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Voter turnout.
Voter registration.
Ballot rejection rates.
Reasons for ballot rejection.
Provisional ballot use.
Accessible vote by mail ballot use.
The number of votes cast at each vote center.
The number of ballots returned at ballot dropoff locations.

The number of ballots returned by mail.
The number of persons who registered to vote at a vote center.
Instances of voter fraud.
Any other problems that became known to the county elections official or the Secretary of State during the 

election or canvass.
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About the California Secretary of State 

The California Office of the Secretary of State is committed to adhering to the highest standards of integrity 
and transparency, supporting businesses, strengthening democracy, protecting individual rights, preserving our 
state’s history, delivering quality services, and providing accessible resources and trusted information. 
The California Secretary of State's responsibilities include: 
Serving as the state's Chief Elections Officer 
Implementing electronic filing and Internet disclosure of campaign and lobbyist financial information 

• Maintaining business filings
• Commissioning notaries public
• Operating the Safe at Home confidential address program
• Maintaining the Domestic Partners and Advance Health Care Directive Registries
• Safeguarding the State Archives
• Serving as a trustee of the California Museum

Special Note About This Report 

Elections Code 4005 (g) (1) (A) states, “Within six months of each election conducted pursuant to this section 
or Section 4007, the Secretary of State shall report to the Legislature, to the extent possible, all of the following 
information by categories of race, ethnicity, language preference, age, gender, disability, permanent vote by 
mail status, historical polling place voters, political party affiliation, and language minorities as it relates to the 
languages required under subdivision (a) of Section 14201 and Section 203 of the federal Voting Rights Act of 
1965 (52 U.S.C. Sec. 10101 et seq.): 

This report provides aggregate data from VoteCal for reporting categories:  Age, Language Preference, and 
Political Party.  Data related to Race, Ethnicity, Gender, disability, and language minorities is not part of the 
voter registration form and as a result, counties are not authorized to collect that information. Data related to 
Race, Ethnicity, Gender, disability, and language minorities will be provided through research provided by the 
University of California Los Angeles in a supplemental report in the future. 
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Background 

The Voter’s Choice Act (VCA) was established by Senate Bill 450 (Allen, Hertzberg, et al.), Chapter 832, 
Statutes of 2016, with the aim of providing increased access to voting. The VCA reimagines elections by 
providing a voter-centered model that seeks to increase participation in the electoral process and provides 
more options for voters to engage in our democracy.   

The VCA modernizes elections in California by allowing counties to conduct elections utilizing a model that 
provides greater flexibility and convenience for voters by:   

• Mailing every active, registered voter a ballot,
• Expanding in-person early voting up to 10 days,
• Allowing voters to cast a ballot at any Vote Center within their county, and
• Providing secure ballot drop box locations throughout the county.

The VCA requires counties, with input from their community, to develop an Election Administration Plan (EAP)1 
that provides voters with information about their voting options and county plans to educate and reach voters in 
their communities.  

The VCA places an emphasis on community voter outreach and education and requires that county elections 
officials acquire community input about the planning and administration of elections.   

The 2018 General Election was the first election with counties conducting the election under the VCA. The five 
VCA counties (Madera, Napa, Nevada, Sacramento, San Mateo) represented 1,380,981 (7.0%) of California’s 
registered voters.  

In the 2022 Primary Election, 27 counties conducted the election using the VCA. The 27 VCA counties 
represented 16,772,155 (76%) of California’s registered voters. The 27 counties evaluated in this report are: 
Alameda, Amador, Butte, Calaveras, El Dorado, Fresno, Kings, Los Angeles, Madera, Marin, Mariposa, 
Merced, Napa, Nevada, Orange, Riverside, Sacramento, San Benito, San Diego, San Mateo, Santa Clara, 
Santa Cruz, Sonoma, Stanislaus, Tuolumne, Ventura, and Yolo. 

1 The EAP is a requirement of the VCA, where counties must detail the outreach and education plans for elections in the county, and specifically list 
the outreach strategy for hard-to-reach communities, language minority groups, and disability groups. The EAP also details a cost breakdown of past 
and future elections.
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VoteCal 2022 Primary Election Data 
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(i) Voter turnout2

Age Range
State

Turnout 
Number

Registration 
Totals

Turnout 
Rate

Turnout 
Number

Registration 
Totals

Turnout 
Rate

Turnout 
Number

Registration 
Totals

Turnout 
Rate

Turnout 
Number

Registration 
Totals

Turnout 
Rate

Turnout 
Number

Registration 
Totals

Turnout 
Rate

18-25 84,524 667,105 12.67% 317,588 2,135,146 14.87% 217,720 1,424,782 15.28% 99,868 710,364 14.06% 402,112 2,802,251 14.35%
26-35 150,502 945,820 15.91% 549,979 3,121,351 17.62% 343,879 1,957,985 17.56% 206,100 1,163,366 17.72% 700,481 4,067,171 17.22%
36-45 194,110 839,156 23.13% 665,871 2,706,393 24.60% 447,720 1,770,919 25.28% 218,151 935,474 23.32% 859,981 3,545,549 24.26%
46-55 232,572 755,656 30.78% 807,590 2,548,258 31.69% 566,085 1,712,106 33.06% 241,505 836,152 28.88% 1,040,162 3,303,914 31.48%
56-65 366,294 836,100 43.81% 1,173,063 2,708,360 43.31% 852,616 1,846,016 46.19% 320,447 862,344 37.16% 1,539,357 3,544,460 43.43%
66+ 681,697 1,125,220 60.58% 2,063,704 3,552,647 58.09% 1,528,183 2,444,977 62.50% 535,521 1,107,670 48.35% 2,745,401 4,677,867 58.69%
Total 1,709,715 5,169,057 33.08% 5,577,797 16,772,155 33.26% 3,956,204 11,156,785 35.46% 1,621,593 5,615,370 28.88% 7,287,512 21,941,212 33.21%

Non-VCA Counties VCA Counties Los AngelesVCA Counties Except LA

2 Turnout Number - Number of accepted votes in the election (Total counted Vote By Mail (VBM) ballots, Regular Vote Center ballots, Provisional ballots, same day Conditional Voter Registration (CVR) 
provisional ballots, and non-Provisional "Instant" CVR ballots) 
Registration Totals - 15-Day Report of Registration (ROR) eligible voter registration totals. 
Turnout Rate – This is a calculated as a percentage of counted ballots as compared to the counties 15-Day eligible voter registration totals. 
Note: Turnout is calculated by taking the number of counted votes and dividing that by the 15-day ROR registration counts.  Counted votes consist of all ballots that have been accepted or counted in the 
election.  Ballot types include Vote By Mail (VBM) ballots, Regular Vote Center ballots, Provisional ballots, CVR Provisional Ballots, and non-Provisional "Instant" CVR ballots.
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(ii) Voter registration3

Age Range

Registration 
Count

Percent Registration 
Count

Percent Registration 
Count

Percent Registration 
Count

Percent Registration 
Count

Percent

18-25 667,105 12.91% 2,135,146 12.73% 1,424,782 12.77% 710,364 12.65% 2,802,251 12.77%
26-35 945,820 18.30% 3,121,351 18.61% 1,957,985 17.55% 1,163,366 20.72% 4,067,171 18.54%
36-45 839,156 16.23% 2,706,393 16.14% 1,770,919 15.87% 935,474 16.66% 3,545,549 16.16%
46-55 755,656 14.62% 2,548,258 15.19% 1,712,106 15.35% 836,152 14.89% 3,303,914 15.06%
56-65 836,100 16.18% 2,708,360 16.15% 1,846,016 16.55% 862,344 15.36% 3,544,460 16.15%
66+ 1,125,220 21.77% 3,552,647 21.18% 2,444,977 21.91% 1,107,670 19.73% 4,677,867 21.32%
Total 5,169,057 100.00% 16,772,155 100.00% 11,156,785 100.00% 5,615,370 100.00% 21,941,212 100.00%

Los Angeles StateVCA CountiesNon-VCA Counties VCA Counties Except LA

Language
Los Angeles

Registration 
Count

Percent Registration 
Count

Percent Registration 
Count

Percent Registration 
Count

Percent Registration 
Count

Percent

Chinese 38,951 0.75% 105,918 0.63% 58,025 0.52% 47,893 0.85% 144,869 0.66%
English 4,977,886 96.30% 15,952,370 95.11% 10,703,803 95.94% 5,248,567 93.47% 20,930,256 95.39%
Hindi 1,079 0.02% 2,878 0.02% 2,314 0.02% 564 0.01% 3,957 0.02%
Japanese 598 0.01% 4,920 0.03% 1,968 0.02% 2,952 0.05% 5,518 0.03%
Khmer 441 0.01% 2,207 0.01% 951 0.01% 1,256 0.02% 2,648 0.01%
Korean 4,587 0.09% 62,796 0.37% 25,651 0.23% 37,145 0.66% 67,383 0.31%
Other 1,146 0.02% 12,421 0.07% 6,598 0.06% 5,823 0.10% 13,567 0.06%
Spanish 135,175 2.62% 507,101 3.02% 257,160 2.30% 249,941 4.45% 642,276 2.93%
Tagalog 2,833 0.05% 13,435 0.08% 7,555 0.07% 5,880 0.10% 16,268 0.07%
Thai 719 0.01% 3,921 0.02% 1,296 0.01% 2,625 0.05% 4,640 0.02%
Vietnamese 5,642 0.11% 104,188 0.62% 91,464 0.82% 12,724 0.23% 109,830 0.50%
Total 5,169,057 100.00% 16,772,155 100.00% 11,156,785 100.00% 5,615,370 100.00% 21,941,212 100.00%

VCA CountiesNon-VCA Counties VCA Counties Except LA State

3 Registration Count - Represents the 15-Day Report of Registration (ROR) counts for the given counties in the given election, as published by the SOS and as available via the SOS website. 
Percent - Percent registered in age range out of voters in all age ranges.
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Political Party
VCA Counties Los Angeles State

Registration 
Count

Percent Registration 
Count

Percent Registration 
Count

Percent Registration 
Count

Percent Registration 
Count

Percent

American Independent 197,990 3.83% 551,566 3.29% 392,226 3.52% 159,340 2.84% 749,556 3.42%
Democratic 2,276,240 44.04% 7,985,744 47.61% 4,987,203 44.70% 2,998,541 53.40% 10,261,984 46.77%
Green 22,402 0.43% 70,168 0.42% 46,733 0.42% 23,435 0.42% 92,570 0.42%
Libertarian 57,218 1.11% 167,713 1.00% 122,305 1.10% 45,408 0.81% 224,931 1.03%
No Party Preference 1,116,540 21.60% 3,866,473 23.05% 2,560,156 22.95% 1,306,317 23.26% 4,983,013 22.71%
Other 39,770 0.77% 108,916 0.65% 67,949 0.61% 40,967 0.73% 148,686 0.68%
Peace and Freedom 28,809 0.56% 88,505 0.53% 52,476 0.47% 36,029 0.64% 117,314 0.53%
Republican 1,396,996 27.03% 3,852,978 22.97% 2,890,416 25.91% 962,562 17.14% 5,249,974 23.93%
Unknown 33,092 0.64% 80,092 0.48% 37,321 0.33% 42,771 0.76% 113,184 0.52%
Total 5,169,057 100.00% 16,772,155 100.00% 11,156,785 100.00% 5,615,370 100.00% 21,941,212 100.00%

Non-VCA Counties VCA Counties Except LA
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(iii) Ballot rejection rates4

Age Range
State

Returned 
Rejectable 
Ballots

Ballots 
Rejected

Rejection 
Rate

Returned 
Rejectable 
Ballots

Ballots 
Rejected

Rejection 
Rate

Returned 
Rejectable 
Ballots

Ballots 
Rejected

Rejection 
Rate

Returned 
Rejectable 
Ballots

Ballots 
Rejected

Rejection 
Rate

Returned 
Rejectable 
Ballots

Ballots 
Rejected

Rejection 
Rate

18-25 84,197 4,223 5.02% 302,876 11,884 3.91% 213,834 8,613 4.01% 89,042 3,271 3.67% 387,073 16,107 4.15%
26-35 146,913 5,329 3.63% 517,107 15,388 2.96% 333,629 9,579 2.85% 183,478 5,809 3.16% 664,020 20,717 3.11%
36-45 184,163 4,422 2.40% 613,835 12,975 2.10% 425,681 8,385 1.95% 188,154 4,590 2.44% 797,998 17,397 2.17%
46-55 217,260 4,014 1.85% 735,993 12,922 1.74% 533,942 8,712 1.62% 202,051 4,210 2.08% 953,253 16,936 1.77%
56-65 339,782 4,078 1.20% 1,065,375 12,255 1.14% 799,075 8,314 1.03% 266,300 3,941 1.48% 1,405,157 16,333 1.16%
66+ 648,163 4,753 0.73% 1,943,909 14,587 0.74% 1,467,285 9,660 0.65% 476,624 4,927 1.03% 2,592,072 19,340 0.74%
Unknown DOB 202 186 92.08% 205 203 99.02% 204 203 99.51% 1 0 0.00% 407 389 95.58%
Total 1,620,680 27,005 1.67% 5,179,300 80,214 1.54% 3,773,650 53,466 1.40% 1,405,650 26,748 1.90% 6,799,980 107,219 1.57%

Non-VCA Counties VCA Counties VCA Counties Except LA Los Angeles

4 Returned Rejectable Ballots - Total number of VBM’s, CVR provisional ballots, and provisional ballots returned.  Note: Other ballot types (such as Vote Center regular ballots and non-Provisional same day Conditional Voter 
Registration (CVR) provisional ballots cannot be rejected, as they are considered counted as soon as they are issued. 
Ballots Rejected - Count of rejected Vote By Mail (VBM) ballots, rejected same day Conditional Voter Registration (CVR) provisional ballots, and rejected regular provisional ballots. 
Rejection Rate - Calculated by taking all rejected Vote By Mail (VBM) ballots, rejected same day Conditional Voter Registration (CVR) provisional ballots, and rejected regular provisional ballots for a given election together, and 
dividing that value by the total number of VBM’s returned by a voter, the total CVR provisional ballots cast, and the total provisional ballots cast.   
Note: Other ballot types (such as Vote Center regular ballots and non-Provisional same day Conditional Voter Registration (CVR) provisional ballots cannot be rejected, as they are considered counted as soon as they are 
issued.
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Language
State

Returned 
Rejectable 
Ballots

Ballots 
Rejected

Rejection 
Rate

Returned 
Rejectable 
Ballots

Ballots 
Rejected

Rejection 
Rate

Returned 
Rejectable 
Ballots

Ballots 
Rejected

Rejection 
Rate

Returned 
Rejectable 
Ballots

Ballots 
Rejected

Rejection 
Rate

Returned 
Rejectable 
Ballots

Ballots 
Rejected

Rejection 
Rate

Other 418 194 46.41% 3,587 285 7.95% 1,786 248 14.03% 1,798 37 2.06% 4,005 479 11.96%
Chinese 15,155 169 1.12% 26,864 353 1.31% 17,225 177 1.03% 9,638 176 1.83% 42,019 522 1.24%
English 1,577,499 26,033 1.65% 4,985,137 76,758 1.53% 3,656,828 51,360 1.40% 1,328,002 25,398 1.91% 6,562,636 102,791 1.56%
Hindi 226 8 3.54% 599 24 4.01% 513 22 4.29% 86 2 2.33% 825 32 3.88%
Japanese 243 5 2.06% 1,373 18 1.31% 626 5 0.96% 746 13 1.74% 1,616 23 1.42%
Khmer 81 2 2.47% 415 12 2.89% 184 4 2.17% 231 8 3.46% 496 14 2.82%
Korean 1,055 15 1.42% 20,979 328 1.56% 8,916 154 1.73% 12,063 174 1.44% 22,034 343 1.56%
Spanish 23,550 540 2.29% 99,356 1,895 1.90% 51,286 1,056 2.06% 48,065 839 1.75% 122,906 2,435 1.98%
Tagalog 942 14 1.49% 3,958 71 1.79% 2,257 27 1.20% 1,701 44 2.59% 4,900 85 1.73%
Thai 200 3 1.50% 1,007 23 2.28% 356 6 1.69% 651 17 2.61% 1,207 26 2.15%
Vietnamese 1,311 22 1.68% 36,025 447 1.24% 33,356 407 1.22% 2,669 40 1.50% 37,336 469 1.26%
Total 1,620,680 27,005 1.67% 5,179,300 80,214 1.54% 3,773,333 53,466 1.41% 1,405,650 26,748 1.90% 6,799,980 107,219 1.57%

Non-VCA Counties VCA Counties VCA Counties Except LA Los Angeles

State
Returned 
Rejectable 
Ballots

Ballots 
Rejected

Rejection 
Rate

Returned 
Rejectable 
Ballots

Ballots 
Rejected

Rejection 
Rate

Returned 
Rejectable 
Ballots

Ballots 
Rejected

Rejection 
Rate

Returned 
Rejectable 
Ballots

Ballots 
Rejected

Rejection 
Rate

Returned 
Rejectable 
Ballots

Ballots 
Rejected

Rejection 
Rate

Other 7,872 377 4.79% 24,376 701 2.87% 16,621 511 3.06% 7,755 190 2.45% 32,248 1,078 3.34%
American Independent 47,147 1,011 2.14% 131,883 2,578 1.94% 102,174 1,817 1.76% 29,709 761 2.56% 179,030 3,589 2.00%
Democratic 779,435 12,401 1.59% 2,742,699 39,635 1.44% 1,873,026 24,315 1.29% 869,673 15,320 1.76% 3,522,134 52,036 1.47%
Green 5,498 125 2.27% 16,163 351 2.17% 11,968 229 1.91% 4,195 122 2.91% 21,661 476 2.19%
Libertarian 11,568 282 2.44% 33,611 824 2.43% 26,345 580 2.18% 7,266 244 3.36% 45,179 1,106 2.44%
No Party Preference 235,646 4,884 2.07% 824,640 15,601 1.88% 600,097 10,417 1.72% 224,543 5,184 2.31% 1,060,286 20,485 1.92%
Peace and Freedom 2,440 76 3.11% 7,694 229 2.98% 5,057 137 2.71% 2,637 92 3.49% 10,134 305 3.01%
Republican 526,331 7,738 1.47% 1,387,167 19,945 1.42% 1,132,756 15,314 1.34% 254,411 4,631 1.82% 1,913,498 27,683 1.44%
Unknown 4,743 111 2.34% 11,067 350 3.13% 5,606 146 2.53% 5,461 204 3.74% 15,810 461 2.89%
Total 1,620,680 27,005 1.67% 5,179,300 80,214 1.54% 3,773,650 53,466 1.40% 1,405,650 26,748 1.90% 6,799,980 107,219 1.57%

Political Party
Non-VCA Counties VCA Counties VCA Counties Except LA Los Angeles
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(iv) Reasons for ballot rejection5

5 Rejected Count - The count of rejected VBM Ballots by the reason for rejection, assigned by the county elections official, for all VBM ballots. 
Percent - The number of rejected VBM ballots of the given rejection reason divided by the total number of rejected VBM ballots.
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(v) Provisional ballot use6

6 Turnout Number - Number of accepted votes in the election (total counted Vote By Mail (VBM) ballots, Regular Vote Center ballots, Provisional ballots, CVR Provisional Ballots, and non-Provisional "Instant" 
CVR ballots) 
Counted Provisional - Count of all regular provisional ballots (not including same day Conditional Voter Registration (CVR) provisional ballots) cast by the voter and counted by the county. 
Share - Share of voters who cast an accepted Provisional ballot out of voter turnout.
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(vi) Accessible vote by mail ballot use7

7 Turnout Number - Number of accepted votes in the election (total counted Vote By Mail (VBM) ballots, Regular Vote Center ballots, Provisional ballots, CVR Provisional Ballots, and non-Provisional "Instant" CVR ballots) 
RAVBM Ballots Accepted - Defined as Remote Accessible VBM ballots categorized by the county as being returned by the voter and accepted by the county. 
Share of Turnout - Share of accepted RAVBM ballots out of voter turnout. 
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(vii) The number of votes cast at each vote center / polling place8

8 Turnout Number - Number of accepted votes in the election (total counted Vote By Mail (VBM) ballots, Regular Vote Center ballots, Provisional ballots, CVR Provisional Ballots, and non-Provisional "Instant" 
CVR ballots) 
In-Person Ballots - Number of accepted ballots cast in person; regular vote center, provisional, CVR provisional, non-provisional CVR, Vote by Mail (VBM) ballots that are categorized by the county as being 
returned by “Vote Center Drop Off”. 
Share of Turnout - Share of voters who cast an accepted ballot in person out of voter turnout.
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(viii) The number of ballots returned at ballot drop-off location9

9 Turnout Number - Number of accepted votes in the election (total counted Vote By Mail (VBM) ballots, Regular Vote Center ballots, Provisional ballots, CVR Provisional Ballots, and non-Provisional "Instant" 
CVR ballots) 
VBM ballots dropped off – Defined as accepted Vote by Mail (VBM) ballots that are categorized by the county as being returned by: 
1. Drop Box – via a stand-alone unattended county drop box, 
2. Drop Off location - via any designated county attended drop off location other than a Vote Center, or
3. Vote Center Drop off - via any SB 450 County Vote Center Drop Off location.
Share of Turnout - Share VBM ballots returned at ballot drop off locations and accepted out of voter turnout.
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(ix) The number of ballots returned by mail10

10 Turnout Number - Number of accepted votes in the election (total counted Vote By Mail (VBM) ballots, Regular Vote Center ballots, Provisional ballots, CVR Provisional Ballots, and non-Provisional "Instant" 
CVR ballots) 
Mailed VBMs - Number of accepted VBM ballots categorized by the county as being returned via the mail. 
Share of Turnout - Share of accepted VBM ballots returned by mail out of voter turnout.
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(x) The number of persons who registered to vote at a vote center11

11 Turnout Number - Number of accepted votes in the election (total counted Vote By Mail (VBM) ballots, Regular Vote Center ballots, Provisional ballots, CVR Provisional Ballots, and non-Provisional "Instant" 
CVR ballots) 
Number Registered - All newly registered voters at Vote Centers/Polling placed.  CVR (Provisional and non-provisional/"instant CVR") ballots counted. 
Share of Turnout - Share of counted CVR (Provisional and non-Provisional) ballots out of voter turnout.
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