seetron 21020 or subd1v1s1on {b) of Sectren 21023.

210 15 Interaetron wrth Other Laws(.j)}/
(a) In order to- maxrmlze the ablhty to streamlme and speed up approval of essential
' prej ects an apphcant may elect to utrlrze none some, or all of the provisions of this chapter, and
| may do so m combmatmn w1th or as alternatives to, other land use and environmental review
laws, mechamsms, or procedures Nothmg in this chapter ertherm ) prohibits an applicant from

avalhng 1tself ofother Iand use and envrronmental review laws that would provide for more

(1

expedltrous or advantageous review and approval of essential projects compared to this chapter})-2-

( 2) or .) requrres an applicant seekmg approval of a project that meets the definition of an essentral
pro;ect to utilize this ehapter E '

( LT T DR '_ o J , -Page 5-of-41—2-
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( o : (b) To the extent that an amblgurty arises regardlng how this chapter might operate in
T con_lunctron w1th other. provisions of Iaw, the policies and intent set forth in Section 21029 shall
Control, ““‘“@n_trollmgj
(c) The fotlowing.provisions shall apply to an essential housing project:

(1) The prevailing"wage 'provision's of paragraph (8) of subdivision () of Section 65913 .4
of the Government Code shall apply solely to bu1ld1ngs over 85 feet in herght above grade in any
‘essentlal housrng prO_]eCt e AF’M w j” @Pks o ' '

_ (2) The provrsrons of aragraph (3) and@p (5) of subdlvrslon (d) of Sectlon

. 21080 66 as added by Sectron 59 of Chapter 22 of the Statutes of 2025 (Assembly B1ll 130),

“ shall apply to an essentlal housmg pro; ect ‘that utilizes this chapter. _
‘ﬁ \(Z’Q&A) In addmon to'a drreot contraetor or subcontractor, the provnsrons of Section 218.9

et

of the. Labor Code shall extend to the owner of an essentlal housing project during construction
f the essentlal housrng pro; ect that utilizes this chapter. _
(B) For purposes of thlS paragraph “owner” means an owner as defined in subdivision
| (e) of Sectlon 8182 of the Clvﬂ Code. '
(d) Noththstandmg subd1v1s1on (a):
(A 7 : A1) All essentral prOJects that utrhze this chapter shall comply with the requ1rements set

forth rn Seotlon 21016 pertammg to mmal screening and tribal consultation.
(2) Wlth the exceptron of essentlal housrng pro_l ects all essential projects that utilize this
- :-chapter shal! comply wtth the requn'ements set forth in Seetlon 21028 pertaining to applying the
| labor requlrements descnbed in Sectlon 21183.5 to essentlal projects.
" o v/){\A) Except as provrded 1n subparagraph (B), all essentlal housing projects that utilize
© < 'this ehapter shall comply with the requirernents set forth m subdivision (c) pertamlng to wages
“and: labor standards on. essent1a1 housing pro;ects '
(B) If an essentlal housmg pr()jeet applrcant chooses to proceed in part pursuant to this
o -,"chapter and: in part pursuant to another voluntmy streamlined environmental review processing
ﬁ:law codrﬁed outsrde ef thrs chapter that also requlres the use of elther prevailing wages or a
N prOJect labor agreernent the appllcant is requrred to comply with whatever prevallmg wage or
= projeot Iabor agreement requlrements are mandated by the other streamlining. law for esseritial

prcgect cemponentsﬂthat are processed and approved pursuant to other streamlining law.
| L
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Apphcatlons’g?mf"--w

21016 Trlbal Cultural Resources' Imtlal Screenmg and Tribal Consultation on Essenttal

Proj ectﬁz}‘ﬂy

(a) Pumos The}b’eople of the State of Cahforma hereby declare that this section is

necessary in order to provrdo for early and meamngful tnbal consultation as a key element of

essentlaI pmJect planmng while mamtammg protectlons for tribal cultural resources. Consulting
}fnbes have knowledge and expertlse concemlng tribal cultural resources located within essential

'_prOJ cct areas,

(b) Constructlon and Intemretatlo
( 8 Notwrthstandlng Sectron 21015 or any other prov1s1on of law, the tribal consultation

' process for essential proJects shal! f‘ollow the provrsrons set forth in this section.

(2) Nothmg in this chapter is 1ntended to alter or conﬂlct with federal government—to-

:govemment consultatlon obhgatlons 1nvolvmg {zonsultmg }t‘nbes

(3) 'I‘he ttmellnes estabhshed in Atticle 4 shall not aIter the duration of consultation with

A

_ a onsultmg ;l’(nbe on-an essentlal pl’Oj ect pursuant to Sechons 21080.3.1 and 21080.3.2,
(4) Ifs any techmcal studres are conducted for the essential pro)ect that inform analysis,
measures {ﬁnd/or}treatment of tnbal cultural resources, ﬁonsultmg;l‘nbes shall be afforded the

opportumty to review and. provide mput on those studies. -
(5) When prov1ded bya@ F/onsultmg }llrlbe, tribal trad1t10nal knowledge shall be

mcorporated in the ldentrf“ ication, treatment and protectlon measures concerning tribal cultural

- Tesources, As tr1bal cultural resources is a separate category from cultural resources and

o . archaeologlcal resources some archaeologrcal methods and standards may not be appropriate for

':Qtnbal cultural resources If the lead agency elects not to utilize tribal methods and standards or

a trlbal trad1t1onal knowledgc, it shall explarn its deCIS!OH in. the environmental documents for the

L ',esscntral pro_|ect supportecl by substantral ev1dence

_ (6) AlI mformatmn regardmg tnbal cultural resources and tribal traditional knowledge
dlsclosed bya }@ﬂonsultmg }l[mbe shall. remam oonﬂdentla] consistent with subdivision (c) of

;—n-lla-ge=7aof‘*4*'l""e”’

SUBJECT TO COURT
_ORDERED CHANGES




’}"f/}fl' On "‘llr‘\t fmjmm ' ’,f;tgmj

b Sect:on 21082 3, and,@cj mformatwn shall not be dtsclosed in the administrative record of

' proceedmgs wtthout the pemnssxon of the /@/onsultmg/'l"nbe Lead agencies shall in consultation
- w1th affected }fonsultmg;fnbes detennlne appropnate measures to maintain conﬁdentlahty of
- mformatlcn regardmg tnbal cultural resources and tnbal tradltlonal knowledge, including, but

-

7‘. not- llmlted to rcdactlon of preclse locattons, restncted mappmg, secure data storage, or other
";protecttve handhng of tnbal cultural resources mformatlon Any written explanation under
h paragraph (5) of subdlvmmn (c) shall not be subject to challenge to the extent the lead
agency does not haveperm1ssmn from the Qfmsultmg /’frlbe to disclose supporting information
,due to.the conﬁdentlallty requlrements of this paragraph,
(7) Completlon of the mlttal screenmg process pursuant to subdivision (c) operates
- separately. from and does not modlfy pause, or affect any requnrements or timelines set forth in
| .SBCUOH 21017 or any other prov1s10ns of thlS dmsmn o
(c) Imttal screenmg Upon thelearher of the]apphcant s submlttal of a prellmmary

FW ) Mi:l apphcatlon ﬁnd jany other law, the appllcant’s wrttten notlceﬁf' d"ﬂ subd1v1s1on (b) of Section f” Uroant
21024 or an app]xcatlon for an essentlal pro_]ect an early screemng to identify and evaluate tribal te

e

‘ :cultural resources shall take place. An mmal screemng rneans the act of participating in early

JD_%T ote, ‘dlSCl.lSSIOI’lS ﬁmor to‘)an apphcatlonﬁoemg determmed complete by the lead agency, through a

meet and confer process between the /Z'onsultmg /’l"nbe, lead .agency, and applicant regarding the '
_‘potentnal effects a proposed essent:al pro_tect could have on tribal cultural resources, As part of
 the initial screening process, all of the followmg shall oceur: Gf
= \EL,(A) An apphcant shall prowde the lead agency with the following existing JE-
mformatlon - é
() A descrlptlon of the proposed essentlal project. \\:f
(11) A conceptual site map showmg the proposed footprmt alignment, or general -3 gm
boundarles of the pro_) ect area, , é ( ‘gl '
(m) A v1cmtty map 1dent1fymg major landmarks, roadways and natural features, g g; ]
| (1v) Any: geotechmcaI env1ronmental and sxte-spectﬁc technical studies previously Lg, a%
developecl to support {rneet and confer under paragraph {4) on early design, routing, or feasibility EE §

: . analy srs.rela,tm to And/onaffecting tribal cultural resourc_e‘s.
o ysis elating mg al oultiral resource

~—Pagetof 41—
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(v} For linear projects such as electric transmission lines, pipelines, rail lines, aqueducts,

communications lines, and roads, applicants fust)inciude the general corridor and the location of

Shaltl
any starting and ending facilities or substations.
(B) Applicants shall not be required to produce new studies or analyses for the purposes
of this subdivision. Any inputfiinder;this section other than regarding the identification of tribal ,,, FSvant
cultural resources shall be provided during the tribal consultation process@ subdivision (d). | +o

(2) Within 20 days of receiving the information described in paragraph (1), the lead
agency shall complete a records search for recorded and documented archaeological resources,
cultural resources, and tribal cultural resources within the proposed project area and the area of
potential eﬁects@ﬁ@ﬂmt term is defined underﬁﬁmm,)as determined by the

lead agency, througl}\the following: {

QD P (ST Oy

& — . I
(A) The Sacred Lands File maintained by the Native American Heritage@inmlssmn;) sy [{Q

ﬂz“ OTF/: . .. . e i e
(B) The California Historical Resources Information System (CHRIS) maintained by the L’% 4 .‘;F‘
?05‘4_&%@:%“ J_‘Oﬂice of Historic Llf'reservation; and j~— f"ﬁ S&¢y ad e g;‘: «?{g‘ p
B (C) The lead agency’s records. ;?’mq*~~> %?
(3) Upon completing the search required by paragraph (2),the lead agency shall provide <" ¢ ©
{ ?@”onsul.ting lx‘i'lbes all information obtained pursuant to paragraphs (1) and @@(2), as well fj 5
as an invitation to meet and confer pursuant to paragraph (4). m:::'* .,?.5
(4) After receiving the information provided by the lead agency pursuant to paragraph (3) & 3@% [
and upon the request of a g’onsulting ;['(ribe, the g’(onsulting ;l’{'ibe, lead agency, and applicant shall g t’i;
meet and confer regarding the proposed essential project and any known or recorded tribal o (Q\
cultural resources, and a ,@anulting )I{ﬁhe may share any information, including information in };7’;*3
tribal government registers. During the meet and confer, the three patties shall identify and
evaluate treatment and protection methods, measures, and conditions to address impacts on tribal
cultural resources, including avoidance and preservation in place. Unless otherwise agreed upon
by all parties, any agreements among all the parties from the meet and confer shall be finalized
during the tribal consuitation process set forth in subdivision (d). The results of the meet and
confer shall be documented and maintained by the lead agency in agreement with the féonsulting
Tribe.
~Pagedof4t-2-
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(, S —t,:t—’ \(S)&A) If a ﬁonsnltmgjfnbe does not respond to the 1mt1al screening mv1tat1on provided
_' N by the lead agency pursuant to: paragraph (3) w1th1n 30 days,(thallthe u‘utlal screening process
F L r o, nf gunde‘g}thls subd1v131on shall be deetned to have concluded and the parties shall move into the
.,LD L trlbal consultatlen proeess set forth in su‘odmsxon (d) A /C'onsulnng Zl‘rlbe s decision not to meet
and confer under the mmal screenmg process m this subdwrslon shall in no way affect the
ﬁonsultlng ;l(nbe s ab111ty or nght to partwlpate in the trlbal eonsultat:on process set forth in
subdwrsmn (d) : e

(B) The m1t1al screening process provided in this subdmsron shall end when the tribal
consultatlen process set: ferth in: subd1v1310n (d) beglns
© Where the tnbal consultatzon process set forth in subdivision (d) does not apply, the
: initial screening process under this subdivision shall terminate upon the({af'” Mate of the

o)

parties agreement from the meet and confer pursuant to paragraph (4) or 30 days from the date
en appllcatlon for an essentlal prOJect is determlned complete by the lead agency or deemed
complete by operanon of@‘* owy, wlmc,t\e\rem eccurs Frvst,

(d) Trrbal consultatlon Tnbal consultatlon for.an essential pI‘OjeCt shall be conducted

pursuant to Secttons 21074 21080 3 1,21080.3.2, 21082 3 21084 2, and 21084.3, except as
, ( L modlﬁed as follows : _ s
| (l) The purpose of tnbal consultatlon is to 1dent1fy trlbal cultural resources and evaluate
treatment and proteotlon measures for those tribal cultural resources, including the
lmplementatlon of treatment and protectlon measures,

(2) Trlbal consultation 1s not meamngful if the ﬁonsultlng A rxbe is not provided with
reasenably requested techmcal 1nformatron, mcludmg, but not limited to, project information and
constralnts data, maps, and lnformatlon concerning Proj ect activities as they relate to treatment |
and protectlon of tribal cultural resources. Duririg tnbal consultanon pursuant to this subdmslon
the lead agency shall engage 1n 1terat1ve discussions with the ;?fonsultmg fnbe regarding the
development of m1t1gatton measures related to tribal cultural resources, including preliminary

b (- - concepts or approaohesfﬁort@publleanon of any draft environmental document This includes
“rore” not1fy1ng l.he /Lﬁonsultmg ;llnbe of any existing technical studres or reports in the lead agency’s

possessron that relate to. tnbal oultural resources.on or in the vnc;mty of the essential project site,

to the extent permntted by appllcable conﬁdenttallty laws, and prov1dmg the ﬁfonsultmg ;l’fnbe

( o '_ f o A | Page-t0ofat
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: ( J‘%t?, - 'Wlth access to[sfu'ch}studres or reports To the extent any draft environmental review document is

rovrded to the apphcant for review'in advance of the pubhc comment period for that

| H @, - -envrronmental review document ,Such)draft shall also be made available to the @onsulting ;[(rrbe

o

i ‘.at the time: 1t 1s prov1ded to the apphcant Nothmg in thrs sectron shall be construed to require the
Iead agency to prepare or errculate draf’t envrronmental review documents for purposes of tribal
" consultatlon AR ki l |
(3) Where the lead agency, a ortsultmg ]llrlbe, and the appllcant agree in wntmg to
o measures fo avord or mttrgate a s1gmﬁcar1t effectona tribal cultural resource, those measures
' __-and any wrrtten agreement shall become enforceable condrtrons of project approval, subject to
K the conﬁdentlahty requrrements under paragraph (6) of subdivision (b).
(e) Treatment and rotectron of tribal eultural resources. When feasible, damaging effects
‘to-any tnbal cultural resources shall be’ avorded Ly

s s e

&.Consrstent with subdrvrsron (b) of Section 21014 nothing in this subdivision alters
. the’ lead agency s obligation under CEQA to avoid or mitigate significant impacts to tribal
' cultural resources when feasrble Mltrgatlon and treatment measures adopted in consultation w1th
‘_ :the Efmsultmg ;Frrbe pursuant to thiis subdmsron ) avord or minimize significant impacts to
fﬁtnbal cultural resources shall be consrstent with the: followmg

Avordance and preservatlon in place shall be considered when requested by the .

U ,Qfonsultmg }l"rtbe A trlbal eultural resource may be avorded or preserved in place through proj ect
B .\desrgn, buffenng, or other protectwe measures to avoid the tribal cultural resources and protect
o 'f'__.the cultural and natural context or planmng greenspace, parks or other open spaceto’

Ct” . + . .;(: - -mcorperate the trrbal cultural resources wrth culturally appropmate protection and management
Feariie_

\gntena whrch are)referenced ln the pro;ect S envrronmental documents.

( 9\> — (B) If an essentlal prOJect has the potentral to cause a substantial adverse change in the
srgmﬁeanc_e of a tribal cultural resource, and avoidance and preservation in place are not
-feesibl’e, the lead agency shall demonstrate and document the basis for that determination with
_substantral evrdenee, and the ,@/onsultmg ’I’(rrbe may 1dentrfy culturally appropriate mitigation

M ensures: ('w measures, whtch‘}the lead agency shall consrder and mcorporate to the extent feasible, in
ot

: 'developrng mrtrgatron and treatment measures ina rnanner consistent with paragraph (2) of
. ‘_'Jsubdmsron (b) of Sectron 21084 3 ;

( o ' SR e - ~—Page-H-of 41—
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7) _MMW.When an essent1a1 pI‘O_]eCt proposes construct1on-related ground disturbance

activities and when requested by the /Qf)nsultmg }’ﬁbe the lead agency shall include inadvertent

: dtscovery measures to reduce s1gn1ﬁcant 1mpacts to tribal eultural resources. Suc )measures

may 1nclude procedures for temporary halts of gradmg, identification and assessment protocols,

' 'ttrrnng prowsrons and add1t1onal treatment methods or protectlve measures,

(f) ssenttal p_ro] egt ap_prova A lead agency may only approve an essential project

'. pursuant to thts sectton when all of the followmg apply

(1) Tnbal con 'ultatton has concluded in 200d faith 0
(2) Where there 1s agreement among all parttes ﬁﬁdeﬁetther paragtaph (4) of subdivision

U?Ol'l

:U“t oS,

(c) or SUbleISlOI‘l (d), any égeed-upenlmmgatlon and avo:dance measures are included as

_ enforeeable prq;ect {Eondttlons, and l CondiHons.

- 3If avoidance dnd preservation in place.is not feasible, the lead agency has

 ‘demonstrated and documented the basis for that determination with substantial evidence and

incorporated other measures to minimize impacts consistent with CEQA.,

_' "2'1'017 Deterln'lliing COmpleteness o’f Essential Project App‘lieations)” -~

A \w(ﬂwl) When a publlc agency reeelves an 1n1t1al application for'an essential project, the

pubhc agency shall rev1ew the: appllcanon make a wmtten finding whether the applrcatton is

L "complete and nottfy the apphcant in wntmg of the determmatton

(2) The Wrttten determmauen of oompleteness for an initial application shall be made

7_'w1thln 30 days of the pubhc agency’s receipt of the mmal appllcatton If the public agency fails

to- provrde a determmatlon of completeness within 30 days then the 1n1t1al appllcatlon shall be

- 'deemed complete for the purposes of thiscHapter and f"'s\d1v1510n o

(3) An appllcatlon shall not be determined to be mcornplete on the basis of (A)

. mformatmnal or analyttcal studies or documents that were not required by the public agency in a

wntten pubhcly avatlable submlttal requtrement checkhst or similar document in existence at

the time the’ mlttal appllcatton was submtttet{:l:r (B) statutes, regulations, _rules, standards, or
ordlnances that are hot. extstmg laws. ' '

(b) If the pubho agency ’s detenmnanon of completeness finds that the initial application

B fm an essentlal pro_tect is 1ncomplete at the tlme that ﬁndmg is made the public agency shall also

fﬁtst;?uan-lt

“Fer
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' prouide- th‘e applicent With- an e:thaustive Written corrections list containing thorough descriptions
of the items and spec1ﬁc 1nformatton or lack thereof, that led to the finding of 1ncompleteness
(c)(l gA) The apphcant shall w1thm 90 days of a notification that its initial application is
mcomplete, submlt add1t10nal mformatmn @a revised application that addresses the matters
tdentlﬁed on the wntten correctlons llSt . el
(B) If the appllcant cannot comply w1th the 90- day deadline in subparagraph (A) to
_ . : ;submrt elthel addtttona! mformauon or a revxsed apphcatlon the apphcant shall notlfy the public
L ‘_'3agency in Wrttmg why itis unable io do 50 and mclude an estunate of when it will be able to do
§ -‘:”sio_,_'-»'- R T O
. - (2) Upon any submtssmn of supplemental 1nfonnat1on@:ng/_gﬂa revised application, the
pubhc agency shall determme if the supplemented submlttal is complete based only on the
: .wrltten corrections llst prov1ded by the agency pursuant to subd1v131on (b). The public agency
'shall prov1de a determmatlon of completeness ‘based upon the supplemenited submittal within 30
' .days -of recetpt thereof If the publlc agency finds that the supplemented submittal is still
o mcomplete, atthe time that finding is made the public. agency shall provide the applicant w1th an
updated exhaustwe written correctlons mThe updated written correctlons list may only

‘ -.contam ttems 1ncluded on the wrltten correcttons list- prov1ded in response to the applicant’s

' mltial appllcanon , _ _
(3) If a supplemented subrmttal is agam deemed lncomplete, the applicant may submit

: _,;add1t1onal rounds of supplemental information @'n‘d?é’i\{ewsed applications pursuant to the or

-precedures and tlmelmes set forth in this subdlv1s1on
(4) If the publlc agency falls to provnde a determmatlon of completeness within 30 days

" of recetvmg elther supplernental lnformatlon @nd/ot\a revised application pursuant to paragraph

'f _ '5(2) or :“arag

r'd'ﬁﬁ](S) the appl1cat10n shall be deemed complete for purposes of @Els chapter and ?

o thts dmsmn , L
_ (5) A pubhc agency shall not request or require an appltcant to provide any new
mf‘ormatzon unless that mformat1on was mcluded on the exhaustive written corrections list for
the lmmedlately prior version: of the appllcatton j

(d)(l) A determmatlon of completeness ﬁndmg that an lmtlal application, supplemented

et et

apphcatmn, or rev1sed apphcatlon is incomplete shall be appealable by the applicant to the publie

. —Paget3of 4t
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agency s plannmg comm1ssmn planmng du'ector or other ofﬁcml with final authority over
applicatton completeness If the public agency does not have a planning commission, planning

d1rector, or other ofﬁcm] w1th ﬁnal authority over apphcatmn completeness, then the appeal shall

be heard by the hlghest rankmg elected or appointed decision/making body or official of the

agency There shalI be a final wntten determmatlon on the appeal not later than 60 days after
reoenpt of the appllcant’s wntten appeel '

(2) If the f‘inal wntten determmatlon on 1 the appeal is not made within the 60-day period
descnbed in. paragraph (1) the appllcatlon shaIl be deemed complete for the purposes of.w@-“

_,gm_;{chapter a;)thm dmsmn |

*
v i

(e) The appllcant may bnng a cw1l action challengmg an adverse determination under

subd1v151ou (). Any@actlon shall be commenced within 90 days of an adverse ﬁnal written -
determmatton 1ssued pursuant to subd1v1s1on (d) '

Ty
Al
- é;ETIC[i-E}‘ Rev1ew of Completed Appllcatlons for Essentlal Pro;ects@,Q, 5},) ig
. oo o | & -
- 21018, chal Age_ney’ -T.imeliue for Com'pleting Environmental Review of Essential Projects. W &
(@A loc'al ageney that is acting as a lead agency@local lead agenc;@ for an application ~J

orapproval of an essentlal pro;ect shall decide whether the project is subject to subdivision (b),

' - | ]?‘:(T dtwhihoﬁ;(c), or subdﬁnsmn (d) w1th1n 30 days {of the earherlof the essential project
o

£

apphcatlon bemg determmed or deemed to be complete pursuant to Section 21017, or deemed

rcomplete pursuant to any other@ }mo wl’\ chaver oLeurs fiv Qt

(b) Essentlal orolects that requlre an env1ronmental impact report. For essential projects

. o -that requn'e an env1ronmental 1mpact report the local lead: agency shall make a final
. determxnahon whether to certlfy an env1ronmenta1 impact report no later than 365 days after.e-‘"‘”w

.ﬁ’w-'( earl fer. oflthe ess""' '__tlal project apphcatton bemg determined or deemed to be complete pursuant
o Sectlon 21017 or deemed complete pursuant to any other aw. ‘“‘“lcxw Wl'w (‘l/\ﬁvgr OLeUvs forst

(c) Essent1a1 ; ro jects that te u1re a negative declaratlon or mitigated negative declaratlon

For essenttal pereOtS that requlre a negatwe declaration or mitigated negative declaration, the

localr leadagerte_y shallzmake a final detesmination _whether to adopt a negative declaration or
mitigated ueg’atij-v_e declaration no later than 180 days aﬁerfthe earlier o?the essential project

—Rageld.obdl-2..
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( R apphcatton bemg determmed or deemed to be complete pursuant to Section 21017, or deemed

complete pursuant to any other@”‘ fawe, whicheyey~ Ocvrs first, e pursvant 4=

IR (1 For all other envtronmental revtew documentatlon prepared s division or this)

] chapte for an apphcatnon or approval of an ‘essential pl‘O_] ect the local lead agency shall, within

- 90 days after the earlier ofjthe essential project applloatlon being determined or deemed to be
o~

complete pursuant to Section 2101 7 or deemed complete pursuant to any other law;‘rnake a final

determlnatmn that the essential prOJect is exempt- from this division or that the essential pl‘O_] ect’s

- rmpacts were. prevmusly evaluated under 2 prior enwronmenta] review document pursuant to,

' - o w1thout llmttatlon, Sectlon 21083 3 orﬁ?@mm 5, or an addendum pursuant to Section
| ; 15162 or{gecuon) 15164 offfhe State CEQA Guidelings}—

Subehyelons (e) The deadlmes set forth m/subdwrsxo\](b),[ ubd wnsxoni(e) andfsubclmsfﬁ (d) shall be
IVt b

W '3\

Ay ﬁ
_'extended upon wntten request Prom the appllcant ‘(Z)S 3
e s K
) 21019. Tlmelme for Completmg Environmental Revrew of Essennal Projects by Public P %
o . . Yy
A tht NtL | Agen Tl . ) Ay
o gencles at are Not Loca g cre@f" o A o %
R }%w (a) A pubhc agency other than a local agency that is acting as a lead agency (“nonjlocal «;E---\ \
S e ey
(, “lead agenoj}aj for an essent1al pro_lect shall decide whether the pYOJGCt is subject to subdivision L;lfj B
(), {”ﬁ'ﬁfﬁﬁgi"@ (©); or Eﬂﬁ'ﬂﬁl__gﬂ (d) within 30 days[of the ea earller]of the essential project 3 §\
4]
- application being determined or deemed to be complete pursuant to Section 21017, or deemed S
coinplete pursuant to any otherllaw. |~ law), whichever occws fivsh

(b Es‘sentia! projects that reguire an environmental impact report. For essential projects

that requ1re an env1ronmental 1mpact report the no@ ocal lead agency shall make a final

deterrmnatton whether to cerhfy an environmental impact report no later than 365 days after(ihc}—2-
ﬂ«{earher_jthe essent:al project apphcatton being determined or deemed to be complete pursuant

. to Sectron 21017 or deemed complete pursuant to-any other] aw.— [ow, whiche e ocewrs sk
' (c) Essent1a

ro'ects that Ie ulre ane atwe declaratlon or-mitigated negative declaration.
For essentral prOJects that requrre a negative declaratton or mitigated negative declaration, the

non local lead ageney shall make a final deterrmnatlon whether to adopt a negative declaration or
'

mltlgated negatlve declaratlon no later than 180 days after‘ the earlier ofithe essential prOJect

( . , - : : _ . ~Page-15-ofdt—2-
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complete pursuant to any other““ ldu—{, w‘\f\.ohevﬁr Ocoury -{ Tvesde
Sy For all other envnronmental Teview documentatton prepared\underlthts division(r this

- ﬁw[:@for an apphcatlon or, approval of an essential project, the nonglocal lead agency shall,

L _w1thm 90 days aﬁer{fhe earlier of\the essentxal pI'Q]eCt appllcatlon being determined or deemed to

apphcation bemg determmed or deemed fo be complete pursuant to Sectlon 21017, or deemed {g{M}V A

. -

be complete pursuant o Sectlon 21017 or deemed complete pursuant to any other law, make 2 hichever

' 't‘mal determmatmn that the essentlal project is exempt from this division or that the essential ©ce# - fiv-5 l}

project’s 1mpacts were prewously evaluated under a prlor env1ronmental review document
pursuant to, w1thout limitation, Section 21083.3 or m 21094.5, or an addendum pursuant to
' Sectton 15162 or‘Sectxon 151 64[of the State CEQA Gu1deltnﬂ

Page-teof4]
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B uh &m S‘ton 3 (e) I‘he deadlmes set forth 1nﬁw m(b), M@(c), andfsubdivis w1s1on (d) shall be mg:, 0
L extended upon wrttten request from the apphcant - j\"
LT e | | FiE
21020 Noncompliance mth Tlmelmes for Completmg Environmental Rev1ew of Essential % ? = |
Project@”g’ e o o 'Z . ' ‘?t"g‘tti '
o (@ When a local lead agency ora nor}Z\ocal Iead agency fallS to comply with a deadline & j{‘i
é) o set forth in éubdmsmn ®) through subdivision (d ﬂof Section 21018, orChdfonhm {hmivtﬁgﬁ@_ﬁ ?kﬁ |
' g,, Jﬁ f subd1v1s:on (ﬂof Section 21019 the apphcant may make a. written request for the agency to
%T %« hold a meettng or heanng on the essential project as provnded in this section,
k}q ?f? ® W1th1n 60 days of reoelpt of a written request pursuant to subdmswn (a), the local
g ' ff; lead. agency or ncn ocal lead agency shall do all of the following: _
;2 - 3;3 : (1) Complete all envxronmental review documentation for the essential prolecl{ff;:
\-ﬁﬁ | ::: g assemble avatlable env1ronmenta1 rev1ew documentattot}\mcludmg any applicant-prepared
Y N "-env1ronmental rev1ew document as is allowed @subdmswn (b) of Section 21082.1 or any
@ ;{" .'.-otherlaw _f . P‘WSUM'l’*l‘o '
L (2) Hold a meetmg or hearmg on the essential project application as follows:
gﬂ' % o (A) If the agency has a multtZr‘hember declsm@\hakmg body subject to the Bagley-Keene
{%’ ' g"f | . 'Open Meetmg Act (Artu:le 9 (commencmg with Section 11120) of Chapter 1 of Part 1 of
ﬁ’ | %’ ‘ Dmsxon 3of Tltle 2 of the Govemment Code), the Ralph M. Brown Act (Chapter 9
- (oommencmg thh Sectlon 54950) of Part 1 of Dwusxon 2 of Tltle 5 of the Govemment Code), or
Q...

IF




a @tﬁihdf?"'>f--tli:5'! boxd- on his ‘l*ma@[l“ Petic.

i

. :’snntlar open mcetmg law, the agency shall place the essentlal prcject on its agenda for a regular
- r
"'or Specml meetmg of the agency s hlghest-ranklng deetsmnfnaktng body.

(B) If the agency does not have 3 mult\lﬁnember decxsxorézmakmg body sub_l ect to the

'Bagley~Keene Open Meetmg Act the Ralph M. :Brown Act, or a similar open meeting law, then

the- hlghest-rankmg oft‘icral of‘ the agency, or the1r de51gnee, shall hold a hearing with the
fapphcant on the essentlal project

(3) Nchmthstandmg any other provision-of thls dwtmon or any other Ia\y\

: {requlrement to the contrary, at- the meetmg or hearing descrlbed in paragraph (2), the agency

shall do both of the followmg

(A) Make a ﬁnal written determmahon on the avarlable envnonmental review

' documentatlon that hag. been completed as of the date of the meeting or hearmg

(B) Make a ﬁnal wrltten determmatwn to approve or disapprove the essential project,

i?t (c)(l) If the local lead agency or nor\@\ocal lead agency has a planning commission or

o plannmg dtrector upon recelpt of a written request pursuant to subdmsnon (a), the planmng

N N commtssten or plannmg d1rector shall hold a regular or special meetmg for the purpose of

provrdmg a 1ecommendatlon on the essentlal pl‘Qject -

(2) The meetmg of the plannmg commtssmn or planning dtrector described in this

_ subd1v:s1on shall occur wrthm 30 days of receipt of a wntten request pursuant to subdivision (a),

(3) Any envnonmental revrew documentatton needed for the meeting described in this

: f—aubdwnston shall be completed in advance of the date of the meetmg as requlred by law.

Subdiviciong

before

_ upoit a wrttten request made by the apphcant

A{e) Except as prov1ded m subdivision (f), a local lead agency and a norgjocal lead agency

have a nondlscretlonary mtmstenal duty to comply with the deadlines set forth in this section or

in aniy written request made pursuant to. subdmswn (d) and complete the actions described in

- paragiaph (3) of subdivision (b)

(t) If "nor to the explratlon of the 60 day penod prowded in subdivision (b), the agency

completes all env1ronmental decurnentation for the essentlal project and issues a final written

- -determmahen to approve the essentlal pro_]ect the agency and the applicant may mutually agree

-»»Bage—l—?ﬂﬂ-hﬂw
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'-m wntmg to cancel the meetmg or heanng on the essennal prOJect requlred by paragraph (2) of
_ subdlvmlon (b) | '

’ﬁ’ \igl( 1) An actton under thlS dtvxston may be brought by the applicant challenging,th
followmg PR :

/L“___ either mf

(A) The agency 8 fallure to comply w1th its nondlscrettonary ministerial dutles described

: _ln subdmsxon (e)

(B) The agency s demal or 1mp051t10n of unlawful condttlons of approval on an essential -

(2) The actlon shall be commenced w1th1n 90 days of the agency’s faxlure denial, or

' 1mposttton descrlbed m paragraph ( 1)

(h) Notw1thstand1ng any other provision of thls section, Section 21018, or Section 21019,

-where the lead agency for an essential project is also the applicant for that essential project, the

lead agency. may extend any deadhne contamed in this section, Section 21018, or Section 21019

: 'through a wntten nottce that specnﬁes the duratlon of the extension and the reason for it. The

j :-notlce shall be posted on, the lead agency /QVfbsate and included in the admlmstratwe record.

nt erile: A

: '21021 Tlmelme for Puhllc Comments on Essential Progectsli)/@"

(a) A pubhc ageney shall cxrculate an envnronmenta] review document for an essential

' "_'pro_]eet for pubhc comment perlods as t‘oIlows

(l)mdays for a negatlve declaratton or mltigated negauve declaranon or other document .

-:requtrmg pubhc clrculatmn under state law.

(2)mdays for a draft envnronmental 1mpact report or subsequent or supplemental

env1romnental |mpact report, -

A publlc comment: pertod desertbed in subdivision (a) shall not be tolled or extended
except by a court of competent _]lll‘lSdlCtIDll

(c) Ifa pubhc agency contmues any public hearmg on an essential project, or the CEQA

review of that essenttal pro;ect the publtc agency shall contlnue the hearing to a date certain and,
- upon approval of the contlnuance, close the public comment period. The public agency shall not

reopen the pnbho eomtnent;penod at any subsequentheanng on the essential project.

—Page-18-of 47
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' comments shall be- mcluded in'the adm1mstrat1ve record for an essential project:

"i ﬁt’mtew /‘tJ{ m:i—« on “”uf f"‘w@ in iedie: ]

et# \9)\(1) Not‘mthstandmg any. otherrt%;lston of law to the cont@only the following { 2w,

(A) Electromc and wntten comments received during the public comment penods set
forth i in subdmsnon (a)

(B) For CEQA determmatlons with no comment perlod set forth in subdivision (a),

;electronlc ancl wrltten comments recewed at least 48 hours ;ﬁw r to)a public hearing or noticed b 2 f RV
[ 3

L declsmn on’ the envrronmental rev1ew documentatlon for the essential p[‘O_]CCt

be% {je“

; : agency ot apphcant toa comment descnbed in paragraph (1) of subdivision (d), or comments

ﬁ:\((}){t) For hearmgs or appeals of a. CEQA determmanon, electronic and written comments
received at least 48 houmma publ:c hearing on issues that could not have been raised

record

) _durmg thie pubhc comment penod set forth in subdwrsron (a) because of srgmﬁcant changes to
"7'_.the essentlal pro_] ect that precluded the issue. from bemg raised during the public comment

' 'penod or. new mformatron that was not known and could not have been known during the public
- comment period . T

(n) “Slgnlﬁcant changes to the essenttal pro;ect” shall not.include any changes to an

essential. pro_; ect made in response to publlc comment, through the CEQA alternatives review

process, or through lead agency concems identified during the CEQA process.
(D) Oral testlmony ata notlced and recorded pubhc hearing,

(2) All other puhhc comments shall be: dlsregarded and excluded from the administrative

(e) Notw1thstandmg any cher(' rovision: nof law to the conti*“"]a response by the lead oy

' “_.iszrom the appllcant in response 106 a questxon from a public agency or to demonstrate the essential

- pmJect 'S complrance w1th thls dmsron shall w1thout quahﬁcatlon be included in the

admmtstratwe recorcI for an essentlal prcgect

21022, D'e‘terminei:ion ofl'mpact@}"‘
' Notw1thstandmg any other(provision of law to the contrary: ) [

af‘t\(a}\(l) A public agency comulermg whether to approve an essential project shall identify,

cvaluate, determine mgmﬁcance, and mmgate the i rmpacts of an essential project based on

: .comphance w1th ex1st1ng Iaws
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( (2) To the extent a pubhc agency has publlshed adopted or routinely used thresholds of
" srgnlf' icance for enwronmental effects of esseritial pro_]ects onfthe earhmthe datea

: preapphcattcm or an appheatton for an essentlal pI‘O_] ject is filed, Aan applicant may elect to vest i cheve
: Vo EYen-
‘Pﬁo ce. ,mtoﬁ_ suc tthresholds of stgnlﬁeance in whtch case the pubhe agency shall use themin ey ¢S frey t;

determmmg the sngmﬁeance of the essenttal pI’O_] ject’s envrronmental effects.

(b) A, essenttal prt))ect’s compltance w1th thrs dmsmn and the,S/tate CEQA Guidelines
shall be based solely upon the pl‘O_] ect's comphance wrth subdrwswn (b) of Section 21029,

(c) An apphcant may walve the apphcatlon of one or both of subd1v1snon (a) or

o '__' agency o

21023. Other Public Agency Actions for Essential Projectscy”
(a) If an-es'sentfal pro'j eet reqtiires-any' other :p'ablic agency action that is not expressly
addressed by cther | provisions of this. chapter, the public agency shall make a final written
... decision mmsed on compliance with exrstmg laws. The final written decision on the other

pubhe agency action shall be completed as follows

(t o (1) Where a pubhe agency IS a lead agency for an essentlal project, the public agency
| _ . shall make the fma} dectszon eoneurrently with 1ts certtﬁcatlon of the envnromnental impact
) '_- report adoptmn of a negatlve declaratton or rmtxgated negattve deelaratton, or determination of
prevrous evaluation or exemptton from thlS dmsmn, as applteable
. (2) A state lead agency may delay the ﬁnal decmlon requlred by paragraph (1) by up to 90
days 1f all of the foIlowmg apply . ‘
:&ef ove. (AV I‘lOl‘ i December 31, 2025 the state agency had an established process set forth in
[state] statute or regulat:on for eonductmg evrdenttary heanngs on the type of public agency action

bemg sought for'the essentral proj ect

E? o ,(Eo o ) (B)(Pnor tojthe dead]me set forth in paragraph (1), the state agency provrdes written
nottce to the apph_cant that it will go forward with an _ev1dent1ary hearing..

(3) Where "an applicantiseeks an'a'p'prova'l for an essential project from a public agency
that was not a lead agency for that essenttal project durlng the first instance when the essential

pI‘O_] ject underwent env1ronmental rev1ew pursuant to thls lelSl()n @pubhc agency shall make

A a:}“
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a final wrltten dec1sxon before the laterﬂ (A) 90.days from fthe earlier ofjthe date the application

- 21017, 0r deemed complete pursuant to any otherl aw; jor (B)Uday has passed from the date the

) (then},the hlghest—rankmg offi(nal of the pubhc agency, orihns or hef}desngnee shall hold a hearing

e

for the pubhc agency actlon was determmed or deemed to be complete pursuant to Section

One.

lead: agency. approved the pro_;ect D l o) wihi chever oceurs -fi Y:S't“
' () W’hen a pubhc agency fails to comply with 2 deadline set forth in subd1v1s1on (a), the

T -'apphcant may make a wntten request for the public agency to hold a meeting or hearing on the

B .other pubhc agency actlon sought from the public agency

(c) W1th1n 45 days of recelpt of a wntten request pursuant to subdivision (b), the public

: '_ agency shall do alI of‘ the followmg

(1) Ho]d a meetlng of hearmg on the essentlal project application as follows:

" (A) If the publlc agency has a multklgmember dectston?nakmg body subject to the

‘iBagley—Keene Open Meetmg Act (Artlcle 9 (commencing with Section 11120) of Chapter 1 of
- _Part L of D1v1s1on 3of Title 2 of the Government Code), the Ralph M. Brown Act (Chapter 9

' (commencmg w1th Sectlon 54950) of Part 1 of Division 2 of Title 5 of the Government Code), or

~ similar open meetmg law, the pubhc agency shall place the other agency action sought from the

' publlc agency on its: agenda for a regular or speclal meetmg of the agency’s highest-ranking

demswn makmg body. _' S ; ‘ ! B
(B) If the pubhc agency does not have 2 multi member decision akmg body subject to

the Bagley-Keene Open Meetmg Act, the Ralph M. Brown Act, or similar open meeting law,

Hnel -

w1th the apphcant on the other publlc agency action sought by the applicant,
(2) Netmthstandmg any, other pl‘OVlSlOIl of th1s dmsxon or any other lav}r(@“?
(requtrement to the contrary)at the meetlng or hearing descrlbed in paragraph (1), the public

._ agency shall make a fmal wntten decrsmn to@%}@ grant or deny the other public agency

actlon sought by the appheant

cobd Vi'sli-OV\S : (d) The deadlmes set forth: 1ntsubdw131on)(a) and(sub 1\%&:011)(0) shall only be extended

upan & wntten request made by the applicant.
(e) Except as- prov1ded in subdmsmn (t), a pubhc agency has a nondiscretionary
ministerial duty to comply’ w1th the deadlines set forth in this section or in any written request

pursuant to subdivision (d) and make the decision described in paragraph (2) of subdivision (c).
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(f) If :nor tol the exp1rat10n of the 45-day perlod provnded in subdivision (c), the public

"agency makes a ﬁnal wntten determmatron to grant the other public agency action sought for the
essentzal pl'Oject the- pubhc agency and the apphcant may mutually agree in writing to cancel the
meetmg or heanng required by paragraph (1) of subdivision (c).

A _‘(g%l) An applicant may ‘bring an aotlon under this division challenging ;{he following: Lo by w{: |

“(A) The ageney 5 fallure to comply w1th its nondrscretlonary ministerial duties described
in, subd1v1s1on (e) : :

(B) The agenoy ’s demal or imposition of unlawful conditions of approval on the other

pubhc agency actlon sought from the public agency. -

(ALt
B
. .
=

Before. =

(2) The actlon shall be commenced w1th1n 90 days of the agency s failure, denial, or

1mposmon descnbed m paragraph (1)

ARTICL@.S. Prellmmary Scopmg Process and Streamlmed Alternatlves Analysns for

" Essentlal PrOJectsO’ 2

21024 Prelimiriary 3S;copiug ?Pro'ees_s for Ess_ehtial Projectso.) -
- - (a) An applicarl‘t'may, but is not reqisired to, utilrze‘the preliminary scoping process and
streamlmed altematnves analysus as prov1ded in th1s article. However, where an applicant
| voluntanly chooses to utilize this prehmmary scopmg process and streamlined alternatives

analysis, it shall comply with: this article. ©
wamwﬁl)msubmmmg an apphcatlon for an essentral prOJGCt an applicant that chooses

g :.to prooeed in; accordance Wlth this artrcle shalI prov1de Wntten notice to the lead agency of its

| ;-‘mtent to complete the scopmg process and streamlmed altematlves analysrs set forth in this

=';ar‘uele S

(2) The wntten not1ce shall present a prehmlnary overview and description of the
- proposed essentral pro_]ect sufﬁcrent to mform the lead agency and the public of the anticipated
_ features of the Proj ect, The wntten notlce is not requlred to mclude detailed engineering plans,
techmcal studles or desrgn»level drawmgs The descnptmn shall include, to the extent known,
“the followmg C ‘ :

(A) The pro_]ect s looatron size, and boundaries.
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.' -'(B) The pr1nc1pal components and. fundamental purpose of the project.
- (C) The general type of land use, faclhty, or mfrastructure proposed,
o ®) Any known or reasonably foreseeable resource aress that may be impacted.
_ _.'(E) Any antrclpated perm1ts or approvals requ:red from public agencies.

K The wntten niotice shall:also’ prommently identify an email address for the applicant

where the lead agency and the pubhc may submiit comments on the proposed essential project.

£ --_@{£1) Aﬂer recelpt by the lead agency of the written notice described in subdivision (b),

: the apphcant and the lead agency shall engage inh at least two meetings for the purpose of

-— ] '—"d1scussmg the proposed essenhal pro;ect potentlal altematwes, and identifying potentially

1mpacted esource areas

(2) The lead agency shall mamtam a record of all meetmg summiaries.

;t,l"\(d)\(l) The lead agency shall post the wrltten not1ce received pursuarit to subdmsron (b)

on 1ts7\Web31te The postmg shall prommently 1dent1fy the email address descnbed in paragraph

(3) of subdmsnon (b) m order to faclhtate the pubhc s abrhty to submit comments to the

L apphcant vra ema11

(2) The apphcant shall mamtam a record summanzmg public input received via emaxl
dunng the: prellmmary scopmg phase

NE) The apphcant shall not be requlred to respond to any mput obtained pursuant to this

sectlon

(&) An apphcant may, but shall not be requrred to, convene one or more public meetings

. or workshops 1nclud1ng v1a vrrtual or online formats, for the purpose of obtaining additional

pubhc mput on the proposed essentlal pro;ect

(f) The prehmmary sc0pmg process descnbed in th1s section shall be completed within

| 'not more than 60 days from the date that the lead agency received written notice pursuant to

o _,subd1v1s1on (b)

(g) Where an apphcant does not elect to ut111ze the scoping process prowded in this
sectlon other scoprng requlrements set forth in this d1v1s1on shall continue to apply.

(h) Notwmthstandmg any provrslon of thlS section; wzth respect to an essential housmg

pwmarn"r 4o Yt s Seation
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. envrronmentally preferred

__-;prellmmary appheatlonfﬁ’nde ]the Housmg Crisis Act.of 20 19 as enacted by Chapter 654 of the
? k Statutes of 2019: (Senate Blll 330) '

21025 Streamlmed Alternat:ves Analysrs for Essentral Pro_]ectslgf'
(a) Upon completron of the prehmtnary scomng process set forth in Section 21024, the

. .‘appltcant shalI develop one proposed alternattve to the essent1al project. The proposed

‘altematwe shall take into cons1deratlon mput obtamed pursyant to Section 21024, and shall

comply w1th all of the followmg

© (1) The proposed aItematwe shall be compat1ble wrth the proposed essential project’s

ﬁmdamental purpose as descrlbed pursuant to Seetron 21024.
(2) To the extent practreable, the proposed alternatrve[ houl d]be desrgned to be

shall

(3) The proposed alternatrve does not need to be Iocated ata dlﬁerent site from the

B ffproposed essentral pro_| eet

(b) Notwrthstandtng Sectmn 21 100 or any other provrslon of thls division, and except as

-' '_prov1ded in subd1v131on (), an env1r0nmental impact report prepared for-an essentral project that

'.-;complles w1th thls art1cle shall onIy analyze the: followmg

(1) The proposed essentlal prq;ect . _
%t" \\(2/)@&) The apphcant 3 proposed altematrve developed pursuant to this article.
(B) For. purposes of satlsfymg thrs arttcle the apphcant s proposed alternative may
mclude an; altematwe or addltlonal component of the proposed: essential project, Where@uchi A h&

'addttronal or alternattve component may include onsrte or offsite physical tmprovernents or

' altematlve or addrtronal operat1onal pararneters or programs designed to lessen impacts.

(C) A proposed alternative developed pursuant to this article shall be presumed to lessen

.rmpaets that the alternatrve is intended to address to a level of insignificance as long as the
_ -apphcant demonstrates that substantlal evrdence exists to support the presumption. However, the

' _jpresumptron shall have no bearmg or eﬂ'ect on whether the alternative is ultrmately feasible or

_'/

(3) The @ﬁo;ecﬁ altematlve The @ﬁ project” alternative shall consider the

: reasonahly foreseeable envrronmental condltlons that would result if the essential project is not
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'japproved moludmg reasonably foreseeable future alternative uses of the site proposed for the

| essentlal pro_|ect any env1ronmental 1mpacts from[suc !altematlve uses, and benefits resulting

44444 | ~ these.

(c) The altematwes desorxbed m subdwxsnon (b) for an essential pro_]eot are sufficient for

;all purposes underﬁlﬁ— chapemthls dmswn and any other law. Except as provided | in

_- .\5

- (b)

- subdwmon (f), all add1tlona1 alternatives beyond those desonbed in subdivision (b) are
‘unneoessary, and no pubhc agency or other body or entity shall require analysis of unnecessary
-alternatwes ' ' '

@ Wlthll‘l 15 days after the close of the prehmmary scoping process in Section 21024,

.-the apphcant shall transmit to the lead agency a wrxtten submittal that includes:

(l) A descrlptlon of the proposed essential prOJeot
(2) A descnptlon of the smgle proposed alternatwe  developed pursiant to this article.
(3) A descrlptlon of the no pro_leot alternatlve descnbed in- paragraph (3) of subdivision

(e) The lead agency shall w1th1n 15 days aﬁer recenvmg the proposed alternative, issue a

:-;wutten certlf cation statmg whether the apphcant has met the requlrements of this article.

o Altematwely, the lead agency may cert1fy that the apphcant has met the requirements of this

: : =arhole by takmg 10; aﬂ"' rmatlve actlon w1th1n 15 days aﬂer receiving the proposed alternative,

| "ﬁwol

o “:_jfThe Tead agenoy 8. cert1ﬁcatlon shall be ﬁnal unless an mterested party ﬁles an administrative

- »appeal w1th1nﬂdays of the certlﬁcatlon s 1ssuance

@ Nothmg in th1s artlole prohrbIts an apphcant from proposing additional project
aIternanves at the appllcant s discretion,

(g) Subjeot to the reqmrements of this chapter and any limitations imposed by other
provnsmns of law,. the lead agency retains discretion to approve the proposed essential project,
approve the proposed altematwe deve!oped pursoant to this artlcle, or select the@;f) proj ject®”

-altematlve

(h) For purposes of thls sectlon “proposed alternative” means a single potentially

. feasxble altematlve to the essentlal prOJect that is developed by the appllcant

- :MN '..1,.,:_‘,;1_,‘;,—_“:: ) ) ' ‘ | .--' . | . . ’ . . - . - . }V
A t__L@,,;_‘"*:tjfﬁ ARTICLE)6.. Judlelal Review of -Essentlal ProjectApprova[s or Authorizationgy
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- 21026 J udlclal Revnew of Essentlal Project Approvals or Authorizatlonsgf"

»...)t(l) Any act1on or proceedmg to-attack, rev1ew, set aside, void, or annul any approval

N or authonzatlon by a publlc agency with respect to an essential project, on the grounds of
. .noncomphance thh thlS chapter this lelSlOl’B?sl;the ﬂtate CEQA Guldehnes, shall be conducted

.\\3 ‘

and, completed m accordance WIth the requlrements of this article.

(2) ThIS artlcle shall apply to any and all actions or proceedmgs pendmg on, or

S ‘commenced after, the effectlve date of thls chapter

with

4\1)/){1) In any actlon or proceedmg brought to attack, review, set aside, void, or annul an

' approval or authonzatlon of an essential project on the grounds of noncompliance with this
eh{ohapter, thisldmsnoxuor the, S/tate CEQA Guldelmes as provided in subdivision (b) of Section
721029 a petltxoner s cla1ms shall be limited to a publtc agency’s non\'gxomphance with objective

. E ex1stmg laws, and the scope of the court’s review shall be Ilrmted to whether the approva] or

authorlzatlon comphe%objectwe ex1stmg 1aws

(2) For the purpose of this subdmswn; "objectwe" means. involving no personal or

subjectlve Judgment and bemg umformly venﬁable by reference to an extemal and uniform
; ;benchmark -

' ibefore the apphcatmn was submxtted

; ,_ntenon ava1lable and knowable by both the apphcant and the public agency

ﬂ:\)k(l) In any aotlon or proceedmg to attack review, set aside, void, or annul an approval

or authorxzatlon of an essent:al project on the grounds of noncomphance with this @hapter, this )=~

-

- dw1smr&2por theﬁtate CEQA Guldehnes as provided in subdivision (b) of Section 21029, the
 court shall only determme whether the approval or authorlzatlon is supported by substantial

ev1dence in hght of the whole record

-~ {2) In any actlon or proceeding, to attack review, set aside, void, or annul a public

 agency’s approval or authorlzatlon of an essential project on the grounds that it has been made

without completmg the pub11c partlclpauon procedures, the court shall only determine whether

the failure to cemply with the publlc part1c1patlon procedures was arbitrary and capricious and

| :resulted in prejudlcml error
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(3) Nothmg in thlS d1v131on or the /B/tate CEQA Guldelmes shall be applied or construed

as i'mposmg prooedural or substanttve requirements beyond those explicitly set forth in this
) dlwsnen or the ,Btate CEQA Guldehnes as modlﬁed or limited by the prov1s1ons of this chapter.

943{4

¢c f tenn s
(d) Nothmg m thls arttcle shall be construed to supersede@ ctton 1756 and m 1759

fof the Pubhc Ut111t1es Code, or any other prov1s1on of law governing _]lldlClal review of orders or

'7' ?.‘"-. ?declswns of the Publlc Utllltles Commlsston

'21027 Timelmes and Processes Appllcable to Judlclal Review of Essential Project

' Approvals or Authorlzatlons@/'y

" {a) Tlmehnes

41"? @(A) An action oi' proceeding, to ‘attack review, set aside, void, or annul a public

ageney ] approval or authonzatlon of an essenttal project shall be commenced within 30 days

from the date the publlc agency files a nottce of determmatton or notice of exemption pursuant to
B .Seotlon[Zl 152 or Sectton 21 108\The actlon or prooeedmg shall be completed within 270 days,

'-g.ggéiaa’ ge g

mcluswe of orlglnal and appellate court proceedmgs pursuant to the ledIClal streamlining

-"procedures appllcable to enwronrnental leadershlp development projects (ﬁn‘d@t\Sectton 21185.

vrSuand
v o

(B) Thig; court may, in 1ts own dlsoretlon extend the 270- -day deadhne contained i in

:"',:-subparagraph (A) by up to an, addttlonal 90 days

(2) Notwuthstandmg any contrary prov1s1on m Sectlon 21185 or any rule adopted by the
Jud1c1a1 Councﬂ and except as provnded in subparagraph (B) of paragraph (1), the 270-day

deadhne in paragraph (1) sha]l only be extended upon mutual written consent of the

’W%'&!._—'

L4ud ?‘5; ;;;g
_L}Ui

]
! n
wfj

th
i

;t%fe

TlV\'t"er.n ek

f'i)]amtlfﬂpetltlonejthe pubhe agency, and the apphcant

@)Ad_mwmmm

The whole admlnlstratwe record conmsts only of notlces studies, and other documents

' conStstent w1tl}ithe followmg \>o*HA of

(1) Documents requlred under this division to be sent or distributed to members of the

| _ .pubhc by the lead agency, made avallable to the. pubhc at a public repository such as a library, or
-meluded on theAwebsne of the lead agencyf an h&»

(2) Wlth respect to pubhc comments, comments described in subdivision (d) of Section
21021 and responses and oomments descnbed in suhdwnswn (e) of Section 21021,

. v
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(c) Remedies.

- MIf the court ﬁnds as a result of a trial, hearmg, or remand from an appellate court, that

-a pubhc agency ’s approval or authonzatton of an essentlal project is not supported by substantial

_ __ev1dence in the record, the court shall j 1ssue an order and peremptory writ of mandate explaining

‘the def’ clency w1th specrﬁcny as to wh1ch requlrement of thls division or the /ﬁate CEQA

= Guldehnes

| ) phase, or actrvnty of ¢ an essentlal prOJect was affected by the: noncomphance

RS part phase or acttvxty untrl(sueﬁ tlme that ;the noncompliance is corrected.

+hese .

vith whleh the approval or authonzatton does not ﬁ” mply}and identify what part,

cornply,

(2) The remedy shall be llm1ted only to prohlbltmg commencement of the noncomplying

o)

(3) When ﬁﬁéﬂ requlred correctlve actions have been completed, the public ageticy shall

_ f le a retum to the tht aﬁ"n'mmg comphance, and the Court shall thereafter dismiss the action or

proceedmg A court may not order or direct via writ or any other form of order, injunction, or

: dectsmn 'rhat a pubhc agency rescmd its approval ot authorization of the essentml project.

(4) Any essenttal Proj ect -part, phase or actlvrty not within the scope of the deficiency
tdentlﬁed in the writ shall not be Sub_] ect to the writ, and is not subJ ect to further challenge in an

-actron or proceedlng under thlS dwnsron :

(d) Subse_' uent A ; ':rovals or Authertzatrons
(1) No further actlon or proceedlng to challenge the implementation through completion

of eonstructton or subsequent approval or authonzatlon of an essential project, or portion of an

-essentlal project may “be filed 1f the publlc agency’s approval or authorization was not subject to

& judIClal challenge, the pubhc ageney approval or mithorization was challenged and upheld, or
thé: pubhc agency s filed a retum to the writ @has heen aecepted as satisfactory by the
court pursuant to subdmsron (c) '

Ahat

(2) Mmor modlﬁcatlons to an essential prOJectﬁv/“ \H\do not result in'any new significant

Sk

1mpacts, orﬁ p;a h\do not substantrally worsen any prevmusly identified significant impacts, of
‘the 1n1t1ally approved essentlal pl'OJCCt may not be challenged in an action or proceeding under
© this dmsron

(e Imunctlve Relief.

S Upon a showmg by clear and convincing evidence that an essential project would

have a spe01ﬁc adverse nnpact upon public safety, and there is no feasible method to
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: satlsfactorlly n‘utlgate or avord the speelﬁc, adverse 1mpact upon public safety, a court may order

that constructmn or cornpletton of the partrcular essential project component that would result in

the specific, adverse 1mpact upon puhhc safety be halted or prohibited solely by issuing a

temporary irgurtctlon o

(2) For purposes of paragraph (1), satlsfactory mrtlgatlon to avoid the specific, adverse

) '1mpact upon pubhc safety shall be deemed to-exist upon etther of the following:

(A) A pubhc agency 's subsequent demsron to modrfy the essential project to avoid or

| _' level

-mitigate to a less than= mgntﬁcant,\that sp_ecrﬁc, adverse public safety lmpaet(/ and -whlch]shall not and
o requ'ire:the-agency to take any further action underthis dryision, Fhatf des, o

(B) A pubhc agency S deterrnmatron that the spec1ﬁc, adverse rmpact upon public safety

cannot be avorded or mltrgated to a less than mgmﬂcant level following preparation of an

envrronmental 1mpact report or supplemental envrronmental impact report addressing only that

o o ?specrﬁc adverse publrc safety 1mpact[ﬁnd? the tlmehnes and procedures set forth in this chapter
Pvrsuo;at' e

A M“’ b ( TICLE! 7 Deﬁmtmns:;@‘“

21028 Defimtnone:},

For purposes of thls chapter [as used in both: the singular and plural form)the followmg
deﬁmtrons@apply '

)

e_‘ Y

“(a) “Apphcant"’ meansr“ ?}person, legal entlty, pubhc agency, or public utility that

proposes an essenttal pro_ject

(b) “Approval or authorlzatron means any approval authorization, determination,

£ ndmg, ﬁnanemg, real property transactron or.contract, or other puhhc agency actions that

further the advancement constructlon, completlon, or reahzatlon of an essentlal pro_;ect

(c) “Cahforma educatronal 1nst1tutron means all of the following: a school drstrlct a

‘ county supenntendent of schools; a county board of education; a community college district; a

_ state specral sehool the Board of Govemors of the Cahfomla Community Colleges or the

' é,,,‘{:tw“;

Chancellor of the’ Calrfomla Commumty Colleges the Cahforma State University or the Board

: of 'I‘rustees of the Callfomla State Umverstty, the Umversrty of California or the Regents of the

University of Cahfomra,- the Un_lvers1ty of California Law San Franc:scoﬁ'ormm Hastings

: 5‘$e\f'mﬁ’,vl \Lj

_ _Cotle_ge of the [fah\;\“rma charter school esta‘hlished purs,uantto@h&t% (commencing with

6 2 Ql'\ Mth) o S{; t\m|s ,fwf ~Page 29-0f 412
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. ( L 7: '__Sectlon 47600) of D1v131on 4 of Trtle 2 of the Educatlon{(ulodeﬁ and a nonproﬂt college or od e) .

,unlversrty with membershlp in the Assoc1atron of Independent California Colleges and

-Unrversmes , ' ' ' _

| (d) “CEQA” means the California Envxronmental Quallty Act (Division 13 (commencing

with Sectlon 2 1000) of the Publrc Resources CE@)
' éﬁ’ \@Ll) “Consultmg }fnbe” means a tnbe that, appears on the most recent list published by

the Umted States pursuant to. the Federally Recognized Indlan Tribe LlSt Actof 1994 (25 U.8 CU/ Sec.
.5 13 1) andis tradltronally and culturaliy afﬁllated with the geographlc area of the proposed

_:."essentral prOJect ‘ L : DL ‘
: - (2) Not\mthstandmg Sectlon 21073 or aty other[provrslon ofllaw, “California Native
. _ Amencan trlbe” as used m or w1th respect to, Sectlons 21074 21080.3. 1, 21080 3.2,21082.3,
" -,21084 2 21084 3 and th1s chapter, shall mstead mea, and be read as, “Q(onsultmg}(nbe” when
S the pro_]ect is'an essentral prOJeet
. (f) “Day” means%the followmg e bo‘ 0 F
er t\en 13 (1) As used 1nf—e_<;10 21018 and@?low **day” means any day other than a
Saturday, Sunday, or any day desngnated as a state holiday. -
| (@ As used in any section of thrs chapter except for/j§__e__etm_)21018 and{Section)21019,
“day mieans a calendar day. _ ‘;w FHons

/ﬂe\‘f‘rlw

: (g) “Educatronal facﬂrty” means any real property, facrlrty, structure, building, or fixture
| that is owned or operated or will be owned or operated upon completlon by one or more
'Cahfomra educatronal mstltutrons for educatlonal purposes ,
(h) “Envrronrnental revrew document or envrronmental review documentation™ means
-mmal studles, negatrve declaratlons, rmtrgated negatrve declarations; draft and final
i ; envrronrnental 1mpact reports ‘documents prepared as substitutes for env1ronmental 1mpact

reports, negatwe declaratron and mrtrgated negative declaratronsﬁﬁder\a program certified VW}”UM'{‘""

pursuant to. Sectton 21080 5 docurnents or documentauon used to substantiate the applicability

_ of statutory or categorlal exemptlons from this dmsmn or streamlining provisions that include, :
FW, Iy Mﬂ, wrthout I!mltatlon those;f (TjSectlons 21083 3 and 6094 4\1addenda and other supplemental 21094 5-

or subsequent review documents documents prepared under the National Environmental Policy

' Ao and used by a publlc a_geney it theplace of any of the foregoing documents or

'._“ of 19 01 ( L 95@ '.S»ér:r_'r[’%ll el J"Mh)
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documentatlon’ and envrronmental documents as defined in Section 15361 of Title 14 of the
Calrf’omla Code of Regulatlons _
9‘% (1)(1) “Essentlal brcadband/fnternet access pl‘O_]eCt" means a project to providenass-}
""’“ke retail serv1ce by w1re servrce w:reless servrce, or radio to customers in this state that
provndes the capabrhty to transrmt data to, and receive data from, all or substantially all Internet

endpoints, mcludmg, but niot limited to, any capab1ht1es that are incidental to and enable the

—

[}

A :

\::. "'% )
L“f}“‘;' r§
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- o

operatlon of the: Gommunrcatlons service kl\)lr)excludlng dial-up /lﬁ’temet access service.
(2) An “essentra] broadband/ﬁ'lternet access prOJ ect” shall comply with all labor
requlrements descrlbed in Section 21 183 5. , o
,ﬁ( (l/p) “Essennal clean energy prOJect” means a prOJect that supports Cal1fomla s climate,
energy efﬁcrency, rehabrllty, lectnﬁcatlcn sustamabllrty, or clean energy objectlves through

one or more of the followmg

iéf \\}\(1) Producmg, generatmg, or stonng eleetrlexty denved from renewable or sustainable

o resources mcludmg, but not hm:ted to, solar, wmd geothermal fuel cells that comply with the

emlssmns standards adopted by the State Air Resouroes Board pursuant to the distributed
generatlon certlﬁcatlon program requlrements of Sectlon 94203 of Title 17 of the California
Code of Regtdatrons small hydroelectnc generatlen of 30 megawatts or less, digester gas,

mumc1pal sohd waste conversmn, landﬁll gas, ocean wave, ocean thermal, or tidal current, and
assocrated transmlssron lmes

gt i

(11) “Associated transmrssron lmes” means a transm:ssron lme that is requlrecl for the

- rnterconnectlon or delwery of electrlclty froma facrhty described in clause ().

(111) Notwnhstandmg clause (1), thrs subparagraph excludes producing or generating
electncaty from nuclear power

L S T

(B) Producmg, generatmg, stormg, transmlttmg, or distributing clean {lffydrogen whmﬁ\ls

not derwed from a fossrl fuel feedstock

(C) Developmg, construetmg, or mstalhng mlcrognds and associated infrastructure. For

purposes of this subparagraph mlcrognd” means-a mlerogrld as defined in subdivision (d) of
Sectlon 8370 of the Pubhc Utllltles Code '

Wiassmgs ket

—-Pagedl-of 4}-—ne-
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( R (D) Capturmg, transportmg, moqstonng carbon dloxrde emissions for permanent

_ -:solatlon from source%mcludmg, but not 11m1ted to, energy production, manufacturing, or

(e

reﬁmng facrhtres : C _

' (E) Develo;amg, constructmg, upg;radmg, or expandmg transmission or distribution
_‘systern components 1dent1ﬁed m a transmission planmng process approved by the Independent
:'-System Operator or in an/ﬁrtegrated ﬁ'nergy ,?olrcy }(eport adopted pursuant to Sectlon 25302,

Fhoce, | mcludmg ﬁnancmg of@a facﬂlties assets, or components through sale, lease assignment,
I ‘ 'mortgage, or other dlsposrtxon or encumbrance requiring state agency approval,

_ “(2)An “essentlal clean energy project” shall comply with all labor requirements

i descnbed ifi Sectlon 21183 5 o

' (19\(1) “Essentlal educatlon facrhty proj ect” rueans the acquisition, construction,

o expansron, remodelmg, renovatlon 1mprovement fumlshmg, or equlppmg of an educational
B facﬂlty R IR |
| (2) An essentnal educatton fac1l1tyr pl‘O_]GCt shall comply with all labor reqmrements
descnbed m Sectlon 211 83 5. B : _ ‘

S ;'(l) “Essentlalj'_' ousmg pl‘O_]eCt” means. all of the followmg

B ':'f_ :(2) A mmed~use deveIOpment

sndenttal"unrts only

. 7-(3) Transmona] houmng, emergency shelters, or supportlve housing, as defined in
{subdmsrons (g) (n), and (q) ot;}Sectlon 65582 of the Government Code,
(4) Farmworker housmg, as defined in subdmsnon (h) of Section. 50199 7 of the Health
and Safety Code . . buildings

(5) Group hvmg accommodatlons meanmglbulldmg(s)f or portlon of any Lul]dmg(s}mbm fimrz!
desugned for or accommodatmg a reSIdentlal use by persons not living together as a household,

.r»'_”

: 'typlcally w1thout separate kltchens or bathroom faclhues for each room or unit. This use
: -'1ncludes, WlthOth llmltauon, convents, monastenes, and other types of organizational housing.

(6) Student housm :umts, mean_@any re31dent1al units or group living accommodation

mtended for use by students 1nelud1ng, wrthout hmttanon, dormuory-style student housing and
sulte-style student housmg ‘ : ‘

na=\"‘§‘, lmv"‘pwfmﬁ‘as e»f; v%h:c g?'ms:tf)mp%

=
=
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# \/{SA) Senlor housmg Eumts meanrn_g}any resxdenttal units or group living
"accomrnodatron of any sme 1ntended f‘or occupatlon by persons 55 years of age or over,

meludmg, w1thout hmltatlon, the followmg (i) an 1ntergenerational housing development; (ii)

_‘semor congregate housmg, (1n) a semor citizen housmg development as defined in paragraph 4

' -'-of subdwrsxon (b) of Sectlon 51 3 of the Civil Code, (lv) a. restdentlal care facility for the elderly

as deﬁned 1n paragraph (I) of subdlwsnon (o) of Sectron 1569 2 of the Health and Safety Code;

.and (v) a contmumg eare retrrement commumty as deﬁned in paragraph (10) of subdivision @

of Sectlon 1771 of the Health and Safety Code, T ()
o (B) Thls paragraph shall not be construed to 11m1t the authonty of a publrc agency to
‘categorlze semor housmg land ‘uses as nonﬁesrdentlal under its zoning ordmances or other laws,
' except that senior housmg units shall quahfy as a “housing development project”finder’-— s *Jﬁi St

_.paragraph (2) of subdlwsmn (h) of Seetlon 65589 5.0f the Government Code.

B)A subdwrsron Or common mterest development as defined in Section 4100 of the

‘ le Code eonsrstmg of resrdentlal umts or ummproved re51dent1al lots.

(9) A converswn of an exrstlng commercral bulldmg to remdentlal use.
(rn) “Essentlal prOJect means a proj ect that meets all of the followmg reqmrements

%@F \QAXA) The prOJect is an essentlal housmg projeet essentlal water project essential clean

0] essentlal pubhc health prOJect, essent1a1 pubhc safety- pro_r ect, essential broadband
/ihtemet access prol ect essentral educatton faclhty pl‘t‘)J ect, or essential transportation project.

(B) An essentlal pr0ject mcludes all related and anc1llary public, private, and utility

_ 1nﬁastructure and pubhc servrce fac111tres reqmred by a utility or publlc agency, or included in an

" essential prq]ect application as part of the@‘ﬁlole of the project@to serve a project identified in

subparagraph (A), F c@eleetno, telecommumcatron gas, water, wastewater, stormwater,

<
4(:_ .
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transit, pohce fire, and transportatton 1mprovements that provide required public and utility

. services and mfrastructure to the pl‘o_] ject. \Wheﬁa particular labor standard is applied to an W h,m

' j;_.essentlal pro;eet by other prov1srons of this chapter that labor standard shall apply to the =

B components of the essent1a1 prOJeet descrrbed in this subparagraph.

(2) The prOJect does not mclude a jall or other detentlon facility, or involve the

o -*development of a new or! or natural gas productton facthty

4:‘; “(n (1) “Essentlal publlc health pmJect” means a medical treatment facnllty

—Page33-of 41—~
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(2) An “essenttal publtc health pmJ ect” shall comply with all labor requirements
'_ descrlbed in Sectlon 21 183.5. ‘ R o

\/)\(1) “Essentlal publlc safety pro_|ect” means a ﬁrst responder facility or a wildfire risk
: reduct1on prOJect LE ‘ S
- cﬁ (2)\(A) An “essentlal pubhc safety proj ect” shall comply wrth all labor requirements
. "-,descrlbed in Sectlon 21 183 5. : '
(B) A w1ldﬁre nsk reductlon prOJect llmlted to vegetatlon management, fuel reduction,
| -creatmg or- malntammg fuel breaks, or reducmg fuel loadmg that is undertaken directly by a
' ‘pubhc agency usmg 1ts cwn emp[oyees shall be deemed to comply with this paragraph if the
. pubhc agency 8 employees workmg on the proyect are covered by a collective bargaining
_..-;agreement or other state c1v1l servrce laws that prov1de equwalent wage, training, and safety
-standards - . R '

,ﬁ: (BAI) “Essentlal transportatlon project” meansf\the following:

hoth of
- (A)A prOJect descnbed in subdmsxon (a) or@—ﬁvdjg_s_mn)(b) of Sectlon 2 of Article XIX

‘of the Callfomla Constltutlon

(B) Electrlc vehlcle chargmg and refuehng mfrastructure

(2) An “essentlal transportatlon pro_l ect” shel_l comply with all labor requirements

L 'descnbed in’ Sectlon 21 183 5

(3) An “essentlal transportatlon project” does not mclude a hxgh-speed tram, a high-speed

- _'l“_tram systern a corndor or a usable segment as those terms are defined in Section 2704.01 of the

B ‘, - _},Streets and nghways Code or any other component of the Safe, Reliable High-Speed Passenger
o N ';Tram Bond Act for the let Century (Chapter 20 (commencmg with Section 2704) of Division 3

- _of the Streets and Htghways Code)

| ;ﬁ" Qq/\(l) “Essentral water pro;ect” means any prOJect or action to construct, expand, repair,

o replace, 1mprove, or augment any of the followmg {A) a “public water system ‘as defined by
 subdivision {h) of Section 116275 of the Health and Safety Code; (B) a system that directly or

.1nd1rect1y prowdes water to a public water system; or (C) a system ﬁv’vﬁ‘l\ps generally described ”H

and w1thm the scope of the, Sltate s Water Resilience Portfoho
(2) An “essent1a1 water pro.tect” shall comply w1th aIl labor requirements described in
-Section 21 183 5. ' S
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(3) “An essenttal water pro; ject” does not 1nclude Delta conyeyance facilities as defined in.

: .subdwrsmn (f) of Sectlon ’?9702 of the Water Code. -

(r) “Exrsttng laws” means the followmg

(1) Formally adopted legal requlrements contamed in statutes, regulatlons, rules

' standardsg of ordmances that exlsted and were in effect on the date an application for an essential

o -prOJect was subm:tted to a pubhc agency

o

(J&A) A formalIy adopted legal requlrement contamed in a statute, regulation, ordinance,

: standard or: ruie that was not in effect on. the date an. apphcatton for an essential project was
. submltted to a pubhc agency, but the lead agency makes a ﬁndmg that that compliance with the

' _partrcular statute, regulataon, ordmance standard or rule is necessary to mitigate or avoid a

speclﬁc, adverse hfe-safety 1mpact meamng a srgmﬁcant quantlfiable, direct, and unavoidable

'llfe safety 1mpact mcludmg ln"e~safety tmpacts assocnated with new or emergmg technologies,

: materlals or gnd-mtegratlon systems, and that is based on objectlve, identified and written

'_ _-‘;pubhc safety standards, poholes, or condltlons The lead agency shall notify the appltcant within
X '_ ‘72 hours of makmg a ﬁndmg descrtbed in this subparagraph

(B) The ﬁndmg descrrbed in- subparagraph (A)fuﬂbe made beforeghe carlier of eltheF\

: _:,(1) env1ronmental revrew of the essentlal pro_lect pursuant to this chapter has been oompleteda?
- (u) the 1n1t1 :

: ?}thc Call fomla Flre Code that takes effect beforeﬂﬁe carlier of ettﬁ"}“}(A) environmental review of

; butldmg perrmt appllcatlon or plan-rev1ew package has been submitted to the

K authonty havmg Junsdlctlon ‘hereoveg" oVer ”1“""6 9“ f’?)‘aﬂ'f” wolyi che VX (CwrE £rrgte,

(3) Any update to the Cahfornla Bulldmg Standards Code, mcludlng, without llmltatlon,

:the essentlal prOJect pursuant to’ th1s chapter has, been complete%(B) the initial building

the

' ‘jpermlt apphcatron or plan—revnew package has been submitted to the authonty having jurisdiction

L
S

{ ther "?e?\

| ‘ca?%se? UL AgAC _; .-

_ (s) “Feas1b1 nileans'capabte of being accomplished in a successful manner within a
reasonable period of t1me takmg into account economlc, environmental, legal, social, and
technologlcal factors , '
Aﬁ;\}\(l) “Flrst responder facility” means all of the following:
(A) A ﬁre statlon owned or operated by the State of California, a city, a county, a city and

- _co.'unty,,a jomt_;powersauthonty, }_Z"on_sultmg ;l’{mbe, or a special district,
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(B) A police station or sheriff’s station owned or operated by a city, a county, a city and
county, a Jomt powers authonty, ora spec1a1 chstru:}1 excluding any portion @Hereo?used as a
. . )

: Ja1l or other detentlon facrhty

‘._52“Ft dfl”d ti ldthfll L -
___() irs respon er facility’ oes no include the fo owing: e Her &“ﬁ

el a‘(A) Any famhty owned operated or leased by the United States government.

R ‘:(B) Any faclllty used as an 1rnm1grat10n detentlon facrhty or a state prison.
()] “Lead agency rneans a lead agency as defined in Section 21067.

o '-(v) “Local agency means a‘pubhe entity that is not a “state agency” as defined in this

(w) “Medlcal ofﬁce bulldmg” means a bmldmg whose pnmary functlon is to prov:de

'.oﬂice space for health care practltloners ltcensed certlﬁed reglstered or otherw:se authortzed to

- ]practlce pursuant to D1v1s1on /\OF the Business and Professwns Code.

(x) “Medlcal treatment facnllty” meéans all of the following: (1} a health facility as defined (—-u\

vin Sectton 1250 of the Health and Safety Code; (2) a clinic as defined in Section 1200 of the ‘o g
“Health and Safety Code and (3) a medical office building. ({*}t 3
Jé{ (Y /{1) “Mixed-use development” means a development consisting of residential and g % :
L nonres1dent1al uses that meets ainy of the followmg conditions: <
| (A) At least tWO-thll'dS of the new or converted square footage is de31gnated for \% /C;
' restdenttal use. IR :3} : 3

(B) At least __Apercent of the new or converted square footage is desngnated for

- re31dent1al use and the ptoject meets both of the followmg

(1) ’[‘he pro_;ect mcludes at least 500 net new resxdentlal umts

(n) No. pOI’thI‘I of the pro_; ject is desngnated for use as a hotel motel, bed and breakfast inn,

B -or other tranSIent lodgmg, except a: portlon of the project may be designated for use as a
' resldenttal hotel__,_ as defined in _Sect_lon 50519 of the Health and Safety Code.

_ - (C) At least 50 percent of the net new or converted square footage is designated for
residential use and the: projec‘t meets all of the following:
M The project includes at least 500 net new residential units.
(u) The project involves the demiolition or conversion of at least 100 ,000 square feet of

nonres1dentlal use to resmlenual use.
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(iif) The project dernoliShes at least 50 percent of the existing nonresidential uses on the

- site.

- (iv}No pottion of the project is deSignated for use as a hotel, motel, bed and breakfast

_'inn, or other tranSient lodging,‘except'a po‘rtion of the project may be designated for use as a
' " res1dent1a1 hotel as deﬁned in Sectlon 50519 of the Health and Safety Code.

(2) For purpOses of thlS subdmsmn, nonre31clent1al uses shall not include any heavy

- mdustnal extraetwe port reﬁnery, or. hazardous matenals uses or designations.

‘i nkﬂ)

nf}

( M)
(a ﬁ)

(3) The rn1n1mum dlstance required between any nonresndennal uses included in a mixed-

R .uSe development and any extstmg ofgalte residential use shall be determmed by-state law.

(z) “Publtc agency means a publlc agency ag defined in Section 15379 of Title 14 of the

. Callforma Code of Regulatlons, a respon31ble agency, a local agency; a state agency; a lead
; agency, a Iocal agency formatlon comm1ssmn a city; a county; a city: and county; a special
 district; a jomt powers authonty, or any ‘other- govemmental authonty created under state or local

law whether statew1de, local or: regmnal in character o

(aa) “Pubhc pal‘tl(:lpatlon proeedures means the pubhc partxc1patton procedures get forth
1n Sectlons 21016, 21018, 21020 20121 21023, andﬁOl24 of this chaptﬁ

Rolabd

{ﬁ)‘lﬂ“Responmble Agency means:a respon31ble agency as defined in Section 15381 of
Tltle 14 of the Cahfornla Code of Regulattons _ o ‘

- :Q-j :(c’ﬁ“State agency means a state agency as deﬁned in subd1v1s1on (a) of Section 8557 of
the Government Code and any state body as defined in Sectnon 11121 of the Government Code.

s

‘State CEQA Guldelmcs” means Chapter 3 (commencmg with Section 15000} of

:D1v1310n 6}”0 _T:tle 14 of the Cahforma Code of Regulanons

M“Substanttal ev1dence means enough relevant information and reasonable inferences

: from the avatlable 1nformatlon that a t‘an' argument can be rnade to support a conclusion, even

though other eonclusmns m1ght also be reached
KPP)\“Tnbal cultural resource’ 1ncludes any of the followmg

(af)—

A sne, feature, place, cultural landscape, or sacred place, including a sanctified
cethetery, Indlan cernetery, or bunal areaofa ,@’onsultmg /"{‘nbe, or an object with cultural value

toa @onsultmg /fnbe that is any- of the followmg
A T
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(A) Included or ehglble for mc[usmn in the Cahforma Register of Historical Resources or

: ’.the Nattonal Reglster of Historic Places.

(B) Ine]uded ina iocal register of" hlstorlcal resources as deﬁned in Section 5020.1,

(C) Identlﬁed by the Natlve Amertcan Heritage Commission as a sacred place pursuant to

Section 5097. 94 or 5097, 96.

(D) Included i m a trlbal govemment reglster ‘maintained by a Tribal Historic Preservation

Ofﬁcer approved by the Secretary of the Intenor pursuant to Section 101 of the federal National

o _:' f- .HlStOI‘IC Preservatlon Act (54 U S C Sec 300101 et seq )

(2)’Acu1tural landscape that meets the cmterla of paragraph (1) to the extent that the

(3) A hlstortcal reseurce descnbed in Sectmn 21084 1, a unique archaeologtca] resource

.as deﬁned in subd1v1s1on (g) of Sectton 21083 2,0ra “nonumque archaeological resource” as

" ‘k 'defined m subdlwslon (h) of Sectlon 21083 2 that conforms with the criteria of paragraph (1).

(gg) “thdf" ire rtsk reductlon pro_;ect” means an actmty that reduces wildfire risks to a

- resxdentta] ot commer01al structure or both A ‘wildfire risk reduction project” includes, but is
~not llmlted to, the fellowmg replacmg, hardenmg, or undergrounclmg electric utility lines, roads,

3 and mfrastructure vegetatlon management fuel reductlon home harclenmg, creating or

rmamtammg fuel breaks and access roads and reducmg fuel loadmg

"'_',21029 Constructlon of Chapte@}"

N /f
(a) Itis the pollcy of the/tfeople of'the State of California that this chaptere

' tnterpreted and 1mplemented to afford the fullest possﬂ:)le weight to the interest of, and the

‘ approval and reahzatxon of essent1al pro_;ects

#f )( 1) It lS the mtent of the }(eople of the State of Caltfornla that courts, consistent with

R --_'genel:ally accepted rules of statutory interpretation,{sh haﬂ\not interpret this Chapter, this lelSl(‘;\\ d

] \\MS Y
il’) ’\; - ot the,S’tate CEQA Guldehnes m a mannerm 1mposes procedural or substantive
Fha _ reqmrements upon essentlal projects beyond those exphcttly stated in thls@a—pt?tﬁs dmstﬂ
or the /8(tate CEQA Guldelmes '
.Eage;’;&et—‘xH—-ﬂg"
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(2) It is ﬁ.lrther the 1ntent of the/P/eOple of the State of California that this subdivision
c‘-\{S:l;'l‘_;itDl‘)e mtelpreted and applted by the courts as drrected by Sectton 21083.1, and is in pari

_ matema w1th Sectlon 21083 1 0 that to the maxxmum extent permltted unger the law, this

subdmslcn constrams the authonty of the courts to issue a udgement r impose a remedy that is
7 ¥

: ._not expreSsly authorlzed by this chapter tJ ud ﬁ 1 t_
- 21030 Statew:de Concern‘g -
| The /P,eople of the State of Cahfcrma hereby declare that streamhnmg review and
approval of essential prOJBCtS as. provrded in this chapter is a mattet’ of statewide concern because
| .the adequacy, avatlabxhty, and affordablhty of housmg, clean energy, water, transportation,
. f. hrcadband/I'ntemet educanon facﬂttles pubhc health mﬁ'astructure and public safety
S mt‘rastructure is msufﬂclent to serve the needs of Caht‘orma s population and economy,
k ) _'Iherefore, the State of Cahfornla hereby occuples the ﬂeld in the area of review and approval of

X essent1a1 pro_tects as provrded m thls chapter - j

_ 3 721031 Statutory References@—ﬂ’ : o
(a) Except as provrded m subdrvrsron (b), all references to state statutes or regulations

codlﬁed outs1de ot‘ tlus chapter refer to thcse statutes and regulahons as they existed on

- /’\ ' -.December 31 202§\regardless of any subsequent amendment repeal sunset; or expiration that

: --.takes place aﬂer that date

by The reference to Seetton 21 8 9 of the Labcr Code refers to that section as 1t existed on
'January 1, 2026 '

‘-_21032 Severabint@ |
The provrslons of thls chapter are severable It‘ any portion, section, subd1v1s10n
} paragraph subparagraph clause, suhclause sentence, phrase, word, or apphcatlon of this chapter
is for any reason held to be mvahd by a dectsron of any court of competent jurisdiction, that
% decrsron shall not affect the valldrty of the. remalmng pomcns of this chapter The/P/eople of the
= State of Caht‘orma hereby declare that they would have adopted this chapter and each and every

: ‘.:portlon, secttcn, subdmsmn, paragraph subparagraph clause, subclause, sentence, phrase, word,
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(. :and-}epp;l-ieationhot declared int/alid or uneOnstituttonal without regard to whether any

.e'omp'oueut'fof thxs ehapter -or.applieation t_hereof would be subsequently declared invalid.

" ;21033 Effestive Date@/" | | |
' Thrs chapter shall take effect as provrded in subdlvrsron (a) of Section 10 of Article II of
- the_rCahforma Co_nstrtutmn, and shall_ be appltcable uponmeﬁectwe date to all pending and

thot

 future pubhe ageney and judicia'l review and processes for all essential projects.
frate = 21034 Amendmente{ | | |

_ ~The Leglslature rnay amend this chapter by a statite passed ineach house of the

’ Legtslature by, rollcall vote entered in the Joumal two-thirds of the membership concurring,

._ " prov1ded that the statute is consrstent with, and furthers the purposes of, this chapter. No bill

1 '. seekmg to amen' 'hls ehapter may be passed or become a statute unless the bill has been printed
o '_: and d1str1buted to‘ the embers of the Leglslature, and pubhshed on theﬁternet in its final form,

‘for at least 12 busmess daysf?‘lor t‘\tts passage in elther house of the Leglslature ‘ Le ’F’*‘Q’t’”

t ﬁfga'f-'i"“@CTION’z Cenﬂletmg Measures -

S i

_ In. the event that th1s mltratlve measure and another measure or measures pertaining to the

| '.rev1ew or approvaI of essentnal pro_;eets, as deﬁued in this ,ﬁét shall appear on the same

: ~statew1de electlon ballot the other measure or measures shall be deemed to be in conflict with
this measure. -In ‘the event that this initiative measure receives a greater number of affirmative
votes, the pl'OVlSanS of this measure shall prevarl in their entrrety, and the provnslons of the other

.meaSure or measures shall be null and vond

TSECTI(')’js Lrberal Construetron

b T

Thls ct shall be h‘oerally construed to glve effect to, its intent and purposes

| gﬁ\ @”«C {C— ECTIOD4 Legal Defense . e
T ' “The purpose of thlS sectlon is to ensure that the people s precious right of initiative

_ ;eanno_t be _1mptoperly annulled by state poht_1<:1aus who refuse to defend the will of the voters.
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) : ;Attomey GeneraI refuse to. defend thxs /Kct to the fullest extent possible on behalf of the State of
| _ *-'Calrforma then the followmg actrons shall be taken::

(a,) Notwrthstandmg anythmg to the contrary contamed in Chapter 6 (commenclng with

- Sectmn 12500) of Part. 2 of Dwrslon 3of Tltle 2of the Government Code or any other law, the

' Attomey General shall appomt 1ndependent counsel to faithfully and vigorously defend this /Aét

to the fullest extent poss1b1e on behalf of the State of California.
(b) Before appomtrng or (ﬁeﬁf@substttutmg independent counsel, the Attorney

_\;:,

_General shall exercxse due d1l;gence in determmmg the quallﬁcatlons of independent counsel and
_-shall obtaln wrlttcn affirmatlon from mdependent counsel that independent counsel will

f-fatthﬁtlly and vrgorously defend this /(ct fo the fullest extent possible. The wrrtten affirmation

e j -,j'shall be made pubhcly avarlable 1mmed1ate1y upon request

(c) In order to support the defense of this f(ct in mstances where the Governor and

| Attorney General farl o do 50 desptte the wrll of the voters, a continuous appropriation is hereby

 made from the General Fund to the Controller, without regard to fiscal years, in an amount

o ‘necessary to cover the costs of retammg 1ndependent eounsel to faithfully and vigorously defend

‘ thrs/ﬁ(ct on behalf of. the State of Caltfomra to the ﬁjllest extent possible,

Therefore 1f thrs ﬂct is approved by the voters of the Stateé of Calrfomla and thereafter subJ ected
1o a legal challenge @Tﬁaattempts to llmrt the scope or applrcatron of this f{ct in any way, or
' .alleges thrs f(ct vrolates any state or federal law i in whole or in part, and both the Governor and
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