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Engage the Vote Championship Overview

The California University and College Engage the Vote Championship is a 10-week 
tournament where California higher education campuses compete to achieve the 
highest combined percentage of students who register to vote and submit a plan to 
vote. The California Secretary of State Students Vote Project hosts the tournament 
during even numbered years leading up to the statewide primary election.

Who can participate? 

Eligible campuses include:

	 • 118 California Community Colleges (CCC) 

	 • 22 California State Universities (CSU)

	 • 10 University of California campuses (UC)

	 • 86 Independent California Colleges and Universities (ICCU)

June 2, 2026, Primary Election

The 2026 Primary Election will take place on Tuesday, June 2, 2026. For up-to-date 
information about what is on the ballot, how to register to vote, and important deadlines, 
please visit vote.ca.gov.

https://www.sos.ca.gov/elections/castudentsvote
http://vote.ca.gov
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HOW TO PLAYHOW TO PLAY  

Tournament Structure 

Qualifying Period: Monday, March 23, 2026 – Monday, May 18, 2026

• The first eight weeks of the tournament are known as the Qualifying Period. 
All California colleges and universities compete to maximize the percentage 
of students who register to vote and submit a plan to vote.

• At the end of Qualifying Period, the top four campuses, one from each 
higher education system, with the highest combined percentage of college 
student voter registrations and submitted plans to vote are placed into the 
Playoff bracket.

Playoffs: Tuesday, May 19, 2026 – Tuesday, June 2, 2026

• The final two weeks of the tournament are known as the Playoffs. Campuses
compete for the highest percentage of submitted plans to vote.

○ Students can still register to vote using the Same Day Voter
Registration (Conditional Voter Registration) process; however, these
registrations will not count during this portion of the tournament.

• The Playoffs have two elimination rounds and percentages reset at the start
of every round. During each round, two campuses are paired against each
other to compete in a single elimination matchup.

• The campus with the higher percentage of submitted plans to vote at the
end of a round, advances to the Championship Round.

Championship Round: Tuesday, May 26, 2026 – Tuesday, June 2, 2026

• The last week of the Playoffs is the Championship Round.

○ The final two campuses face off in the last round of the tournament.
Only one campus will be crowned the winner.

https://www.sos.ca.gov/elections/voter-registration/same-day-reg
https://www.sos.ca.gov/elections/voter-registration/same-day-reg
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SAMPLE PLAYOFF BRACKETSAMPLE PLAYOFF BRACKET

VS VS

VS

The top four campuses, one from each higher education system, with the highest 
combined percentage of college student voter registrations and submitted plans to 
vote are placed into the Playoff bracket. Campus matchups will be based on student 
body population.
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HOW TO PLAY (CONTINUED)HOW TO PLAY (CONTINUED)

How to Participate

California colleges and universities can participate in the Engage the Vote 
Championship by registering students to vote and having students submit a plan 
to vote. See the two ways below to learn more about how your campus can 
participate in the competition.

1. College Student Voter Registration

• Online voter registration

○ Register to Vote (College Students)

• Paper voter registration

○ Paper voter registration cards (VRCs) can be requested by campuses
from the California Secretary of State’s office. Please note on the Voter

 Registration Card Statement of Distribution Form that you are
requesting cards for college students and include the campus name.

○ Email completed Voter Registration Card Statement of Distribution
Forms to vrc-vnc@sos.ca.gov and caststudentsvote@sos.ca.gov.

○ If you have any questions about requesting paper voter registration
cards, please contact vrc-vnc@sos.ca.gov and copy
caststudentsvote@sos.ca.gov.

2. College Student Voting Plan Submission

• Online College Student Voting Plan Tool

○ The College Student Voting Plan Tool is an online form that can be
used to create and submit a plan to vote for the upcoming statewide
 election. This form should be completed during the dates of
the tournament.

○ This tool will not be available until the start of the competition, which
begins on Monday, March 23.

https://registertovote.ca.gov/?t=s
https://elections.cdn.sos.ca.gov/vrdis.pdf
https://elections.cdn.sos.ca.gov/vrdis.pdf
https://collegehub.sos.ca.gov/collegestudentvotingplan
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HOW TO PLAY (CONTINUED)HOW TO PLAY (CONTINUED)

Track Your Campus’s Progress

You can check your campus’s progress in the tournament by visiting 
https://collegehub.sos.ca.gov. 

The California Secretary of State posts tournament updates on official social media 
accounts shown below:  

	 Facebook: @CaliforniaSOS
	 Instagram: @californiasos_
	 X: @CASOSVote

Engage the Vote Champion

The campus who wins every round of their matchups is considered the champion of 
the tournament and will receive the following: 

	 • Champion Recognition from the California Secretary of State
	 • Personalized Champion Digital Graphic 
	 • Statewide Bragging Rights

https://collegehub.sos.ca.gov
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TOURNAMENT TIMELINETOURNAMENT TIMELINE

Tournament Timeline 
 
Tournament Dates: Monday, March 23, 2026 – Tuesday, June 2, 2026 

Qualifying Period: Monday, March 23, 2026 – Monday, May 18, 2026

	 • All California campuses compete for the highest combined percentage 
	   of voter registrations and submitted plans to vote to qualify for the Playoffs.

Playoffs: Tuesday, May 19, 2026 – Tuesday, June 2, 2026

	 • Two Elimination Rounds

		  ○ Round 1: Tuesday, May 19, 2026 – Monday, May 25, 2026

			   ■ The top four campuses, one from each higher education system, 		
		      	    will be paired against an opposing campus to achieve a higher 		
			       percentage of submitted plans to vote. 

		  ○ Round 2 (Championship): Tuesday, May 26, 2026 – Tuesday, June 2, 2026

			   ■ The final two campuses will compete to achieve a higher 			 
			       percentage of 	submitted plans to vote. 
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SAMPLE MESSAGINGSAMPLE MESSAGING

Use the hashtag below to promote the tournament:

• #2026CAEngagetheVote

College Student Voter Registration Messages

Post up to Monday, May 18, 2026

• The clock is ticking! Register to vote or update your registration for the
upcoming 2026 Primary Election at registertovote.ca.gov/collegestudents.

Post after Monday, May 18, 2026

• Did you miss the deadline to register to vote or update your voter
registration? California offers same day voter registration. Visit sos.ca.gov/
elections/voter-registration/same-day-reg for more information.

Early Voting Messages

• Cannot wait to vote? Early voting in California for the 2026 Primary Election
begins May 4, 2026. Visit caearlyvoting.sos.ca.gov to find a place to vote.

• Skip the line! Drop off your ballot early in the mail (no postage required),
at a drop box, polling location, or voting center. Visit caearlyvoting.sos.ca.gov
for more information.

Election Day Messages

• Engage the vote! Same Day Voter Registration is available in California,
which means you can still register to vote, update your registration, and cast
your vote today. Explore options at sos.ca.gov/elections/voter-registration/
same-day-reg.

• Today is Election Day! It is not too late to register to vote or to vote in this
election. Visit sos.ca.gov/elections/voter-registration/same-day-reg for
more information.

https://registertovote.ca.gov/?t=s
https://www.sos.ca.gov/elections/voter-registration/same-day-reg
https://www.sos.ca.gov/elections/voter-registration/same-day-reg
http://caearlyvoting.sos.ca.gov
http://caearlyvoting.sos.ca.gov
http://sos.ca.gov/elections/voter-registration/same-day-reg
http://sos.ca.gov/elections/voter-registration/same-day-reg
http://sos.ca.gov/elections/voter-registration/same-day-reg
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SAMPLE MESSAGING (CONTINUED)SAMPLE MESSAGING (CONTINUED)

Friendly Competition Messages

Post up to Monday, May 18, 2026

	 • Represent <campus name> in the 2026 Engage the Vote Championship! 		
	   Register to vote or update your registration at registertovote.ca.gov/
	    collegestudents and submit your plans to vote at collegehub.sos.ca.gov/		
	   collegestudentvotingplan.

	 • Help our campus win the 2026 Engage the Vote Championship! Register 		
  	   to vote at registertovote.ca.gov/collegestudents and submit a plan to vote 
	   at collegehub.sos.ca.gov/collegestudentvotingplan!

http://registertovote.ca.gov/collegestudents
http://registertovote.ca.gov/collegestudents
http://collegehub.sos.ca.gov/collegestudentvotingplan
http://collegehub.sos.ca.gov/collegestudentvotingplan
http://registertovote.ca.gov/collegestudents
http://collegehub.sos.ca.gov/collegestudentvotingplan
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SOCIAL MEDIA GRAPHICSSOCIAL MEDIA GRAPHICS

Tournament Outreach Graphics

Tournament Outreach Graphics

Instagram

Instagram

DOWNLOAD

DOWNLOAD

DOWNLOAD

DOWNLOAD

X

X

DOWNLOAD

DOWNLOAD

Facebook

Facebook

DOWNLOAD

DOWNLOAD

Social Media Story

Social Media Story

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1ewBGC2hJU3ySc7HwqrmRd6ZU4h4Ujpu2/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1w9DfiH_kqGiFZAp1IlK8ehg83aTGPNmp/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Wz5hVKhlPr2Y5hk1sXYIOfzxpIaAsRUm/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1yGHJjwK7LsvzhhbLkatF2deLlUUnQAdT/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1JlyhYeTfDFsTLs89WoSTTGUhYcsLwZgi/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1fndI-pltZXVUvc9DwipQwgTPcc51nHVF/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1S9jP6hGBEMUW3tvdWGiKqmWvdrpOwNZG/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1j7omOu7YMA3K9iKK-xo6Jv2yHIIv5-0U/view?usp=sharing
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SOCIAL MEDIA GRAPHICS (CONTINUED)SOCIAL MEDIA GRAPHICS (CONTINUED)

Tournament Outreach Graphics

Instagram

DOWNLOAD DOWNLOAD

X

DOWNLOAD

Facebook

DOWNLOAD

Social Media Story

Qualifying Period Graphics

Instagram

DOWNLOAD DOWNLOAD

X

DOWNLOAD

Facebook

DOWNLOAD

Social Media Story

Post between Monday, March 23, 2026 – Monday, May 18, 2026

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1vM42KzyyT2BtAIV1ammOD3Ro5r5MoF8W/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1YD8PvyO_3nWtK6SNTG6rnybTyblCshSW/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1bL7D4LvfPmViQXD0c6hfGO8YCb89v86B/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/125xhuDZuO73GKTG-wuGLHR0YYyVyt5O6/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1kAC-R_HjAI63B0eo8j1Sim4c_Nzeio3j/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1r4zAB1hkKK4Idl5hk8aXtPRAo_rewyWS/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1SnUu7y-3u1FE2qESoBJ9uBEqNfdHbmEy/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1j7omOu7YMA3K9iKK-xo6Jv2yHIIv5-0U/view?usp=sharing
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SOCIAL MEDIA GRAPHICS (CONTINUED)SOCIAL MEDIA GRAPHICS (CONTINUED)

Qualifying Period Graphics

Qualifying Period Graphics

Instagram

Instagram

DOWNLOAD

DOWNLOAD

DOWNLOAD

DOWNLOAD

X

X

DOWNLOAD

DOWNLOAD

Facebook

Facebook

DOWNLOAD

DOWNLOAD

Post between Monday, March 23, 2026 – Monday, May 18, 2026

Post between Monday, March 23, 2026 – Monday, May 18, 2026

Social Media Story

Social Media Story

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1xtwMtRl2r6e1D0QRA92eHkUHRJ8idFH2/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1kDfwIpfpgmEQRn3eZAC1xZU2r_krF7ze/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/148yjLXTNk0k_qrkiN_WTCTNQws-X9y7i/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1KWuGIBw-BLzmvpBCBA9GUsisSwjNrz8O/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1B3p8_d5GBGCVj8Aez_nYZrgWINnp51Qx/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1gafBgBDjVPWzPBlpnGGP9LmlHBBIxXwl/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1cn_yOBbOa3cVZC_fKDnw2yX3VFGNxuqq/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Nbltu3DFD1ajYzpXvdZJQV48Xj45d6pQ/view?usp=sharing
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SOCIAL MEDIA GRAPHICS (CONTINUED)SOCIAL MEDIA GRAPHICS (CONTINUED)

Countdown to the Playoffs Graphics

Countdown to the Playoffs Graphics

Instagram

Instagram

DOWNLOAD

DOWNLOAD

DOWNLOAD

DOWNLOAD

X

X

DOWNLOAD

DOWNLOAD

Facebook

Facebook

DOWNLOAD

DOWNLOAD

Social Media Story

Social Media Story

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1LXtM3DrVBOwie_LJcZs1PFAPMvxrTJdS/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/19Qcz-zeTiIdFBOWYPXMKk6jwmSwwz8i5/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1AY771OgTlXgl6v2KrTAgWjm5K7JT34o6/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/16PJwHFl2RMjTvGcovhEHrVL3vgQRNYsx/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1a5zuysr4myWp4ztPMYf5eZGmIQFLpOxr/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/12uzTwFzeElSSL9IM2nOAxZRsJyNpbUTa/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/18DekCBMMsOLjJAgBsiEEoPwcpVhDkwA_/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1D8aWMb1gwoO2kLcEqRsF8Wk-nSqFsci2/view?usp=sharing
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SOCIAL MEDIA GRAPHICS (CONTINUED)SOCIAL MEDIA GRAPHICS (CONTINUED)

Countdown to the Playoffs Graphics

Instagram

DOWNLOAD

Social Media Story

DOWNLOAD

X

DOWNLOAD

Facebook

DOWNLOAD

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1EguBaoizfogjSIGd_kA_QqMWjdjdH3bc/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1gTGjIXc7mLj0SvPowUuofj2Dmt2A1CiA/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1KzXR5pDc_ktqoBW1FtRXtePfiL0tSEg0/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1SPhBnQcjy0YhiJfoQbhwg01luSAul3Fh/view?usp=sharing
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TELEVISION GRAPHICSTELEVISION GRAPHICS

DOWNLOAD DOWNLOAD DOWNLOAD

DOWNLOAD DOWNLOAD

DOWNLOAD

DOWNLOAD

DOWNLOAD DOWNLOAD

1920 PX x 1080 PX

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1ciQIoZoshwWiAhzBnRKQNdLz5h5Z9Jho/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1utsOG_mNRz_4RoRjOzXK8diGT_A9L8lI/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1nOs9zo1mJ1av8bZI-R31KZ2PkhHH0mW5/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1ECfG_ZiLmZYO1GpJzggUjFtkQkx5MAcF/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1kn0d2wm4kYupJjC2TgFjrJ_A-N0XygOy/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1FErVVwnRMRPF12nBgnPOXTADpEmp4YWX/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/15AzHNmJ4-Q1-5Kx0KjnkErodPJCniyKO/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1N9EpmPGYzLYBlwRFZoEHe2cZeCCRZT6N/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/13ga7dNkAYC8FPHepiH-6vxh1onCCzhnm/view?usp=sharing
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POSTERSPOSTERS
16 IN x 20 IN

DOWNLOAD DOWNLOAD

DOWNLOAD DOWNLOAD

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1JU7EQFUtC8V6BlGsGwRoz8dC8HWT1K_q/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1uX0HDUdDs6hCpp5aAVGDJyma1Ojms5EC/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1vEMdph2Lb1pTETt_e_OxF2rDfZU8Dn5x/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/17FADMIxKdiq5WZ_5qWaCM5kYMCpD-p--/view?usp=sharing
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