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CALIFORNIA UNIVERSITY AND CALIFORNIA UNIVERSITY AND 
COLLEGE BALLOT BOWL COLLEGE BALLOT BOWL 

Ballot Bowl Overview 
The California University and College Ballot Bowl is a friendly competition where higher 
education campuses compete to register students to vote, encourage students to submit a 
plan to vote, and showcase civic engagement efforts. The California Secretary of State Students 
Vote Project (SVP) hosts the Ballot Bowl during an even numbered year ahead of the general 
election. 

   •   Eligible campuses include: 
	 o   118 California Community Colleges (CCC) 
	 o   22 California State Universities (CSU) 
	 o   10 University of California campuses (UC) 
	 o   86 Independent California Colleges and Universities (ICCU)  

November 3, 2026, General Election  
The 2026 General Election will take place on Tuesday, November 3, 2026. For up-to-date 
information about what is on the ballot, how to register to vote, and important deadlines, 
please visit vote.ca.gov. 

http://vote.ca.gov
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HALL OF FAME 
The past three Ballot Bowl Champions include:  

To see the complete list of winners, please visit collegehub.sos.ca.gov.  

2 0 2 4
UC SANTA BARBARA 

2 0 2 2
STANFORD UNIVERSITY 

2 0 2 1
CALIFORNIA STATE UNIVERSITY, 

CHICO (SPECIAL ELECTION)

http://collegehub.sos.ca.gov
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HOW TO PLAYHOW TO PLAY

The California University and College Ballot Bowl competition will have campuses compete 
to earn the most points to become the Ballot Bowl Champion. Campuses do not need to sign 
up to participate and can earn points by registering students to vote, encouraging students 
to submit a plan to vote and submitting a Civic and Voter Empowerment Action Plan.  

Competition Dates: Monday, August 10, 2026 – Tuesday, November 3, 2026 

Competition Methods 
The Ballot Bowl has a total of five methods totaling 2,000 points. The competition uses a 
weighted system so campuses of all sizes can have an opportunity to become the Ballot Bowl 
Champion.  

   1. Number of Students Registered to Vote
   2. Percentage of Students Registered to Vote  
   3. Number of Student Voting Plans Submitted  
   4. Percentage of Student Voting Plans Submitted  
   5. Civic and Voter Empowerment Action Plan Submission  
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HOW TO PARTICIPATEHOW TO PARTICIPATE

California colleges and universities can participate in the Ballot Bowl by registering students to 
vote and having students submit a plan to vote. See the five ways below to learn more about 
how your campus can participate.  

Methods 1 & 2: College Student Voter Registrations 
California campuses can earn points based on the number and percentage of students who 
register to vote or update their voter registration. The percentage of students registered to 
vote will be based on a campus’s student body population.  

The California Secretary of State’s Students Vote Project tracks college student voter registration 
using the tools below.  

• Online voter registration
o Register to Vote (College Students)

• Paper voter registration*
o Paper voter registration cards (VRCs) can be requested from the California Secretary

of State’s office by campuses. When requesting VRCs, campuses should make a
note on the Voter Registration Card Statement of Distribution Form that the
cards will be used for college students and to include the campus name.

o Email completed Voter Registration Card Statement of Distribution Form(s) to
vrc-vnc@sos.ca.gov and caststudentsvote@sos.ca.gov.

o If you have any questions about requesting paper voter registration cards, please
contact vrc-vnc@sos.ca.gov and copy caststudentsvote@sos.ca.gov.

*Please note we are unable to track college student voter registrations for cards not issued by our
office.

Methods 3 & 4: College Student Voting Plan Submissions 
California campuses can earn points based on the number and percentage of students 
who submit a plan to vote. The percentage of student voting plans submitted will be 
based on a campus’s student body population. 

• The California Secretary of State Students Vote Project tracks college student voting
plans using the tool below:
o The College Student Voting Plan Tool is an online form that can be used to create

 and submit a plan to vote for the upcoming statewide election.
o This form should be completed during the dates of the competition (Monday, August

 10 – Tuesday, November 3).
o This tool will not be available until the start of the competition, which begins on

Monday, August 10, 2026.

https://registertovote.ca.gov/?t=s
https://elections.cdn.sos.ca.gov/vrdis.pdf
mailto:vrc-vnc@sos.ca.gov
mailto:caststudentsvote@sos.ca.gov
mailto:vrc-vnc@sos.ca.gov
mailto:caststudentsvote@sos.ca.gov
https://collegehub.sos.ca.gov/collegestudentvotingplan
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HOW TO PARTICIPATE (CONTINUED)HOW TO PARTICIPATE (CONTINUED)

Method 5: Civic and Voter Empowerment Action Plan Submission  
Campuses can earn points by submitting a Civic and Voter Empowerment Action Plan (CVEAP) 
to caststudentsvote@sos.ca.gov on or before 11:59 PM, October 1, 2026. To learn more 
about action plan requirements and scoring, view the Civic and Voter Empowerment Action 
Plan Guidelines and Evaluation Rubric.  

Track Your Campus’s Progress 
Updates of each campus’s competition standings can be found at https://collegehub.sos.
ca.gov. 

Social Media Impact Challenge 
Outside of the official competition, campuses can also be recognized for creating Instagram 
Reels related to the Ballot Bowl. All college students will be eligible to participate and multiple 
submissions are allowed. The single Instagram Reel that obtains the most views will help their 
campus win the Social Media Impact Award. 

Instagram Reel Guidelines: 
   •   Content is relevant to the Ballot Bowl. 
   •   Posted on Instagram Reels during the Ballot Bowl competition dates.  
   •   Appropriate, nonpartisan, and does not include any political iconography.  
   •   Tag your campus and the CA SOS Instagram: @californiasos_. 
   •   Use the #2026CABallotBowlReel hashtag for increased visibility. 
   •   Ensure the reel is public. 

If you have any additional questions about the Social Media Impact Challenge, please email 
caststudentsvote@sos.ca.gov or schedule Office Hours.

Awards and Campus Recognitions 
 
Ballot Bowl Champion   
The campus who earns the most points at the end of the competition.  
 
Social Media Impact Award 
Given to the campus that creates an Instagram Reel and obtains the most views on a single 
reel by the end of the competition. 
 

mailto:caststudentsvote@sos.ca.gov
https://elections.cdn.sos.ca.gov/svp/svp-cveap-guidelines-2026.pdf
https://elections.cdn.sos.ca.gov/svp/svp-cveap-guidelines-2026.pdf
https://collegehub.sos.ca.gov
https://collegehub.sos.ca.gov
https://www.instagram.com/californiasos_/
mailto:caststudentsvote@sos.ca.gov
https://calendar.google.com/calendar/u/0/appointments/AcZssZ0Dxn0Ugbws7yvoGvc1tXtPUf_DU6hoaQh4Ix0=
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HOW TO PARTICIPATE (CONTINUED)HOW TO PARTICIPATE (CONTINUED)

Campus Recognitions 
Campuses that excel in the areas specified below will be recognized for their outstanding 
performance. Below are the six opportunities for campuses to earn recognition. 

   •   Highest total points earned in each higher education system (excluding the Champion) 
   •   Best Civic and Voter Empowerment Action Plan for each higher education system 
   •   Highest number of voter registrations 
   •   Highest percentage of voter registrations 
   •   Highest number of voting plan submissions 
   •   Highest percentage of voting plan submissions
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SOCIAL MEDIA GRAPHICS:SOCIAL MEDIA GRAPHICS:

Graphic Set One

Social Media Story: 
Slide 1

Social Media Story: 
Slide 2

Instagram/Facebook: Slide 1

Download

Instagram/Facebook: Slide 2

Download

Download Download

X: Slide 1

Download

X: Slide 2

Download

https://drive.google.com/file/d/18mDiAcDDsNtnggQ2EyVwm7dWlNAAabi1/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1fjEKBvkHcuuFQcqEwaVqBiMohvHjWPa-/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1YNbGFk0e6x67k688Jaj22oHgA5G64mX_/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1CeLEe1P02tf-wHYEcui9FbZmrM6orXzJ/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1zkoda-j9lvnelTUDd8JPq0g7Lc780Gs-/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1bZrgqEgcy-MXpq7jlrMivJPz3rCuXENq/view?usp=drive_link
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SOCIAL MEDIA GRAPHICS (CONTINUED)SOCIAL MEDIA GRAPHICS (CONTINUED)    

Graphic Set Two

Graphic Set Three

Instagram

Download

Instagram

Download

Social Media Story 

Download

X

Download

X

Download

Facebook

Download

Facebook

Download

Social Media Story  

Download

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1YQIAvBWhVtZC6cHJzs11WAtRrfW59MSA/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1zjBDwjTGrC0mJBf91pey5uaJbpvv7kJj/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1zcKiJHqETtIDJdDsYxMi298oug_Yc2PP/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Y-eBGDyx1mbqgBZbUuLjNuRWQZWfG5-Y/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/18I0YNcki_7VpbeOwblxmwUWHue1Sdsb-/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/17SmAGT9_CSYoL47MPJdy0-Kfx4qRqolE/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1IJrqfRHgtlnDDjdaphgM6y1lhRoSGelP/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1_tuXDh7vGjtOsMCJ3_j9Y3nuy92T62G7/view?usp=drive_link
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SOCIAL MEDIA GRAPHICS (CONTINUED)SOCIAL MEDIA GRAPHICS (CONTINUED)    

Graphic Set Four

Graphic Set Five

Instagram

Download

Instagram

Download

Social Media Story 

Download

X

Download

X

Download

Facebook

Download

Facebook

Download

Social Media Story  

Download

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1ocOtu4np2SSlllFhz_N9qUg0F0FLMGh6/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1qoLS0pgB0g2k767ESYczT1w0cE43rz10/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1n6P2WRxIJYS0qg1sAbZcuSwjwO2Nq2Gn/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1_DvpixWUvFm1rfsW6Y2ZsyO-3DvJ2M3B/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/16Ucg0t2Q25G3KTJyrdbADqrAtQuJ6MTz/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1VQzsbnkgF5xcgxeadXawwV9-SV_3Mgyk/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1jUiu2_NdHM3buO6-jJOiInYnFM3gPVuA/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/15D05XOE08iMW0pruqThAD_xYMn-ao6Zn/view?usp=drive_link
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SOCIAL MEDIA GRAPHICS (CONTINUED)SOCIAL MEDIA GRAPHICS (CONTINUED)    

Graphic Set Six

Graphic Set Seven

Instagram

Download

Instagram

Download

Social Media Story 

Download

X

Download

X

Download

Facebook

Download

Facebook

Download

Social Media Story  

Download

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1JWlav4yZihhofnPEpc4pwFKcdAM42F3V/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1HRbWpA14cS0RpcXrBVycVawX4ssIM0zU/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/183btag_AyFPQJss3I0ZgPYbofFcqlff0/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1D7x0xpaqRGmnnRPx0iwtZ6D3qL1jVVYt/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1P52BqA-QrJBkGv3V9iRkoQvUejGdCQmn/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/12eLrYQdOM72qFtOi4LFo3R_Jy-6FcsFo/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1M7CFBrAkc9UIidgV8jhvBrRuq10jc4py/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1jl6TEKCASyVfyzS3SdJGR5t04nqJXoJE/view?usp=drive_link
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SOCIAL MEDIA GRAPHICS (CONTINUED)SOCIAL MEDIA GRAPHICS (CONTINUED)    

Graphic Set Eight

Instagram

Download

Social Media Story 

Download

X

Download

Facebook

Download

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1BvQIjHsiV3xhU7SgWJwTlSZ2-aVJ4A44/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1zaS1dm4zJ_Pu-E0nMKjNbiqY_S9Ck_e8/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1-guuY_MQFYlmtRlV41OGLonuRa9BizqZ/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/13s0O8hfMr5BjYvgqPbhQYL6QvdpXMx7V/view?usp=drive_link
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BALLOT BOWL
The California University and College Ballot Bowl is a friendly 
competition where higher education campuses compete to 
register students to vote, encourage students to submit a 

plan to vote, and showcase civic engagement efforts.

The General Election is on November 3, 2026.  
For more information, visit vote.ca.gov.

Register to vote or 
update your registration:
registertovote.ca.gov/collegestudents

DOES YOUR 
CAMPUS HAVE 
WHAT IT TAKES? 

Learn more at:
ballotbowl.sos.ca.gov 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1y09w4dOF1gXyYNMO_Cvzism6vAdJ5QLW/view?usp=drive_link
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TELEVISION GRAPHIC:TELEVISION GRAPHIC:

Television Graphic

Download

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1vqpQXlveHOXazvNywvxOt-kCTAjOhKQo/view?usp=drive_link



