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Superintendent of Public Instruction

» Serves as the state’s independently elected nonpartisan voice for the public interest in
the governance of the state’s educational systems.

« Represents the public interest through advocacy with the Legislature and the Governor
on areas of high public concern and recommendations for addressing identified
challenges.

« Serves as a voting member of governing hoards of the state’s transitional kindergarten
through higher education systems.

The views and opinions expressed by the candidates are their own and do not represent the
views and opinions of the Secretary of State’s office. The order of the statements was
determined by randomized drawing. Statements on this page were supplied by the candidates
and have not been checked for accuracy by any official agency. Each statement was voluntarily
submitted and paid for by the candidate. Candidates who did not submit statements could
otherwise be qualified to appear on the ballot.
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Supermtandent of Public Instructlon _

Office. AL T | Candidate Name: = | Party Preference” ~

Superlntendent of Publlc Instructlon Richard Barrera Nonpartisan

Superintendent of Public Instruction | Sonja Shaw Nonpartisan
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November 3, 2026, General Eléction
Candidate Contact Information Form

The following form shall be used for candidate statements submitted to the Secretary of
State’s office for inclusion in the state Voter Information Guide for the November 3,
2026, General Election. This form must be submitted to the Elections Division of the
Secretary of State’s office no jater than 5:00 p.m. on Wednesday, July 15 2026.

s A maximum of 250 words may be ussd Word count standards shall be pursuant
to Elscttons Code section 9.

e :The statement may not make reference to any other candfdate C '
The statement should be typawritten, doubte-spaced and'in standard paragraph
style. Do not use bullets, tables, lists, or other material requiring indentation.”

« Words that are underlined, in italics, in bold, or in all upper-case letters will be -
typeset in italics.

« Please refer to the section in this packet entitled "Candfdate Statement
Gu:delmes” for a comp!ete list of requsrements

Candidate’s Name E C/(;‘WEL %m\?‘”‘i’"ﬁsﬁf

Political Party Preference®;

*Please list your political party prefersnce as it is reflected on your current affidavit of
registration. If you are not registered with a qualified political party, your political party
preference will be md:cated in the Voter Information Guide as "No Qualified Party
Preference.”

The following optional information will appear with your candidate statement.

For safety and pnvacy considerations, please do not list your personal resrdence
This information is not included in the 250-word count.

Mailing Address: S LHS  Mecdisen Pueeage

< e tome ito y ch Toyyl

Phoneﬁ () BYE— T30 = Iy

Email: bwr@rﬂ\‘%) edu.® el | | oo

Social Media #1%*: 7@ \si: 2. Q}Ma:,f barveto Of

Social Media #2**: i@ﬁmmrﬂ i Q_,\N»&w\\zlh et re o 2024

“*Please note: No more than two (2) social media accounts will be posted for each
candidate statement.
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Richard A. Barrera

Democrat Richard Barrera led the reform effort that transformed San Diego Unified from a
district in crisis to one thatis First in Reading and Math among the nation’s largest urban
districts. As State Superintendent, Barrera will roll up his sleeves and work with the same
energy and zeal to bring those reforms to every schoolin California. Barrera fought to
protect students from the hearttess Trump administration: keeping ICE out of schoots,
standing up for LGBTQ students, and ensuring kids are vaccinated against meastes and
other diseases. He will protect California from Trump/MAGA attacks on pubtic education.
An18-year veteran of the San Diego Unified School Board {and current President), Barrera
brought parents, educators and the community together to cut waste/bureaucracy and
invest in students and the classroom. The result: Math and Reading levels soared to
national highs on the "Nation’s Report Card” and San Diego Unified topped California’s
urban districts in Graduation Bates and College/Career Readiness. Barrera led four
successful campaigns to repair 60-year-old schools, upgrade technology, and improve
school safety with electronic door locks, single points-of-entry and updated emergency
communication for neighborhood and charter schools. A UC San Diego graduate with a
Masters from Harvard, Barrera earned endorsements from those most responsible for
student success: 700,000+ classroom teachers, nurses, counselors, principals and staff
represented by the Catifornia Teachers Association, Catifornia Federation of Teachers,
United Administrators of Southern California and California School Employees
Association. He is endorsed by Planned Parenthood, California Professional Firefighters,
School Police Officers, and the Catifornia Democratic Party. “l am proud‘of what our
students have achieved in San Diégo and look forward ta improving student succass
across California.” BarreraforEdu.com
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November 3, 2026, General Election
Candidate Contact Information Form

The following form shall be used for candidate statements submitted to the Secretary of
State’s office for inclusion in the state Voter Information Guide for the November 3,
2026, General Election. This form must be submitted to the Elections Division of the
Secretary of State’s office no later than 5:00 p.m. on Wednesday, July 15, 2026.

« A maximum of 250 words may be used. Word count standards shall be pursuant
to Elections Code section 9.

¢ The statement may not make reference to any other candidate.

¢ The statement should be typewritten, double-spaced, and in standard paragraph
style. Do not use bullets, tables, lists, or other material requiring indentation.

» Words that are underlined, in italics, in bold, or in all upper-case letters will be
typeset in italics.

¢ Please referto the section in this packet entitled “Candidate Statement
Guidelines” for a complete list of requirements.

Candidate’s Name; Sonja Shaw

Political Party Preference®:

*Please list your political parly preference as it is reflected on your current affidavit of
registration. If you are not registered with a qualified political party, your political party

preference will be indicated in the Voter Information Guide as “No Qualified Party
Preference.” : '

The following optional information will appear with your candidate statement.
For safety and privacy considerations, please do not list your personal residence.,
This information is not included in the 250-word count.

Mailing Address: 6939 Schaefer Avenue, Suite D #119

Chino, CA 91710

Phone: ( ).(949) 495-1310

Email: info@shawforca.com

Social Media #1**; X: @realSonjaShaw

Social Media #2**: Instagram: @SonjaShaw2026

"*Please note: No more than two (2) social media accounts will be posted for each
candidate statement.
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Sonja Shaw
Sonja Shaw for State Superintendent of Public Instruction
2026 General Election Candidate Statement

California’s public schools are failing our children, Fewer than half can read or write at grade
level. Girls’ fairness is under attack, with female athletes losing medals and scholarships. Many
even change in their cars before practice because they feel unsafe in locker rooms. This is

unacceptable.

As a mother of two daughters, I was elected President of the Chino Valley Unified School Board

because parents demanded change, We delivered.

When I took office, our district faced the same problems seen across California: poor grades,

declining test scores, political distractions in classrooms, and girls losing fairness and privacy.

We chose a different path. We refocused on reading, writing, and math. Protected girls’ sports

and private spaces. Cut bureaucracy. Directed resources back into classrooms,

Student outcomes improved, and independent research recognized our district as a model for

post-COVID academic recovery.

That success didn’t come from Sacramento mandates. It came from parents standing up for

commorn s¢nse.

As State Superintendent, I will bring that same leadership statewide as an advocate for students

and families, standing up to politicians and special interests to protect the office's independence

as voters intended.

My plan is simple: restore high academic standards in reading, writing, and math, protect Title
IX, ensuring fatrness and safety for girls; cut wasteful burcaucracy; and demand fiscal
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Sonja Shaw for State Superintendent of Public Instruction
2026 General Election Candidate Statement

Sonja Shaw

transparency to ensure money reaches classrooms where it belongs, supporting our students and

our great teachers.

We’ve proven the blueprint works locally. Let’s link arms to deliver for every child.

Learn more at ShawForCA .com,
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Sonja Shaw
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