County Methods for Conducting the
November 3, 2020, General Election

Method of
Conducting
Election

Election Specifics

Authority

Voter's Choice Act
(VCA) - Vote Centers

In-Person Voting Locations: VCA counties, at a minimum: must open vote centers E-3 through E-1 for 8 hours a day; on
Election Day from 7am - 8pm.

(can open vote centers before E-3, if desired)

Ballot Drop-off Locations: no change - must have at least 2 OR 1 per 15,000 voters (whichever results in the greater number of

locations); E-28 through Election Day open at a minimum during regular business hours (Elections Code
sections 4005, 4007)

1 Exterior Drop Box: E-28 through Election Day open a minimum of 12 hours

Election conducted
under Elections Code
sections 1601, 4005-

4007,
Executive Order N-67-
20

Consolidated Polling
Place - Countywide
Voting

In-Person Voting Locations: 1 per 10,000 voters; must open consolidated polling places E-3 through E-1 for 8 hours a
day; on Election Day from 7am - 8pm; voters can vote anywhere in the county

1 In-Person Voting Location: E-28 though Election Day must offer full services (EC section 1602(d)(1)) and urged to offer
appointments at this location

Ballot Drop-off Locations: must have at least 2 OR 1 per 15,000 voters (whichever results in the greater number of
locations); E-28 though Election Day open at a minimum during regular business hours

1 Exterior Drop Box: E-28 though Election Day open a minimum of 12 hours

Election conducted
under Elections Code
section 1602(b), (c), (d);
Executive Order N-67-20

Consolidated Polling
Place - Voters
Assigned to Specific
Location

In-Person Voting Locations: 1 per 10,000 voters; must open consolidated polling places E-3 through E-1 for 8 hours a
day; on Election Day from 7am - 8pm; voters assigned to specific voting location

1 In-Person Voting Location: E-28 though Election Day must offer full services (Elections Code section 1602(d)(1)) and
urged to offer appointments at this location

Ballot Drop-off Locations: must have at least 2 OR 1 per 15,000 voters (whichever results in the greater number of
locations); E-28 though Election Day open at a minimum during regular business hours

1 Exterior Drop Box: E-28 though Election Day open a minimum of 12 hours

Election conducted
under Elections Code
section 1602(b), (c), (d);
Executive Order N-67-20

Traditional Polling
Place

In-Person Voting Locations: Counties will maintain the same number of polling places as they had in the March 2020 Primary,
open on Election Day from 7am - 8pm

Ballot Drop-off Locations: At County Discretion

Election conducted
under Elections Code
section 12223; see also,
Elections Code section
1602(a) and Executive
Order N-67-20

All Mail Ballot

Counties will continue to run their election as an All Mail Ballot Election

Ballot Drop-off Locations: At County Discretion

Election conducted
under Elections Code
section
3005




	SECRETARY OF STATE REVISED GUIDANCE RELATED TO THE NOVEMBER 3, 2020, GENERAL ELECTION
	Table of Contents
	II. Voting Opportunities
	III. Vote-By-Mail Ballots
	IV. Public Health and Safety
	V. Poll Workers
	VI. Voter Education and Outreach
	VII. Language Access
	VIII. Reporting
	INTRODUCTION
	I. CONDUCTING THE ELECTION
	In-person Voting Opportunities
	Vote-by-Mail Ballot Drop-off Opportunities
	II. VOTING OPPORTUNITIES
	SB 423 Waiver Process
	Appointments
	Drive-through Locations
	Accessibility at In-person Locations
	Polling Locations - State and Local Government Facilities
	III. VOTE-BY-MAIL BALLOTS Mailing
	Tracking
	Remote Accessible Vote-by-Mail (RAVBM)
	Identification Envelope
	Retrieval
	Return (Postmark +17)
	Processing
	IV. PUBLIC HEALTH AND SAFETY Secretary of State
	Counties
	V. POLL WORKERS Secretary of State
	Counties
	Training
	VI. VOTER EDUCATION AND OUTREACH Secretary of State
	Counties
	VII. LANGUAGE ACCESS Secretary of State
	Counties
	VIII. REPORTING
	IX. SECRETARY OF STATE STRIKE TEAM

